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Introduction to Worship
21st June 2020 [Pentecost 3]
22nd June 2020 [UCA Anniversary]

Lift Every Voice and Sing – Augusta Savage, New York World Fair
The story of Augusta Savage is inspirational. She was a teacher who taught a generation of artists
and worked for equal rights for African Americans in the arts in the 1930’s. She was also an American
Sculptor associated with the Harlem Renaissance, an intellectual, social and artistic movement during
the 1920’s, which encouraged the blossoming of culture and the arts.
The photo of the harp seems to represent a choir of singers, something that’s missing from our lives
at the moment. We need music and singing. Most of us have heard about the Choir of Hard Knocks
and how therapeutic singing is and how it can heal and turn people’s lives’ around.
I’m looking forward to the day when we can gather together again and have a big sing.
Perhaps we can consider forming a small singing group to lead us when we sing.
If you love singing, even in the shower, contact me.
John Bell, well known for his hymns and saying, “Everyone can sing.”
His words encourage us all to have a go.
This week’s readings focus on stories of overcoming difficulties in life and how to find new ways of
journeying into the future after challenging times. I hope you find the worship a blessing.
Blessings
Rev Tina

Mountview Worship @ Home
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Sunday 21st June 2020

Praise God
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, you heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost
Thomas Ken 1637-1711 alt. Public Domain

Welcome To Our Service
I hope you enjoy the worship and have a lovely day.
We Acknowledge those who were here before us, the first inhabitants of this place
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.

Call to Worship
O give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his steadfast love endures forever

Prayers of Adoration, Invocation and Confession
Lord our God, you hear our cries when we are poor and needy,
you reach out to us with love
you stand by us and comfort us
you carry us through the tough times.
Lord our God, you give us hope,
we rejoice and give thanks,
we are blessed and loved by you.

Jesus our Lord, because of you we have hope for the future,
you understand our suffering,
you are with us in the darkness,
you understand our joy and delight,
you celebrate with us
and offer us life

3

Holy Spirit within us
When we are in pain or lonely or without hope
you speak into the deep quiet places in the well of our spirit
You speak words of hope, life, love and faith
Our spirit groans with words that cannot be formed,
then we know we have come into God’s presence
and we are surrounded by God’s love.
Holy Spirit,
be with us today, help us rejoice,
in God’s creation, help us name our blessings,
help us reach out to one another with love,
compassion and hope,
lead us on Holy Spirit.
And Lord if we need forgiveness or to forgive,
pour out your spirit, your love and grace, into our hearts.
Help us reach out to forgive and ask for forgiveness
In Jesus name we ask this as we come before you with all that’s on our hearts,
asking for a fresh start, a new beginning.
Silence

Hear then Jesus Christ’s words of grace
“Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God

New Every Morning – Audrey Assad
https://youtu.be/Grz3Hxw9GWU
Writers: Audrey Assad and Matt Maher
from INHERITANCE http://smarturl.it/AA_Inheritance.

Licensed to YouTube by AdRev for a 3rd Party, TuneCore (on behalf of Music Bed (Music Bed)); Music Services, Inc. (Publishing),
BMI - Broadcast Music Inc., LatinAutor, AdRev Publishing, Essential Music Publishing, CMRRA, and 11 Music Rights Societies

Scripture Readings
Genesis 21: 8-21

NRSV © National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide

21:8 The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.
21:9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son
Isaac. 21:10 So she said to Abraham, "Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman
shall not inherit along with my son Isaac." 21:11 The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of
his son. 21:12 But God said to Abraham, "Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave
woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for
you. 21:13 As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring."
21:14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar,
putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered about
in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 21:15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of
the bushes. 21:16 Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot;
for she said, "Do not let me look on the death of the child." And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice
and wept. 21:17 And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and
said to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is.

21:18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him."
21:19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water,
and gave the boy a drink. 21:20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness
and became an expert with the bow. 21:21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran;
and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.
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Psalm 86: 1-10, 16-17
86:1 Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. 86:2 Preserve my life, for I am
devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my God; 86:3 be gracious to me, O Lord, for to
you do I cry all day long. 86:4 Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
86:5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. 86:6 Give ear,
O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication. 86:7 In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will
answer me. 86:8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours.
86:9 All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name.
86:10 For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.
86:16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save the child of your serving girl.
86:17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, because you,
LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

Matthew 10: 24-39
10:24 "A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 10:25 it is enough for the disciple
to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul,
how much more will they malign those of his household! 10:26 "So have no fear of them;
for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.
10:27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from
the housetops. 10:28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from your Father. 10:30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 10:31 So do not be afraid;
you are of more value than many sparrows. 10:32 "Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others,
I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 10:33 but whoever denies me before others,
I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 10:34 "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth;
I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 10:35 For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 10:36 and one's foes
will be members of one's own household.
10:37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me; 10:38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy
of me. 10:39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

For the Young at Heart
Bless the Lord (My Soul) – Mostar Taizé
https://youtu.be/t4Svh-9ohg4
Writer: Jacques Berthier
From Album: Laudate omnes gentes

Licensed to YouTube by Believe Music (on behalf of Taizé); SODRAC,
Public Domain Compositions, LatinAutor, and 9 Music Rights Societies

I’ve visited Taizé in France. Guests stay in dormitory’s,
help with preparing food, can listen to brothers share their wisdom
and go along to services to sing their hearts out.
This is a favourite song, that’s calming.
Thousands of young people, teenagers and young adults make their way
to Taizé in the French countryside.
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They come to be with likeminded young people and to share their faith with one another.
They come with their questions and leave, inspired and happy.
I was one of the oldies and got to share a small room with two bunk beds with two German ladies and
a Dutch lady. We couldn’t speak each other’s language, so we used the language of the heart, communicating
with smiles, gestures, facial expressions, acts of kindness, body language, being present to one another.
Sometimes this is a more profound language.
When we all came together and worshipped, we sang in different languages and found joy.

Sermon
“and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.” Matt 10:27
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen.
What a heartless thing to do. To cast out a woman and child into the wilderness, especially if the child is your
eldest son. Sarah has had her own child, and he is the younger son of Abraham. The family and tribe have just
had a big feast for Isaac and now Sarah doesn’t want the eldest child to inherit. She wants her son to inherit.
Notice Hagar and Abrahams son isn’t named. He hasn’t got an identity, status or a sense of belonging, which
means Abraham hasn’t acknowledged him. Abraham is distressed. He wants to please Sarah. He loves his son.
God speaks to him and tells him to cast Hagar and his son out and affirms Isaac must inherit. God promises to
make a nation from his son. So, Abraham casts out Hagar and their son. He gives them bread and water.
It doesn’t take long for Hagar and the boy to run out of food and water in the wilderness and for the heat to
overcome them. Hagar leaves her boy lying in the shade and weeps loudly. She doesn’t want to see him die.
Can you image her despair and anger over the unfairness and injustice of her situation? God hears the boy’s
cries, not her cries, which makes us consider the times and culture this story came from and she is a slave. Yet,
God sends an angel to reassure her. God promises her and her son a future, and that God will make a nation
out of her son. Then God opens her eyes and she finds a well and makes her home in the wilderness and her
son becomes a hunter, providing for her. They adapt to living in the wilderness and Hagar finds a wife for her
son from Egypt and he begins the journey that brings about a nation. His name was Ishmael, or God hears.

The psalmist speaks of a woman calling for God to save her child. She is poor and needy. She calls out to God
with all her heart, she is a slave, and faces huge obstacles. She loves God and praises God, as good.
She knows God loves everyone who calls out to God. God hears her and saves her.
Most of us have suffered and faced hardship, grief and loss. I’ve never met a person who hasn’t suffered.
Most of us have called out to God for help, sometime in our lives. And, God has come and helped and saved us.

I found this cartoon by Leunig in last weekends, The Age.
There are a lot of signs, options and choices.
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Image courtesy of Michael Leunig. © Michael Leunig 2018

Corona has placed many people in this situation. Suddenly they have to make choices about their future.
We have the sign saying: Same. People may be thinking: How long is this going to last? It’s the same thing
every day and we are over it! We need a holiday! Except that we cannot have one interstate or overseas,
but we can camp in the backyard (bit chilly) or stay somewhere in the country or down the coast,
which sounds pretty good, as long as there’s heating.
Then there is the sign: Worse. What if we have a second wave and go back to total shutdown?
That’s a fearful thought. Some of may have watched TED talks. Some of them offer hope. I watched one
yesterday, of a woman speaking about resilience. Her daughter died in a car accident. She shared how she
came to accept that everyone suffers. How gratitude for the good things that have happened in her life gives
her hope. How focusing on the good things in life helps her overcome negative thinking. When she finds
herself thinking in ways that leave her feeling sad or frightened, she asks herself: Is this thinking doing me good
or harm? She turns her thinking around to thoughts of gratefulness and reaches out to God for help.
I like the sign saying: Better. Our faith instils optimism and faith. Things are opening up. Positive things
are happening. We can have hope for a future. It makes me think about Hagar. At one stage she must have
focused on the sign: Worse. Her life changed and the signs became Better and Different, after she prayed
and called out to God for help and God responded by reassuring her and promising her and her son a future.
The same thing happened to the woman in the psalm.
The gospel speaks of sparrows. How they are important to God. How they are loved by God and valued
by God. We are reassured that we are of more value than a sparrow. We need not be afraid. God knows
everything about us, even how many hairs are on our head. This means we can call out to God anytime.
God will hear us, and God loves us all. There are no favourites. We are all important to God.
What about the sign saying: Different? This is significant in the climate of Corona. Things will improve.
We will get back to “normal” life. I wonder what will the new “normal” will look like? I saw in the newspaper
that people have been riding their bikes to work and around the neighbourhood and there are plans to make
the city bike friendly. People are out there in the neighbourhood and parks walking and greeting one another
and I’m sure they will want to continue that lifestyle. People are enjoying working at home and spending time
with family. Businesses are finding this more efficient and it may continue, for some. There is a higher level
of domestic violence and mental health issues and more awareness of this and initiatives to assist people
and change policy and laws have been promised. The community is kinder and more compassionate.
People are taking more care of themselves and others. The new “normal” may be very different.
The gospel encourages us to be countercultural. It was written for a community that was divided.
Families were divided where some were Christians and others followed the Jewish or Roman faith.
Matthew’s community were once Jewish and had converted. Many may have been rejected by their families
or betrayed and reported to the Jewish and Roman authorities.
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Many people faced the risk of being killed for believing in Jesus. Matthew’s gospel calls for people to put God
first in their lives and follow Jesus. They worshipped in secret places and perhaps worship was whispered.
But the people are encouraged to proclaim their faith from the rooftops and to not be afraid. If they are killed
for their faith, if they lose their life for believing in Jesus, they will gain it, they will find eternal life.
Death cannot defeat faith in Jesus. We can admire their faith and be inspired by it. Many of us have families
who have different faiths or don’t believe. It’s part of life.
Our loyalty is to Jesus. I remember an Anglican Priest. He was the only son of a farmer.
When he said he wanted to become a priest, his family rejected him. There was no one to carry on the farm.
He focused on following Jesus and became a priest. Not everyone is called to be a priest or to make
huge sacrifices. We are called to follow Jesus through the ups and downs of life, faithfully,
knowing we are loved by God and can call on God for help, anytime.

Rev Tina

God Gives Us A Future
Please prayerfully read this Hymn

God gives us a future, daring us to go
into dreams and dangers on a path unknown.
We will face tomorrow in the Spirit’s power,
we will let God change us, for new life starts now.
We must leave behind us sins of yesterday,
for God’s new beginning is a better way.
Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back:
God gives hope, and insight, and the strength we lack.
Holy Spirit, teach us how to read the signs,
how to meet the challenge of our troubled times.
Love us into action, stir us into prayer,
till we choose God’s life, and find our future there.
Elizabeth J. Smith, 1956– ;
© E. J. Smith. Used by permission. CCLI Licence No. 122303
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Offering Prayer
about offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have

Lord and giver of every good thing wwe bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom all for
transformation through your grace and love
made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Derek Moore has prepared the Prayers of the people for you today

Let us come before God in prayer.
Today we pray for the nations of Kenya and Tanzania. Both countries have experienced substantial conflict
and political turmoil in their recent histories. We pray that they can experience just and lasting peace,
with religious tolerance in their populations.
In the Ecumenical prayer cycle, we pray for St Edwards Anglican Church in Blackburn South; and
in our Presbytery the Eltham/Montmorency Congregation.
Lord, please bless these faith communities and be with them in their worship and outreach.
We uphold to you the Uniting AgeWell Condare Court community at Camberwell.
May the residents, staff and visitors enrich each others lives, especially during the current pandemic.
Here at Mountview we give you thanks for the valuable work of our minister, Tina, including her words
of encouragement, hope and love. Her powerful and insightful sermons are inspirational.
We also recognise the critical contributions of our Multi-media team, Prayers of the People contributors
and both Lynne and Margaret’s weekly emails, for example. Bless all those contributing to our continuing
functioning – we pray for the ongoing resilience of all Mountview members.
Please continue to inspire and sustain all Emergency & Health workers – may they not become burnt out
by their workloads in these difficult times.
Community – we pray for our fellow citizens, including those who may be over-restricting their activities
because they are not aware of the removal or relaxation of some of the bans.
You are all invited to join me in the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen

Dismissal
Go out into the world in the power of the spirit and in all things at all times remember Christ is with you.
Make your life your worship to the praise and glory of God. Amen

Shalom To You Now
Prayerfully read the words. Imagine your family in Christ and send them heartfelt blessings from the Lord

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.

Elise Shoemaker Eslinger, 1942– ;
© E. S. Eslinger. Used by permission. CCLI Licence No. 122303
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I have provided extra resources to accompany you on the journey. Rev Tina

Extra Worship Resources

I walked past these pomegranates the other day when I was walking my dog Moses. One had split open to
reveal its seeds, that look like jewels. I hope someone eats them. It’s such a waste otherwise.
I’ve always liked Pomegranates, they’re delicious with yogurt or salads. They remind me of the invitation
to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God. Bearing fruit could be smiling at someone. When we bear fruit we want
to share our gifts with others. If we were a painter, a singer or gardener, we’d want to share our paintings,
songs and flowers and bring joy to others with what we have created. Even using the spiritual gift of hospitality
to offer a thirsty visitor a cuppa or glass of water is sharing our gift and bearing fruit for the kingdom of God.
The story of Jean Varnier and the L’Arche community is about gifts and bearing fruit to help others.
The L’Arche community was founded in 1886 near Bethany on the West Bank, a few miles from Jerusalem.
The house was in a Muslim area, not far from a Mosque. Ali and Fatma owned the house and lived on the top
and offered hospitality. Community leader’s Marie-Antoinette and Kathy welcomed people from the
community who had disabilities, beginning with Rula and Ghadir. Now the L’Arche communities
are world-wide , proving that from little seeds big things grow. www.larche.org.au
Jean Vanier has written a book called: Becoming Human, and these are extracts from his book.
We human beings are fundamentally the same. We all belong to a common broken humanity. We all have
wounded vulnerable hearts. Each one of us needs to feel appreciated and understood, we all need help.
Through Rula and Ghadir, Jean Vanier saw clearly how those who are weak and in need have a secret power
to touch our hearts and to bring us together in mutual belonging, whatever our religion or culture. From their
place of obvious weakness, they most often respond to love, a love that reveals to them their value, a love that
understands. They radiate a certain peace and seem to attract others through their love and trust. If our little
community in Bethany was accepted in the neighbourhood, it was because of Ghadir, Rula and the others.
(Rula lived in terrible anguish and would scream for hours. Ghadir was born with cerebral palsy)
Belonging, then, is a school of love where we learn to open up to others and to the world around us,
where each person, creature and thing in our world is important and is respected.
Communion is the to-and-fro of love. It is the trust that bonds us together, children with their parents, a sick
person with a nurse, a child with a teacher, a husband with a wife, friends together, people with a common task.
It is the trust that comes from the intuitive knowledge we can be open and vulnerable, one to another.
Communion is not static; it is an evolving reality. Trust is continually called to grow and to deepen,
or it is wounded and diminishes. It is a trust that the other will not possess or crush you but rejoices in your gifts
and calls you to growth and to freedom. Such a trust calls forth trust in yourself.

Let not your hearts be troubled. Do not let them be afraid. John 14:27
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Christians throughout the world have been invited to say the Lord’s Prayer every day.
Please join them:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen
Rev Tina, for Mountview Uniting Church
https://www.mountviewuca.org/worship.html
Final collation by Mountview Multimedia team.
All protected content is reproduced with accreditation, with permission and or under the worship licenses held by Mountview Uniting Church in good faith.
© 2020 Mountview Uniting Church. All Rights Reserved.

