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Introduction To Worship
Sunday 11th October 2020 – Pentecost 19

This old oak tree stands tall at the Yarra Flats Park in Eaglemont. Consider its story.
The different seasons and days, storms and calm times, moments in history and the thousands of people who
have walked past during its long life. It must be at least a hundred years old.
As we age, we become strong and wise like this tree which has sent deep roots down into the soil.
Like this tree, there are times when we feel life is dormant, but know a great deal is going on within and
deep down where our roots grow in God. We face seasons and days and storms and calm times too.
It’s spring and once again this tree, begins its cycle of life again. May we begin a new cycle of life as we slowly
emerge out of this time of lockdown and restrictions.
This week we continue focusing on Psalm 150 and praising God as a way of life.
The weather may be Melbourne’s everchanging weather, all in one day, but sunny days are returning.
Flowers are everywhere and everything is blossoming.
I hope you enjoyed our communion service.
Many thanks for Aileen Youngs for setting up Communion, Lorraine Grant for doing the flowers and the new
notice in the Church noticeboard, Lynne Rosenthal for reading the Prayers of the People for John Williams,
Jenny Balshaw for doing the readings, and Rob and Helen for doing the recording of the service and the hymns.
Joyce Suto is now at Strathdon in Forest Hill. Many thanks for Heather, Colleen and Margot for their pastoral
care of Joyce during this difficult time. We all hope Joyce has happy days at Strathdon.
I’m doing a funeral for a family connected with Blackburn Nunawading next Wednesday.
Please say a prayer for the family and me, that the service goes well at Bethel in their chapel.
I can now also walk within 5 km of Mountview (my workplace). Let me know if you’d like a pastoral walk,
even if it’s around the block or just up the road from your home or for a takeaway coffee across the road.
I hope you enjoy the Worship and it blesses you.
Blessings
Rev Tina

Mountview Uniting Church
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Mountview Worship @ Home
Sunday 11th October 2020

Hymn: All Things Bright And Beautiful – Helen Jackson

[3:40]

https://youtu.be/y_bo9sBhALA
Composer: William Henry Monk 1823-89; Public Domain. Lyricist Refrain and vv.2 alt. and 5:
Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-95; Public Domain. Lyricists vv.4: TIS Compilers (AHB Company); Public Domain.
Lyricist: vv.1 and 3: Brian Black 1926– ; © B. Black; Lyrics Reproduced (below) and Streamed by permission.
CCLI Licence No. 122303 [MUC] Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.

All Things Bright And Beautiful
Refrain

All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful –
the Lord God made them all.
The wildflowers in their beauty,
the mountain ranges tall,
the billabongs and rivers,
and friendly birds that call,
Refrain
The cold wind in the winter,
the bright, life-giving sun,
the ripe fruits in the garden –
he made them every one.
Refrain

The coloured walls of gorges,
the gum trees green and tall,
the rocks, and pools, and
the sparkling waterfall,
Refrain
The many-coloured corals,
the creatures of the sea,
of bushland, field or desert,
on farms, or roaming free,
Refrain
He gave us eyes to see them,
and lips that we might tell
how great is God Almighty
who has made all things well.
Refrain

Welcome To Our Service
Today’s theme is standing firm in the Lord and being of the same mind as the Lord

Acknowledgment
We acknowledge those who were here before us, the first inhabitants of this place.
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.
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Call To Worship
Stand firm in the Lord.
Be of the same mind in the Lord
Rejoice in the Lord always.
For the Lord is near. Rejoice!

Prayers Of Adoration, Invocation And Confession
Lord our God, you help us to stand firm in the Lord
and rejoice always in all circumstances,
you help us do all things in prayer and be of the same mind in Christ.
We turn to you when discouraged and worried
and you hear our prayers.
You are near to us.

We will stand firm in the Lord
Jesus, our Lord, we look to you for hope,
For you lift up our hearts and fill us with peace.
We look to you and follow your example.
You help us have the same mind as you,
helping us become gentle.
You help us live in peace and harmony with one another
You fill our mind with good things
and draw us nearer to God and
raise us up and help us become all you have called us to be.

We will stand firm in the Lord
Holy Spirit, come,
fill our hearts with joy and praise for God,
help us know the gospel in our hearts
and give us courage to stand firm in the Lord.
Inspire us to reach out to God in prayer.
Come Holy Spirit.

We will stand firm in the Lord
Lord, if during this time we have hurt another,
forgive us and transform our hearts,
give us grace to accept forgiveness or offer forgiveness.
In this silence Lord, we come to you
with all that’s on our hearts and all that’s left undone,
help us see and know your love and glory Lord.
Help us draw near to you and make a new beginning in our lives.
Silence

Hear then Christ’s words of grace to us
“Your sins are forgiven”

Thanks be to God
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Song: Climb Every Mountain – (finale soundtrack from “The Sound of Music”)

[1:10]

https://youtu.be/AeOMwXeMYwE
Composer: Richard Rodgers; Lyricist: Oscar Hammerstein II.
Posted to YouTube by skyMTV with limited attribution

Song: Climb Every Mountain – Susan Boyle

[3:03]

https://youtu.be/32cmmRO4K9E
Composer: Richard Rodgers; Lyricist: Oscar Hammerstein II.
With Lyrics. Posted to YouTube by Giulia Zarantonello with limited attributions

Scripture Readings
NRSV. © National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide

Psalm 150
150:1 Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament! 150:2 Praise him
for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 150:3 Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp! 150:4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!
150:5 Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals.
150:6 Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!

Philippians 4: 1-9
4:1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in
this way, my beloved. 4:2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.
4:3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the
work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 4:5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. 4:6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 4:8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable,
if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 4:9 Keep on doing
the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.

Matthew 22: 1-14
22:1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:
22:2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.
22:3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come.
22:4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, 'Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.'
22:5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business,
22:6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.
22:7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.
22:8 Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.
22:9 Go therefore into the main streets and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.'
22:10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad;
so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
22:11 "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
a wedding robe, 22:12 and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?'
And he was speechless. 22:13 Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot,
and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen."
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Hymn: Great Is Your Faithfulness – Helen Jackson

[3:20]

https://youtu.be/YpqWD68pBCk
Composer: William Marion Runyan 1870-1957.
Lyricist: Thomas Obadiah Chisholm 1866-1960 alt.; based on Lamentations 3: 22, 23.
Song: © W. M. Runyan / T. O. Chisholm / Hope Publishing; Permission to stream the music obtained from ONE LICENSE,
Licence #A-620587 [MUC] Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.

For the Young at Heart

This book speaks about a child’s perspective of lockdown.
They spend a lot of time looking out the window of their home and see a new world looking back at them
where there are no more crowds, so they enjoy the clouds and try to see shapes and animals in them.
Children next door greet them from over the fence or wave from the street below.
They watch emergency vehicles pass by or a lady playing music on a balcony.
Windows everywhere have rainbows and teddies.
Sometimes they imagine scary things at the window, and they worry.
Then they see their grandpop doing a funny dance and making funny faces just outside the window.
Calling out he’d love to give them a hug but will wait for another day when all the world can dance and kiss and
hug again. I’m glad I bought this book. I’ll read it to my grandchildren, and I hope you enjoyed its story.

Sermon

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen
Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi would have been read out in front of the congregation and was meant

to encourage them during difficult times to embrace God’s peace and joy and rejoice in the Lord,
which isn’t easy to do if we’re feeling distressed, flat and discouraged. However, when we rejoice in the Lord
no matter what our circumstances, we can find the deep peace within us that only God offers us.
Paul does his best to convince the church that God is near, always. This is true. God is near.
And this offers us reassurance that we are not alone. Through God’s spirit dwelling in us we find the strength
and courage to go on and embrace life, with new purpose. God is always with us.
Paul’s letter also addresses a pastoral issue. He urges the church to stand firm in the Lord and then explains
how. Two women in the church aren’t getting on and he urges them to be of the same mind in the Lord.

He urges the congregation to think and be more like Jesus, especially those who aren’t getting on very well.
Harmony in the church is important and Paul explains how its achieved. By standing firm in the Lord
and being of the same mind as the Lord. We achieve this by rejoicing in the Lord in all circumstances,
by embracing the Lord’s gentleness, and by turning to prayer instead of being anxious.
These three ways of being will help us find God’s peace in our soul.

6

How we live out our life is important. Paul urges the congregation to focus on what is just, pure, pleasing
to God, commendable, and worthy of praise. To think of these things and keep on doing them daily.
I’ve just finished reading a book called: When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi.
He trained as a neurosurgeon and had almost finished his residency when he was diagnosed with cancer.
He had chemo and briefly returned to his residency and graduated, then his cancer returned.
He wrote the book during his last year of life. Towards the end of the book he writes about returning
to his faith as a Christian and what it was like as a scientist to believe in God. He had been raised in a devout
Christian family, where prayer and scripture readings were a nightly ritual. He had explored the scientific
worldview of faith and God, but now, when he was dying, he realised to banish God from the world was to also
banish love, hate, and meaning from the world. He’d come to the conclusion if you believe in meaning, you
believe in God and science provides no basis for God. He returned to the central values of Christianity for him,
of sacrifice, redemption and forgiveness, because he found them compelling. This man embraced his faith
and stood firm in the Lord and found peace.
A friend’s husband died a few years back and I did the funeral for him. He planned his funeral over a roast
dinner and glass of wine, which took him over an hour to eat. (He had cancer) He said: ‘I wish I had a faith.
I’d like to think life goes on and I could watch my family from heaven and know they are ok.’ I reassured him
that I was sure he would be able to watch over them. To trust in that. He chose a children’s book,
Derek the Dinosaur, to be read out at this funeral. The story was so like him. Derek the dinosaur wanted
to be gentle and knit jumpers and pants and socks and hats and scarves. When the ice age came his friends
sought him out to wear the warm clothes and have more knitted for them. John was like this; he was gentle
and quiet and would fly to Sydney to help a friend with renovations. The funeral was held at Springvale
crematorium and 250 people came, scientists and members of the Chinese community, most without a faith.
There is a large cross on the wall, and I was wearing one. There were prayers and readings.
Afterwards more than half the people came to me saying the funeral John planned touched their hearts.
We all know the story about one person usually telling ten people of a profound experience.
If each person who came to the funeral told ten people, potentially 2,500 people would hear about the funeral.
I’m sure God was near to John and his family and to all who came to his funeral. This man may not have
declared his faith, but he lived his life according to Christs values of gentleness and compassion towards others.
Paul says, be gentle. Embody the gentleness of Jesus, who was a quiet and gentle man. Gentleness in a world
like ours is noticed by others. It seems to be absent in the media and with a lot of movies and TV.
A gentle person stands out in our society. People used to be called gentlewomen and gentlemen.
It means of noble birth or good social standing. Someone who is kind, polite, and honest or having a mild, kind,
tender temperament or character, moderate in action, effect or degree, not strong or violent.
I’d say at times it takes strength and self-control to be gentle. In some situations. 2 Cor 10:1 speaks of the
gentleness and meekness of Christ. Galatians 5 speaks of growing in the gifts of the spirit, of love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Our Church in the Basis of Union
confesses Jesus as Lord. We look to Jesus as our exemplar, who teaches us how to live out his gospel of love.
When we lean into Jesus and live out his teachings and values, we find the deep peace God promises and this
peace is not affected by worry, anxiety, fears, and negative feelings. This peace is within us and available to us
at all times. Paul said the cure for anxiety and worry is prayer, prayers of supplication and thanksgiving.
Supplication is about asking for something earnestly and humbly. I remember as a child everyone praying
on their knees. I still see it in some churches. It does become more difficult as we age. Jesus advised going
into our rooms where no one can see us and praying. It’s what comes from our hearts that counts.
Paul advised people to sing the hymn from Philippians 2:5-11 and to pray, whenever they felt discouraged or
worried. To turn to Jesus and allow him to lift up their spirits or hearts. If we’re not up to a long prayer, an
arrow prayer will reach God’s ears. A simple, ‘Lord, help me’, will be heard by God and bring peace to our soul.
Paul’s letter speaks of having noble thoughts that are kind, loving and good. What we fill our minds with
during the day influences our thoughts. Perhaps we need to guard our hearts and minds.
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I must say there are times when shows on TV, or stories in the newspapers, or news available online,
sometimes have senseless violence and I find them upsetting and turn off the TV or walk away or
don’t read them. I want to maintain a sense of peace and try to read and watch and listen to uplifting things
and get outdoors or talk with people. Whatever we encounter during the day is processed in our mind and
influences our thoughts. Paul was onto something when he spoke about filling our minds with the right things.
People have developed practices for centuries where they begin and end the day with prayer and meditation
on scripture or quietness or a moment of reflection or reading a devotional. It’s like their devotional or
prayer practices hold them in God’s presence all day, no matter what they are doing and makes it easier
for them to live out Jesus’ kingdom values and to look to him as their exemplar. To live in Christ,
to put on Christ and to live out Christ’s love in the world. This time with God doesn’t have to be hours.
A loving gaze will do. Although the more time we spend with God the more we are shaped by God.
It is good for each of us to develop our own practice of prayer and time with God.
Live your lives according to Christ’s ways and stand firm in the Lord in all circumstances.
Rejoice in the Lord and embrace his gentleness and be of the same mind as Christ and pray always
and you will find the peace of God that you long for in your soul.
The Lord be with you.

Praying Woman – from Sweden

Rev Tina

Hymn: The King Of Love – Helen Jackson

[2:33]

https://youtu.be/wbylOuNtM9M
Composer: John Bacchus Dykes 1823-76. Lyricist: Henry William Baker 1821-77; based on Psalm 23.
Song: Public Domain. Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved.

Offering Prayer
about offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have

Lord and giver of every good thing
we bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom
all for transformation through your grace and love
made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen

Hymn: You Raise Me Up – Selah

[5:03]

https://youtu.be/wUoI0OSIeqQ
Song by: Rolf Løvland, Brendan Graham.
Posted to YouTube by OnlyByGraceAndMercy with attributions
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Prayers Of The People And The Lord’s Prayer
Tim Joyce has prepared the Prayers of the people for you today

God of everlasting love, provider of all things,
We pray for your world and all your people
Make us good stewards of your creation
Make us your instruments in your service
Make your way known to all people
Almighty God we pray for your church
Guide and govern it by your Spirit,
so that all may be led in the way of truth
and hold the faith in unity of spirit and in the bond of peace
We pray for our congregation here at Mountview
For clear vision and purpose
For connection and community when we are feeling isolation
That in times of adversity, your church will be there for its people and the wider community
We pray too Lord
For the work and witness other churches
For the Anglican Church of the Holy Name, Vermont South;
For the Uniting Church congregation of Mooroolbark (St Margaret's);
And for Uniting AgeWell’s Nangare Independent Living Units
We that pray for the ministry that these and all churches undertake in their local communities
For their witness and work, and for the work of the agencies of the Uniting Church, especially those who
provide care for the aged.
We pray that your church may bring glory to your name
And that they will always reflect your call to love, justice and compassion and to speak out against poverty and
injustice
Merciful Lord we pray For all the nations and peoples of the earth - for justice, mercy, and peace.
We pray this morning for the countries of Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico
We are thankful for:
•
the cultures and foods distinctive here, yet enjoyed around the world
•
indigenous and other groups who have resisted injustice and human rights violations
•
church leaders who have spoken out and acted on behalf of the poor and marginalized
•
developments that improve life for all, while also caring for the environment.
We pray for:
•
stable, democratically elected governments committed to the peace and wellbeing of all
•
comfort and healing for the families and loved ones of those who have been killed or
disappeared, and for those responsible to be brought to justice
•
stopping corruption, drug traffic, and violence, and those who profit from such activities
•
improved economic life and trade policies so that people will not be exploited and can pursue
livelihoods in these countries rather than migrating elsewhere for work
Loving God
We pray for these people and all those people of the world and of our own community and nation who suffer,
are mistreated, are neglected or forgotten.
We pray for all who are marginalised, forgotten or suffering
For those feeling lonely and isolated
For the mentally ill, the poor and those who have lost their jobs
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We pray for refugees and asylum seekers– that they will be not be forgotten.
That they will be treated with the respect and dignity
We pray for those whose lives have been turned upside down by this pandemic.
For those suffering from COVID-19. For those who are suffering hardship because of COVID-19
For those working to find a vaccine and to contain the spread of the virus
We pray that our leaders, our governments, our churches, our communities, will be prepared to listen and to
respond to those in need.
Make us a people who will walk and live together in lasting acceptance and respect for each other
We pray for ourselves, that through our choices, actions and words we may live out our faith in our everyday
lives, growing more compassionate and generous each day.
Merciful Lord – We pray for those in special need at this time
for the sick
the lonely
the grieving
We remember those in our own communities and families who are suffering.
We entrust these people to your care
We pray that you will provide comfort and support and inspire us to so provide in your name
Risen Christ. Stand with us. Grant us peace – that we might serve you in the world
Through Jesus Christ our crucified and risen Lord, who taught us to pray…
Our Father in heaven
hallowed be Your name
your Kingdom come
your will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven
Give us today our daily bread
And forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever AMEN

Dismissal
Go out into the world in the power of the Spirit and in all things at all times remember Christ is with you.
Make your life your worship, to the praise and glory of God. Amen

Hymn: Shalom To You Now – Helen Jackson

[1:01]

https://youtu.be/2oqiFenpWxY
Lyrics by Elise Shoemaker Eslinger 1942– , to a traditional Spanish melody.
Lyrics: © E. S. Eslinger / United Methodist Publishing. Lyrics reproduced (below) and music streamed by permission.
CCLI Licence No. 122303 [MUC] Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved

Shalom To You Now

Prayerfully read the words. Imagine your family in Christ and send them heartfelt blessings from the Lord

Shalom to you now,
shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies
bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom,
Christ be your shalom.

I have provided extra resources to accompany you on the journey. Rev Tina
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Extra Worship Resources

Psalm 150
Praising God Everywhere
We can praise God everywhere. There are no limits. In His mighty sanctuary, heavens and everywhere
under the broad sky. From every shore and mountain, under sunsets and sunrises and rainbows, in the middle
of the ocean and in our own homes. Even in our kitchens, like Wesley’s mum. She had a tribe of children
and every day she would sit down next to the fire in the kitchen and pull her apron up and over her head.
All her children knew it was prayer time and would be still and quiet and let her be with God.
Perhaps her prayers led to Charles, John and Samuel Wesley becoming ministers. We often never know
what seeds are planted in our children’s heart’s when we pray in front of them. Add your voice to the eternal
world-wide choir of people who praise God in so many ways, who pray earnestly and live their faith
in the way they live their life and in all they do.

Being Human
The first photo below is of the flowers Lorraine created for the Communion Service. Thanks Lorraine.
The other is the latest notice on the notice board. Lorraine said the guy at the Tile Company, across the road
from Mountview and our notice board, gave our last notice the thumbs Up! (Love makes the world go around).
People are paying attention to our notice board.
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Written by Izmir, formally Smryna – Polycarp, disciple of John
From Celtic Daily Prayer Bk 2, The Northumbria Community Trust 2015

Have you seen Him who my soul loves?
This is my steady desire: to see face to face the One I have not seen but yet believe.
John the elder saw Him, knew Him, walked with Him,
this stranger, messiah, teacher, loving friend.
He saw his Lord transfigured on a hill-top
but watched helpless as He kept his tryst with death,
His bleeding body stretched upon a Roman Cross.
He sensed the empty tomb, and said, ‘He is not here’,
Had days of conversation with his risen Friend.
John said that now in Heaven his loving eyes
burn like a fire, that love is fire,
and fire is love for ever.
I have heard of You, my Lord,
with the hearing of the ear.
For many years I have steadily loved You,
but now I beg You: find me faithful.
Let my life be a pail brimful of living water
that cannot spill out bitterness if kicked or jolted.
Let your breath fill the sails
of this frail, faithful vessel.
Gather Your Polycarp unto your breast.
Look on me with love, then though it burns, Lord,
allow me to look with steady gaze into Your face.

Love Is A Fire
Our hearts burn,
when we hear the Lord’s word,
touching the marrow of our bones,
knitting us all together,
holding us within God,
transforming us,
into – being love in the world.

TN

Hymn: Because He Lives (Amen) – West Coast Baptist College Choir

[5:04]

https://youtu.be/-LwBqG7uXbY
Also known as “I Believe In The Son”; By: Chris Tomlin; Daniel Carson; Ed Cash; Gloria Gaither; Jason Ingram; Matt Maher;
William J. Gaither; Posted to YouTube by West Coast Baptist College with limited attributions

We Blossom In God’s Time
And When We’re Ready
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I bought a bulb at a church fete years ago and for the first time – it’s blossomed.
I like to think it’s a metaphor for us, where all of us blossom at different times in our life, no matter what age.

Philippians 2: 5-11
Paul encouraged people to say or sing the hymn he wrote in Philippians 2: 5-11
and I’ve written about this hymn in the extra worship resources, so you understand more about today’s
reading from the letter to the church in Philippi. It is central to the letter, and this chapter and verses
which teach us how to live out the hymn.
2:5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 2:6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 2:7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 2:8 he humbled himself and became obedient
to the point of death – even death on a cross. 2:9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him
the name that is above every name, 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, 2:11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 2:13 for it is God who is at work
in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Short explanation of the letter to the Church in Philippi
Paul wrote the letter to the church at Philippi from Prison. When it was written Philippi was a Roman colony in
Macedonia, and it was situated on the main road between Rome and the East. It was on the crossroads,
a centre of land and sea travel and trade. A multicultural city and centre for purple dye and cloth.
Home of Lydia, who was mentioned in Acts as a wealthy merchant and ‘God’ fearer, who became a follower of
Jesus and leader in the Church. (Acts 16:11-15, 40). A city that was part of Pauls’ Macedonian call. The core
message of Paul’s letter is be united in Christ on your common hardships and suffering, and Joy in Christ.
The hymn is the story of Jesus Christ in relation to God as a self-humbling, obedient servant, yet equal to God.
For Paul, Jesus self-giving was about His incarnation, and emptying himself was about his dying on the cross,
where his death was an act of love and humble obedience to God, where after he was raised, he was exalted
by God to become Lord. Today’s reading 4: 1-9 encourages people to make the hymn part of their lives.

Lectio Divina (munching on the Word of God)
You’re invited to say the hymn (Phil 2: 5-11) quietly and prayerfully to yourself. Read it through the first time,
slowly, noting which words and sentences you’re drawn to, pause and then read it again, quietly meditating
on the words, and allow the words to speak into your heart. Then quietly give thanks to God. If you a have
a journal, write down the words or sentences you feel drawn to or ponder on them during the day.
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Christians throughout the world have been invited to say the Lord’s Prayer every day.
Please join them:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen
Rev Tina, for Mountview Uniting Church
The following link is to the ‘Worship’ page on our website, from where other resources may be accessed:
https://www.mountviewuca.org/worship.html
Final collation by Mountview Multimedia team.
All protected content is reproduced with accreditation, with permission and or under the worship licenses held by
Mountview Uniting Church in good faith. © 2020 Mountview Uniting Church. All Rights Reserved.

