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Introduction to Worship
Sunday 15th November 2020 – Pentecost 24

It’s been lovely to have a break, to do some gardening, go for walks and spend time with family.
I hope everyone has been enjoying being with family and being able to travel out of Melbourne to
visit family and friends. And to be able to visit and catch up with people in cafés.
This week I walked with Colleen and David Rowe to visit Jenny and Dennis’ Coopers garden,
where their roses are in full bloom and their garden is looking beautiful.
The advent studies begin soon. We have four people coming on Tuesday at 10 AM and five people
coming Wednesday afternoon at 2 PM. The study is focused on hope.
It’s not too late to let me know you’re interested. The deadline for letting me know whether or not
you’re coming is this coming Tuesday. We need to know numbers, so we can plan and organise.
[ Editor Note: RSVP/booking is legally compulsory. People are not permitted to turn up on the day ]

As we slowly gain back some of our freedoms, we are mindful of the need to wear a mask and
observe safe hygiene practices. As Christmas approaches and things open up slowly, I’m sure God will
bring many surprises, blessings and profound experiences into our lives. One blessing that comes
from lockdown is our deep heartfelt gratitude for family, friends and our church family.
The ‘Being Human’ part of our extra worship materials features Jill Kidd and Mountview’s Young
Adults Group collecting food for Christmas hampers from members of the public on Halloween.
A wonderful contribution to the community.
Whitehorse Churches have been working on a Christmas Blessing Video with churches within
Whitehorse contributing. Our church has contributed with Rob and Helen and myself taking part in
recordings. The video(s), when completed, will be made available to all the churches in Whitehorse
for Christmas.
This week we focus on what it means to be a “child of light” in today’s word.
I hope you find the worship a blessing.
Blessings
Rev Tina

Mountview Uniting Church
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Mountview Worship @ Home
Sunday 15th November 2020

‘He Hid His Lord's Money’,

St Edward the Martyr's Church Corfe Castle, Dorset

Hymn: Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord – Middlesbrough Baptist Church

[2:53]

https://youtu.be/ZugvUQ4m90U
Music & Lyrics: David J. Evans 1957– ; © D. J. Evans / Thankyou Music. Posted to YouTube by THENBA with attributions;
Lyrics Reproduced (below) by permission. CCLI Licence #122303 [MUC]

Be Still, For The Presence Of The Lord

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, The Holy One, is here.
Come bow before him now, with reverence and fear.
In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.
Be still for the presence of the Lord, The Holy One, is here.
Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!
Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around
Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace.
No work too hard for him, in faith, receive from him.
Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.

Welcome To Our Service
Our theme today is light and being bearers of the Christ light in the world.

Acknowledgement
We acknowledge those who were here before us, the first inhabitants of this place.
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.

Call To Worship
We are called to encourage one another
To build one another up
To walk in faith
and be Christ’s light in the world
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Prayers Of Adoration, Invocation And Confession
Loving God, you give us the gifts of faith and love.
Your grace keeps our soul, always within your care.
You bless us with your love
Your steadfast love for us is never ceasing
We give you our thanks and praise
Jesus our Lord
You promised us we would become children of God
Filled with life, love and light
You are the light of our lives
It is your light that fills us and inspires our hearts
You lead us to God and grace and eternal life
We give you our thanks and praise
Holy Spirit, always within us
A spring of living water
Light from Christ
Guiding, teaching, leading, prompting
Giving us wisdom
Pouring God’s love into our hearts
We give you our thanks and praise
Lord Our God, father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Send your Spirit upon us.
And, Lord, we come before you knowing we are a forgiven people
If we have not loved our neighbour as ourself
and have hurt them, forgive us
if we have been hurt by our neighbour, give us the grace to forgive them
Lord we come to you, with all that’s on our hearts
In this moment of silence restore us, forgive us, transform our hearts O Lord
Silence

Hear then Christ’s Words of Grace
“Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God

Hymn: Amazing Grace – Andrea Bocelli

[4:21]

https://youtu.be/-0l5dGiaXCo
by John Newton 1725-1807 alt.; Music for Hope – Live from Duomo di Milano (cathedral), Italy, during lockdown 2020;
Posted to YouTube by Canal do Conhecimento with limited attributions

Scripture Readings
NRSV. © National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide
Sometimes an alternate text source (a paraphrase) is used to aid with study and reflection.

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11 – Children of Light
5:1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written
to you. 5:2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
5:3 When they say, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains
come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 5:4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness,
for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5:5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of
the night or of darkness. 5:6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
5:7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 5:8 But since we belong to
the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
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5:9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
5:10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Matthew 25: 14-30
25:14 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;
25:15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
Then he went away. 25:16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them,
and made five more talents. 25:17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
25:18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's
money. 25:19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.
25:20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' 25:21 His master said to him,
'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 25:22 And the one with the two talents also came forward,
saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.'
25:23 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
25:24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;
25:25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'
25:26 But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow,
and gather where I did not scatter? 25:27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and
on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 25:28 So take the talent from him, and
give it to the one with the ten talents. 25:29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have
an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 25:30 As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'"

Hymn: Joyful, Joyful – Helen Jackson

[2:36]

https://youtu.be/e_tzelwBAlE
Composer: Ludwig van Beethoven 1770-1827.
Lyricist: Henry van Dyke 1852-1933 alt. Song: Public Domain
Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.

For The Young At Heart
This is a song that is favourite for many churches and is sung for children of all ages.

Hymn: This Little Light Of Mine – [Artists: Not Stated ]

[4:25]

https://youtu.be/RGWC6_SjHKQ
Harry Dixon Loes 1895–1965; Based on Matthew 5: 14-16;
Published to YouTube by Wesley’s Wuppets, from ‘Psalty the Singing Song Book’, with limited attributions
Seasons of the Spirit; Wood Lake Publishing; Copyright Public Domain (courtesy of the Lyricist) [MUC]

This Little Light Of Mine
This little light of mine
I’m going to let it shine
Oh, this little light of mine
I’m going to let it shine

I’m going to let it shine
Let it shine, all the time, let it shine.
Hide it under a bushel? No!
I’m going to let it shine
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Matthew 5: 14-16 says: “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
16
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father in heaven.”
We are called to let our lights shine in the world, so people know we are Christians. One way of letting
our light shine is through loving our neighbours. Australians are practical Christians and know how to love their
neighbours and contribute when things are tough. We put our faith into practice and know how to build
one another up.

Hymn: Brother Sister Let Me Serve You
– Helen Jackson [2:42]
https://youtu.be/IsabMsp1uvQ
Music & Lyrics: Richard Gillard 1953– ; © R. Gillard / Integrity Music;
Streamed by permission.
CCLI Licence No. 122303 [MUC] Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team.
All Rights Reserved. Image: Centre 81 Christmas Hampers goods

Sermon
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

‘He Hid His Lord's Money’, St Edward the Martyr's Church Corfe Castle, Dorset

“For you are children of light and children of the day;
we are not of the night or darkness” 1 Thessalonians 5:4
Colleen Rowe lent me a book called ‘Phosphorescence’ by Julia Baird, which Julia wrote while undergoing
treatment for cancer. The prelude focuses on the light within, where she speaks of her fascination with
creatures that glow from within and inspired her to write the book. She refers to encountering an unearthly
glow in the wild in glow worms, ghost mushrooms, fireflies, flashlight fish and vampire squids. They are on
forest floors and ceilings, ocean depths and fringes, these luminous creatures that fill us with wonder.
Fireflies can be found in Victoria along the Great Ocean Road at Melba Gully, and other places. We see the
glow of the stars in the night sky and reflected on still water and love the glow of candlelight and lamplight.
We are drawn to unusual light.
Julia told a story of man suffering from heartbreak who lost so much weight it left him looking skeletal.
He said: I just don’t know how I’m going to get through this? A friend told him, ‘Now is when everything that
you have been given in life matters, this is what you draw on. Your parents, friends, work, books, everything
you have ever been told, everything you have learned, this is when you use it.’ She remembered this story
when she came close to death. What sustained her and fascinated her was, ‘ the notion we have the ability to
find, nurture and carry our own inner, living light, a light to ward off the darkness.
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This is not about burning brightly but yielding simple phosphorescence – being luminous at temperatures
below-incandescence, quietly, glowing without combusting.
Staying alive, remaining upright, even when lashed by doubt.’
For us that light is the presence of God’s light within us. When we consider how we have emerged from
lockdown we know this isn’t the time to hide our light, like a lamp hidden in the darkness. It is the time for it
to shine in the darkness as a beacon of hope for others. This is not a time for anyone to bury their talent for
shining in the darkness. God calls us to bring the light of Christ to all who live in darkness.
“Inside Stories” from The Age during lockdown spoke of emerging from domestic confinement, where our
relationship with home has been changed. For many, lockdown has been a positive experience and for others,
not so positive. Positives according to Andrew Stephens are, ‘simplicity, contentment and more considered
choices.’ For others, home has manifested as dark, unsafe and restrictive with a yearning to escape.’
Especially if domestic violence is involved.
Light and dark. These are common contrasts in our world and todays readings speak of them. With Paul
speaking to a community that’s being challenged by the darkness of its times, like our world is by COVID-19.
Paul reminds the church at Thessalonica in Greece that they are not in darkness. They are children of light,
children of the day. They are to keep awake and be aware and put on their battle gear, symbolized by a Roman
soldier’s armor worn into battle, except their weapons are faith a love and the salvation Jesus promises,
that’s not earned but is given to us through the gift of grace.
In the gospel of Matthew, we have the scary story of a man, who out of fear buries his master’s talent, a coin,
and doesn’t invest it. His master returns to find out his servants have invested his money and its increased.
He says well done good and faithful servants to them. Not so for the servant who buried his money out of fear.
He was thrown into the darkness to suffer.
Servants, slaves and armor don’t mean much to us today. However, we do understand investment, darkness,
suffering, and light. We know what it means when people play it safe and are afraid. The enthusiastic servants
were not afraid and made wise investments and got a good return for their master. The good news for us
amongst these contrasting images and stories is we are Jesus disciples with a responsibility to invest what Jesus
has given us, so it grows. He gives us love and faith to invest and grow and it’s like a light in the world, his light.
It’s not something we bury or hide.
Often people look at us and know we are Christians. They find hope in us when they see the light of Christ in us
and know us as children of God. Our light cannot be hidden. We may look in the mirror in the morning when
we brush our teeth and may not always like what we see, but others do. They like the light they see in us.
Imagine one morning when you’re brushing our teeth, saying to yourself, “you’re a child of God and you need
to let your light shine in the world because it’s the light of Christ in you.” (while pointing at yourself)
That would be a positive way to start the day.
I’ve heard a lot about retirement lately. Disciples don’t retire.
I heard stories about the grandmothers of Russia who kept Christianity
alive during the tough times when it was banned. They didn’t retire.
Difficulties make our faith stronger. There’s something very stubborn
about grandparents and their call to share the light of Christ with their
grandchildren. I have a faith because of my grandmother, who took me to
church and nurtured my faith. I’ve organized grandparents’ services
where grandparents bring along their grandchildren. I’ve even baptized
a child during a grandparent’s service. I don’t go for the image of the last
twenty to thirty years of our life being the autumn of our life.
Who wants to lose all their leaves and become dormant?
I’d prefer to think of us as thousand years old gum trees or oaks,
wise and strong with plenty of life and light to offer others.
It’s the grandparents and great-grandparents who will keep our faith alive
and who don’t bury what Christ has given them, love and faith.
The Lord be with you
Rev Tina
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O The Deep, Deep Love Of Jesus –Simon Khorolskiy

[4:40]

https://youtu.be/KLTu1xv2-Us
Violinist: Katie Gayduchik; Composer: Samuel Trevor Francis; Lyrics: S. Trevor Francis.
Posted to YouTube by Simon Khorolskiy with limited attributions

Offering Prayer
about offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have

Lord and giver of every good thing,
we bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom,
all for transformation through your grace and love,
made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen

Prayers Of The People And The Lord’s Prayer
Heather Barnes has prepared the Prayers of the People for you today

We take heart in the God who hears and exercises power for good.
So encouraged, let us call upon God for ourselves and others in need in the Prayers of the People.
Today in the World Prayer cycle our thoughts are with our near northern neighbours of East Timor (Timor
Leste), the Philippines and Indonesia.
These nations vary enormously in size, population, diversity, ethnicity and religious affiliations.
Political unrest, corruption and frequent natural disasters are common to these communities.
Lord we pray for an end to violence and for greater understanding and tolerance; for support for those in dire
poverty, for refugees and displaced persons. We uphold all those who are striving for a fairer life for all and
pray that we may respond to Your call to love our neighbours as ourselves.
Heavenly Father, your whole world is experiencing an unprecedented health emergency. We ask for your
guiding hand for all those responsible for leading their countries through these challenging times.
Here in Australia, and particularly in Victoria, we are thankful that the virus has been managed well and so
restrictions are being eased. May we all continue to play our part to maintain this situation.
Our thought are with the peoples of the USA, who in the midst of this pandemic are in the process of adjusting
to a change of government. May this proceed peacefully and those elected seek to reflect the will of the
people and make wise decisions and laws.
In the Ecumenical and Presbytery Prayer cycles this week we are praying for the congregations and worship
leaders of St. Paul’s Lutheran in Nunawading, North Ringwood and Ringwood UCA’s.
Our prayers are also with the Presbytery Ministers in their wide ranging responsibilities and also as the
Presbytery elects office bearers for the coming year.
May your love be shown and received in all these Communities.
Today at Mountview, we ask for Rev. Tina Lyndon.
Guide and keep her safe and in good health as she ministers amongst us in these challenging times.
Dear Lord we ask for Your blessings for those who are in poor health, in pain, awaiting surgery, grieving or
struggling with family situations. We name them silently in our hearts before you _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .
May they know your comfort and peace.
Loving God, may we as your church witness to your grace and love through our service to others.
We pray the prayer you taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn: Lord The Light (Shine Jesus Shine)
– Helen Jackson [4:44]
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https://youtu.be/dVz73th6EAY
Music & Lyrics: Graham Kendrick 1950– ; © G. Kendrick /
Thank you Music; Streamed by permission.
CCLI Licence No. 122303 [MUC]
Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.

Dismissal
Go out into the world in the power of the Spirit and in all things at all times remember Christ is with you.
Make your life your worship to the praise and glory of God. Amen

Hymn: Shalom To You Now – Helen Jackson

[1:01]

https://youtu.be/2oqiFenpWxY
Lyrics by Elise Shoemaker Eslinger 1942– , to a traditional Spanish melody.
Lyrics: © E. S. Eslinger / United Methodist Publishing. Lyrics reproduced (below) and music streamed by permission.
CCLI Licence No. 122303 [MUC] Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved
Prayerfully read the words
Imagine your family in Christ and send them heartfelt blessings
from the Lord

Shalom To You Now

Shalom to you now,
shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies bless you,
my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom,
Christ be your shalom.
I have provided extra resources to accompany you on the journey. Rev Tina

Extra Worship Resources
Optimism and Encouragement
‘Ikigai’ is a book about the Japanese secret to a long and happy life, by Hector Garcia and Francesc Miralles
We all want to be happy. What is true happiness? Is it fulfilment or finding our true self or being financially
secure or a state of mind or being free? We want it from others and the outside world and end up discovering
it’s already within us in the simplicity and ordinariness of life. Ikagai has a series of interviews of people who
have lived long lives and have found happiness. Some of the elderlies shared some wisdom. Be optimistic!
“‘I’m ninety-eight but consider myself young. I still have so much to do.”
“Every day I say to myself, ‘today will be full of health and energy. Live it to the fullest.’”
“Dancing and singing with your grandchildren is the best thing in life.”
Most people who were interviewed had a veggie garden, which they find a source of health, life and purpose.
For us, even a pot of chilies or parsley can be a veggie garden. I saw an article in The Age about
a young woman who lives in a high rise and has a veggie garden growing in pots on her balcony.
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Leunig. Used by permission.

More from a book called ‘Phosphorescence’, by Julia Baird
On dark days during treatment for cancer when it seemed Julia’s days imploded with loss and illness, and when
she had to find and tap her own reserves, her search for what makes us phosphorescent became urgent.
She began a quest for what Emily Dickenson called, ‘the light within’ and these are the lessons for life and living
she found: To pay attention, to appreciate the soothing power of the ordinary, to seek awe and nature daily,
and to show kindness, practise grace, eschew vanity, be bold, embrace family, friends, faith, and doubt,
imperfection and mess, and live deliberately.

Joan Chittister in her book ‘Songs of the Heart’ wrote:
“Life lies in taking all the pieces of our lives, considering what has been the function of each
and growing beyond them to the person we want to be now.”

Reflections
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Nature is at our doorstep and Melbourne is a city of parks and gardens. Now that the 25 KM limit to travel
has been lifted we are free to travel. This photo comes from the National Rhododendron Gardens.
I was fascinated by the reflections in the water which reminded me of how we reflect Christ’s inner light.
People can see the light in us, and it plants a seed of longing in them to draw closer to God
and find that inner light within them.

Being Human
‘Halloween Happenings’ comes from Jill Kidd, for Centre 81
At about 7:00 PM on the evening of Halloween, the phone rang.
It was Daniel Jackson, asking me to go up to Centre 81, as the annual Halloween collection had been done!
Not even a Pandemic could stop our ‘Young Adults Group’, and some very, very young adults, from doing what
they have done regularly on Halloween, for many years.
What a wonderful sight it was, as we turned the corner into Doncaster East Road—there they were, a group of
“masked” Halloween revellers, our young people, plus the many bags of food which they had collected.
It was lovely to see the excitement amongst them, as they caught up with one another, after being in lockdown
for such a long time. The food collection was done in the area of Thomas Street, Burnett Street and Mitcham
Road. The residents of the homes on which they
called were very complimentary, and positive
about the reasoning behind what they were doing,
and their gifts were very generous.
Our Centre 81 clients will benefit from our caring
young people, and the generosity of the Mitcham
community, when they receive their Christmas
Hampers in mid-December.
We left the young ones tucking into cupcakes,
as they continued catching up with one another
on the lawn in front of Centre 81.
Thank you all so very much for caring,
and may God bless you in all that you do.

May we pray the Lord’s Prayer for all those throughout the world
who are dying and suffering because of COVID-19
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen

Rev Tina, for Mountview Uniting Church
The following link is to the ‘Worship’ page on our website, from where other resources may be accessed:
https://www.mountviewuca.org/worship.html
Final collation by Mountview Multimedia team.
All protected content is reproduced with accreditation, with permission and or under the worship licenses held by
Mountview Uniting Church in good faith. © 2020 Mountview Uniting Church. All Rights Reserved.
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