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Introduction To Worship
Sunday 14th February 2021
Transfiguration Sunday

Christianity is influenced by culture. I found this image of the transfiguration that comes from Africa.
I googled and discovered there are 631 million Christians in Africa, the largest number of Christians in the world.
There are also 425 million Catholics in South America, 205 million Christians in the USA and 12 million Christians
in Australia. Services throughout the world are in people’s language and music often involves local instruments,
sometimes partnered with modern musical instruments.
Some people worship using a lot of technology, while others prefer traditional worship, or Taizé, or
contemplative worship, or interactive worship, or silent worship. Worship and people’s theology can be so
different and church buildings differ. Some congregations are 10,000, others 350 or 50.
What’s amazing is there is one bible, although there are different versions and translations. The bible was
originally in Greek or Hebrew and translations into other languages often change the meaning of words.
With all those differences we have a similar account of the transfiguration. We have a bible where the Word can
still cut to the very marrow of our bones and soul and bring transformation into our lives.
The Word of God still speaks to us all today as it has to people for thousands of years. How amazing!
I invite you to ponder about your faith journey and how God has blessed you.
Give thanks for God’s blessings and grace in your life.
Rev Tina
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Mountview Worship @ Home
Sunday 14th February 2021 – Transfiguration Sunday

Hymn: Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord – Middlesbrough Baptist Church

[2:53]

https://youtu.be/ZugvUQ4m90U
Music and Lyrics: David J Evans 1957 – ; © D. J. Evans / Thankyou Music;
Lyrics (v.1) Reproduced (below) by Permission. CCLI Licence No. 122303 [MUC] Video: Posted to YouTube by THENBA

Be Still, For The Presence Of The Lord
Be still,
for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One, is here;
come bow before Him now
with reverence and fear:
in Him no sin is found we stand on holy ground.
Be still,
for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One, is here.

Welcome To Our Service
Today is transfiguration Sunday
May the gospel bless you

Acknowledgement
We acknowledge those who were here before us,
the first inhabitants of this place.
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.

3

Call To Worship
From 2 Cor 4:3-6

The Lord said: Let light shine out of darkness
The Lord shines into our hearts
To give us the light of Knowledge
Of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ

Hymn: Praise My Soul The King Of Heaven
– Helen Jackson [3:15]
https://youtu.be/dl-7VVK0CB4
Composer: John Goss 1800-80. Lyricist: Henry Francis Lyte 1793-1847
alt.; Based on Psalm 103. Song: Public Domain
Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.
Posted to YouTube by Mountview Uniting Church.

Prayers Of Adoration, Invocation And Confession
Prayers from ‘Dad and Daughter’, Ron and Jennie Gordon (adapted)

Father, like the apostles, we too, wish to have visions of glory surrounding Jesus, to reassure us that our path
through this world will lead us to a glory with you beyond human words to describe. You assure us that Jesus
belongs to you and that he will speak your will to us. With all the church on earth we pray that we may truly and
clearly listen to him: that we may set aside all futile plans and spend ourselves in his service, even if it may lead
us to a cross.
Jesus, the beloved Son of the Father, we confess that like the first
disciples we do not often understand what you tell us. Sometimes,
when the way for us is clear and costly to us, we feign ignorance, or we
listen to other voices. But your mercy is without end. You reshaped
the apostles to conform to your Word and to pursue their mission.
Kindle in our hearts true love for God and others that your will may be
done on earth as in heaven.
Spirit of God, life and energy present in Jesus and in the birth of his
church, be for us our true life shared with and for others. You convince
us that we are always close to Jesus as we listen to him: help us keep
our ears open to his Word amidst all the clamour that surrounds us and
tries to drown him out. Assure us that he is with us and for us: help us
to remain close to him and trusting and obedient to his Word.
Blessed is the Holy Trinity, true source of light, life and love, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, amen.

Hymn: Great Is Your Faithfulness
– Helen Jackson [3:20]
https://youtu.be/YpqWD68pBCk
Composer: William Marion Runyan 1870-1957.
Lyricist: Thomas Obadiah Chisholm 1866-1960 alt.;
based upon Lamentations 3: 22, 23.
Song: © W. M. Runyan / T. O. Chisholm / Hope
Publishing; Permission to stream the music obtained
from ONE LICENSE, Licence #A-620587 [MUC] Video:
© 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.
Posted to YouTube by Mountview Uniting Church.
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Scripture Readings
2 Kings 2: 1-18
Elijah Ascends to Heaven
2 1 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way
from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So, they went down to Bethel. 3 The company of
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
4

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So, they came to Jericho. 5 The company of prophets who were at Jericho
drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?”
And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
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Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So, the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets
also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took
his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until
the two of them crossed on dry ground.
9

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing;
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Elisha Succeeds Elijah
13

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the
Jordan. 14 He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the
Lord, the God of Elijah?” When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other,
and Elisha went over.
15

When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at a distance, they declared, “The spirit of Elijah
rests on Elisha.” They came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 16 They said to him, “See now,
we have fifty strong men among your servants; please let them go and seek your master; it may be that the
spirit of the Lord has caught him up and thrown him down on some mountain or into some valley.” He
responded, “No, do not send them.” 17 But when they urged him until he was ashamed, he said, “Send them.”
So they sent fifty men who searched for three days but did not find him. 18 When they came back to him (he had
remained at Jericho), he said to them, “Did I not say to you, Do not go?”

Mark 9: 2-9
The Transfiguration
2

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart,
by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one
on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
5
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a cloud overshadowed
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus.

The Coming of Elijah
9

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after
the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
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Hymn: Tell Out my Soul
– Helen Jackson [2:28]
https://youtu.be/gdeCoLdgHXo

Composer: Walter Greatorex 1877-1949; Public Domain. Lyricist:
Timothy Dudley-Smith; Lyrics: © T. Dudley-Smith / Hope
Publishing; Permission to stream obtained from ONE LICENSE #A620587 [MUC] Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights
Reserved. Posted to YouTube by Mountview Uniting Church.

For The Young At Heart – ‘Perspectives’

These images come from National Geographic’s article about: Who is Jesus? It seems every nation, time and
culture portray Jesus in a way where people can relate personally to him.
There are so many perspectives. Consider the ant, universe,
sunflowers and angels.
The ant is tiny, yet it lives in a highly organised community where
everyone has a role and works together.
The ant’s world seems small compared to ours. My grandchildren
watch an ABC program called Ben and Holly’s little kingdom where
elves ride on ladybugs. Some children spend a great deal of time
observing the minute world of insects. My grandson sits in the garden
playing with slaters and watching butterflies land on flowers.
I must admit I enjoy kneeling down and taking photos of tiny insects
crawling through moss and bees sitting on pollen inside flowers.

An Ant

The stars in the sky can make us feel small like the
psalmist did in psalm 8. They offer us the big picture of
life. Astronauts have looked down on earth from space
and they must get to see wonderful galaxies.
When we see the stary sky we may feel small in an
expanding universe yet mindful of God’s love and care
for us. For those of us who love stary nights here is Van
Gogh’s version of stary night.
The sunflower and pinecone have something in
common, Fibonacci’s sequence. The universe can be
seen through mathematical eyes where everything has
order, patterns, sequences and things seem to fit
together.
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Which bring us to angels. They are said to be God’s messengers and are often seen as light and feared because
people cannot put words to their experience of angels. Perhaps our experience of angels is surrounded by
mystery for we cannot see them.
Miniature worlds, galaxies, the Fibonacci sequence and angels form different perspectives, all with their own
mystery and beauty, all created by God. We live within many different worlds and just because some of these
worlds are hidden from our eyes doesn’t mean they don’t exist.

Hymn: God Has Spoken To His People
– Helen Jackson [2:15]
https://youtu.be/arzLB3JeaMI
Music: Traditional Israeli Folk Melody; Public Domain. Lyricist:
Willard Francis Jabusch 1930– ; © W. F. Jabusch / Oregon
Catholic Press; Permission to stream the song obtained from
ONE LICENSE, Licence #A-620587 [MUC]
Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.
Posted to YouTube by Mountview Uniting Church.

Sermon
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen
Life can be a quest by people who hope to become a better person and be transformed where they become
more like Christ. At times they may struggle with their imperfections or hide them or deny their shadow self,
which is half of who we are. They may do courses or read self-help books and may be even be hard on
themselves when they fail or make mistakes.
That’s not how God sees us. God made us and loves us as we are. It’s when we accept who we are and see our
brokenness as a gift which contributes to greater empathy and compassion, that we can move ahead and
embrace life. Paul said, “We’re cracked vessels with the great gift of the Holy Spirit within us.”
It’s when we come to know we’re a forgiven people that we can move on to embrace life. Otherwise, what’s the
point of Christ’s death on the cross? Paul said, “There is no more condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.” It’s
when we love ourselves as God truly loves us that our true self emerges, like a shy deer coming out of a dense
forest. Our true self is the same as our soulful self, that part of us where God dwells.
When we ponder on what transforms us where we come to know God in Jesus, I’d say music can draw us closer
to God. Music transforms words that we sing. Hymns can touch our heart and soul and bring us closer to God.
When we sing, we pray twice. When we sing, we embody the Word.
Music and singing can offer us a glimpse of God’s glory.

Mount Tabor

Mountains can also help us feel closer to God. We can have a wonderful view from the top of a mountain.
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Three disciples followed Jesus up a mountain, Peter, James and John, which was said to be Mount Tabor.
Previously Jesus had spoken to them about the future where he would suffer, die and then rise on the third day,
but they didn’t understand. Jesus had asked them, “Who do people say that I am? Peter replied, “You’re the
Messiah.” Then Jesus asked them to stay silent and not to tell others about him but to keep it hidden. But now,
on the mountain Peter calls Jesus Rabbi. What’s going on?
Clearly Peter, James and John are terrified. Perhaps Peter says the first thing that comes to mind, which is let’s
make three dwellings, one for Elijah, one for Moses and one for Jesus. It looks like he’s wanting to hang onto
this wonderful spiritual moment, yet doesn’t understand what he is encountering, when the veil is lifted on
what’s usually hidden and mysterious.
God has other ideas, and speaks from a cloud, “This is my Son, the Beloved, listen to him.”

Today’s gospel invites us to listen to God on a deeper level and put aside our assumptions and expectations.
To listen to the Word in worship prayerfully and ask God to help us encounter a deeper intimacy with God.
Peter, James and John were terrified. Sometimes we can be scared or feel afraid or terrified about life and
situations and say the wrong thing at the wrong time. It’s part of being human.
But there are times when we are surprised by God’s glory in ordinary day events, which aren’t so scary, such as
what our grandchildren or greatgrandchildren say to us. The other day my granddaughter looked up at me and
said, ‘You’re a giant’. I went and put my arm around my daughter and said ‘Your Aunty Stefanie was my baby
once. Now look how tall she is. You’ll be taller than me one day like your Aunty See how tall she is.
I pondered about this conversation and thought that maybe embracing a new journey is a bit like growing tall.
It involves a lot of inner change and love and care. This encounter helped me appreciate new journeys more
rather than fear them.
We can find strength from these encounters with God in the ordinary day to day events of life and in
relationships. Strength for the journey, just like the disciples did. Jesus taught the disciples about God’s glory on
the mountain and that his suffering and death on the cross belonged together. Life can be full of up’s and
downs. Our joyous experiences can help us journey through challenging times. Suffering and joy go together
and those who have suffered often know joy on deeper levels. We all suffer and go through difficult times and
know what it feels like to come out the other side. Often those who have suffered are more appreciative
of the times when they are blessed by life and of family, friends and church families support.
The journey of the disciples towards Jerusalem and the cross began with the healing of a blind man. This had
connections with their lack of understanding when Jesus taught them that he must suffer. The idea of Jesus
suffering went against their expectations. They expected Him to be a powerful Messiah. To have a suffering
Messiah who is the Son of God was beyond their comprehension. It went against all they knew.
Peter wanted to hang onto this moment, despite his lack of understanding. It’s only natural for anyone to want
to hang onto a spiritual experience. But they are glimpses and fleeting.
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They encourage us on the journey as they encouraged the first disciples who felt joy and fear, which are
common feelings when encountering God.
So much remains hidden and veiled. The cloud hides God when God speaks out of the cloud to interpret why
Jesus has been transfigured into bright light. What the disciples saw is also a premonition of what the risen
Jesus will look like.
Then it is all over and there is only Jesus, who they know as flesh and blood.

Today’s Gospel has God saying Jesus is the Son of God and Jesus saying he is the Son of Man.
Perhaps this is about his divinity and humanity.
As they were coming down the mountain Jesus asked Peter, John and James to stay silent and not tell anyone
about what they had seen and to keep it hidden until after he had risen from the dead.
Jesus is teaching the disciples about loyalty, commitment and acceptance, like Elisha taught Elijah in 2 Kings.
It’s something we all learn as we grow in our faith on our journey.
And just like Peter, James and John, there are turning points in our lives which open our eyes to God’s truth in
our life and strengthen our faith so we can face life’s ups and downs, like the first disciples.

We are called to a costly discipleship where there are moments of joy and moments of suffering. Moments
when we experience being transformed and dying to our old self and rising to become our true self in Christ.
That is a true blessing of our faith.
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The Lord be with you.
Rev Tina

Two versions of: Be Thou My Vision
Hymn: Be Thou My Vision – Nathan Pacheco
https://youtu.be/ihJAJA4ibEs
Music: Irish traditional melody. Lyrics: Gaelic c.8th cent. tr. Mary Elizabeth Byrne 1880–1931; versified by Eleanor Henrietta
Hull 1860–1935 alt. Posted to YouTube by NathanPachecoMusic

Hymn: Be Thou My Vision – Audrey Assad
https://youtu.be/Optrm7lF16s
Music: Irish traditional melody. Lyrics: Gaelic c.8th cent. tr. Mary Elizabeth Byrne 1880–1931; versified by Eleanor Henrietta
Hull 1860–1935 alt. Posted to YouTube by Audrey Assad

Offering Prayer
about offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have

Lord and giver of every good thing,
we bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom,
all for transformation through your grace and love,
made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen

Prayers Of The People And The Lord’s Prayer
Tim Joyce has prepared the Prayers of the people for you today

(multimedia team: insert prayer here and also insert any specific requests received)
God of passion and power,
insistent, immediate,
challenging, compelling us with your story’s breathless beginning.
Walk us into the wilderness
to hear your voice where silence reigns.
Give us insight, the vision beyond all seeing,
so we may look upon heavens torn open
and know that the time of good news for all creation
is always now. ….
We pray for our congregation here at Mountview
That united by our common faith. We will serve you and our community
We pray that you will guide us as we maintain community and purpose in this most difficult of times.
We pray too Lord for other churches
Ecumenical Cycle: Stairway Church, Whitehorse
UCA Cycle: Bayswater, Ferntree Gully, Scoresby
We that pray for the ministry they undertake in their communities
For their witness and work as they negotiate the current challenges of worship and outreach
That through them people may come to know you.
We pray for the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress and their work in bringing Indigenous and
non-Indigenous Australians together and supporting Indigenous communities.
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We pray this morning for: World: Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerland

We give thanks for:
•
the quality of life that many in these countries enjoy and their commitment to provide for those in the
world who are in need
•
the organizations located here that seek to increase ecumenical and interfaith understanding and work
together for the common good of all people and creation
•
political and economic transparency in these countries
•
those who reach out to migrants and counter attitudes and practices that oppose them.
We pray for:
•
environmental practices that preserve the natural environment, especially the Alps’ melting glaciers
•
the work for justice, reconciliation and peace pursued by the people and organizations here, seeking to
shape globalization so that it benefits all
•
religious freedom, also for those from non-Christian traditions
•
overcoming the fear of, and welcoming the embrace of, those who are outsiders to the countries’
historic, ethnic traditions.
Loving God. We pray for your world
We pray for these people and all who suffer, are mistreated, are neglected or forgotten – wherever they may be
We pray for those whose lives are impacted by the pandemic – those who are sick, those working in frontline
quarantine and health facilities, those whose work and home life is impacted, those who have suffered mental
health issues.
We pray for the marginalised, forgotten, suffering or lonely.
For the mentally ill, the unemployed, for those who live without hope
We pray for refugees and asylum seekers– that they will be treated with the respect and dignity; as brothers and
sisters in need.
We pray for those without a roof over their heads, clean water to drink or food to eat, without friends or family
– that you will provide comfort and support
We pray that our leaders, our governments, our churches, our communities, will be prepared to listen and to
respond.
We pray for ourselves, that through our choices, actions and words we may live out our faith in our everyday
lives, growing more compassionate and generous each day.
We pray for justice O Lord
Merciful Lord – We pray for those in special need at this time
For the sick
the lonely
the grieving
We pray for those in our community who are in ill health, have lost someone or who have special needs.
Loving Lord – We entrust these people to your care
Stand with us and equip us, Lord
That our decisions, our responses and our actions will be guided by love,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord
who taught us to pray…………...
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven
Give us today our daily bread
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever

AMEN
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Dismissal
Go out into the world in the power of the spirit and in all things at all times remember Christ is with you.
Make your life your worship to the praise and glory of God. Amen

Hymn: Shalom To You Now
– Helen Jackson [1:01]
https://youtu.be/2oqiFenpWxY
Music: Traditional Spanish melody; Public Domain. Lyricist:
Elise Shoemaker Eslinger; © E. S. Eslinger / United Methodist
Publishing; Lyrics Reproduced (below) and Streamed by
permission. CCLI Licence No. 122303 [MUC] Video: © 2021
the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.
Posted to YouTube by Mountview Uniting Church.

Shalom To You Now
Shalom to you now,
shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies
bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom,
Christ be your shalom.
I have provided extra resources to accompany you on the journey

Extra Worship Resources

Leunig. Used by permission.

Shine On
Poem from ‘Dad and Daughter’, Ron and Jennie Gordon (adapted)

O beam of blessing bright,
unbroken by
the claim of death’s deep night
shine on
shine on
through billowing smoky cloud
and earth’s soft ashen shroud
shine on

Shine through the haze
for days and endless days
as nightmares steal
sleep’s sweet caress
companion flame
who knows our name
shine into soul’s distress
shine on
shine ever on
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shine on and wait
with those who watch tonight
for glimpses of
the dawn’s first hope-filled light
shine on
shine on transfiguring one
beloved son
shine on

Ruins And Buildings
From ‘Anam Cara’ (Soul Friend), by John O’Donohue

Ireland is a land of many ruins. Ruins are not empty. They are sacred places full of presence. A friend of mine, a
priest on Connemara, was going to build a parking lot outside his church. There was a ruin nearby that had been
vacated for fifty or sixty years. He went to the man whose family had lived there long ago and asked the man to
give him the stones for the foundation. The man refused. The priest asked why, and the man said, “What would
the souls of my ancestors do then?” The implication was that even in this ruin long since vacated, the souls of
those who had once lived there still had a particular affinity and attachment to this place. The life and passion
of a person leave an imprint on the ether of a place. Love does not remain within the heart; it flows out to build
secret tabernacles in a landscape.
Perhaps that is why places that have been prayed in for centuries feel holy and sacred. Perhaps that is why
there is a church built on every single place where Jesus walked or healed or proclaimed in Israel and other
places. These places speak about God’s love for us and our love for God.
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Christians throughout the world have been invited to say the Lord’s Prayer every day
Saying the Lord’s Prayer is a good way of giving thanks and trusting in God
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen
Rev Tina, for Mountview Uniting Church
https://www.mountviewuca.org/worship.html
Final collation by Mountview Multimedia team.
All protected content is reproduced with accreditation, with permission and or under the worship licenses held by
Mountview Uniting Church in good faith. © 2021 Mountview Uniting Church. All Rights Reserved.

