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Sunday 27th March 2022
Introit – Be Still For The Presence Of The Lord – CMM UCA Media
https://youtu.be/3-yBLNgQkvY
Be still, for the presence of the Lord the holy one is here;
come bow before Him now
with reverence and fear:
in Him no sin is found we stand on holy ground.
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.
Music & Lyrics: David J. Evans 1957– ; © D. J. Evans / Thankyou Music;
Lyrics reproduced by permission. CCLI Licence No. 122303 [UCA-MV]

Welcome
May the worship bless you
Acknowledgment
We acknowledge those who were here before us, the first inhabitants of this place. We honor them for their
custodianship of the land on which we gather today.
Call to Worship
There are no favorites in the kingdom of God
All are loved equally by God
Jesus said: Those who humble themselves will be exalted
There are no favorites in the kingdom of God
All are loved equally by God

Leunig – Used with Permission

Prayers of Adoration, Invocation and Confession
Generous God
Inviting all to be your guests at your banquet of life
welcoming, loving, caring,
we belong to you Lord.
We are guests at your table
we give you our thanks and praise

Jesus Christ, you speak for the powerless
those who have no place at societies table
you come and welcome all who have no voice to the banquet
loving us, accepting us, caring for us. We belong to you
we give you our thanks and praise
Holy Spirit changing our hearts
turning things upside-down in our lives
What would we do without you?
We give you our thanks and praise
come Holy Spirit come
Come and change our hearts
help us belong to God’s table
help us treat the marginalised as Jesus treats them
help us use our power and wealth to make the world a better place
and Lord if we haven’t loved you with all our being and others as ourselves
Forgive us and remind us of who we are and who our neighbour is
Help us reach out with love
To those who are marginalised and excluded
To those who don’t have a place of belonging or home or are denied justice
Lord forgive us, if we haven’t acted
Help us to act
Lord in this moment of silence we come before you asking for forgiveness and a new beginning
Silence
Hear then Christs words of grace to us
“Your sins are forgiven”
Thanks be to God
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Hymn – 655 O Let The Son Of God Enfold You, John Wimber, Chet Valley Churches
https://youtu.be/6PYx0PXOyo8
Reading: Luke 14: 1-24
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the
sabbath, they were watching him closely. 2 Just then, in front of him, there was a man who had dropsy. 3 And
Jesus asked the lawyers and Pharisees, “Is it lawful to cure people on the sabbath, or not?” 4 But they were
silent. So Jesus[b] took him and healed him, and sent him away. 5 Then he said to them, “If one of you has a
child[c] or an ox that has fallen into a well, will you not immediately pull it out on a sabbath day?” 6 And they
could not reply to this.
7
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8 “When you are invited
by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished
than you has been invited by your host; 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give
this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move
up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
12
He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you
would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
15
One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom
of God!” 16 Then Jesus[d] said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. 17 At the time for the
dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ 18 But they
all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see
it; please accept my regrets.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out;
please accept my regrets.’ 20 Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’
[a]
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So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to
his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind,
and the lame.’ 22 And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ 23 Then the
master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house
may be filled. 24 For I tell you,[e] none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’”
NRSV © National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide

Hymn – 665 Jesus Christ is Waiting – John Bell
UCPC Upper Clyde Parish Church 2020
https://youtu.be/AOiMUJmJwZ8
Sermon – All are welcome to God’s table – Rev Tina
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, amen

What Jesus suggests in todays’ gospel is scandalous. It’s a reversal in meal etiquette.
This was a world when social status and position were foundational for societies structure. A time when status
was based on honour and prestige. A time when where someone sat counted and usually it was as close to the
host as possible, because where one sat was a public statement about their status. Seating arrangements were
carefully made by the host and each guest wanted a more honourable seat. Meals were used to publicise and
reinforce social hierarchy. Invitations to meals were carefully considered. Guests invited to one’s table were
usually from a select inner circle. Guests were seated at the table to enhance their social position.
This was a culture where payback was important, a system that tied gifts and obligations to every person, from
the emperor to a child living in a distant province, into a web of social relationships. Gifts were not free.
There was an expectation of receiving back a gift of equal value. Strings were attached. To accept an invitation
to a banquet meant being obligated to hold a banquet of equal value and invite the person to it who invited
you to their banquet.
The Pharisees and scribes had been watching Jesus closely.
They saw him heal on the sabbath and break the law. But Jesus had been watching them too.
He advises them not to seek the most important seats near the host. He suggests a more prudent strategy.
Not claiming the best seat in case, the host asks them to move from it so a more important person can sit in it,
where there was a risk of being publicly shamed. Better to wait for the host to invite them to sit in the seat
closest to them and call them friend in front of everyone, so everyone knows there is a relationship, and they
are a favourite of the host.
So far so good. The Pharisees may have smiled and nodded their heads in agreement.
After all everyone was watching and listening to the conversation.
Then Jesus goes further and makes an outrageous suggestion to invite the marginalised and poor, the lame and
blind, to their banquets.
The suggestion of a wealthy and powerful person inviting a poor person to their banquet would have been
considered a joke, unthinkable and outrageous. They couldn’t payback with a reciprocal invitation to a
banquet of equal value. To invite them was to upset the foundations of society and social order.
It would endanger the social status of the host. It would be a waste because there was no chance of it being
reciprocated. It would be embarrassing for the poor person because they couldn’t payback.
Jesus’ parable is not about strategies to obtain status and honour and respect from peers and to hold fast to
power and status. What Jesus suggests is about receiving God’s approval and commendation.
That’s what’s important.
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God isn’t impressed by social credentials that govern social relations like family linage, networks of friends and
wealth, status and power and self-enhancement, at others expense.
The Pharisees and scribes must have been furious!

Jesus very public proposal turned their notions of social foundations upside down, for they depended on social
boundaries that excluded the poor. They liked to create categories of who is in and who’s out, who belongs
and who doesn’t belong. Those who were excluded were the poor, lame, blind, and those with leprosy.
The marginalised were not valued. They had no voice, wealth, status, or power. They were powerless.
Jesus reverses all this when he says the poor and marginalised belong at God’s table.
They are God’s guests. They are God’s people.
What Jesus suggests upsets the social order and economy. He is calling for a redistribution on behalf of the
poor, a propound generosity where those who share generously receive a beatitude in return, a blessing
fulfilled when people come face to face with God when they enter into eternal life, at the final resurrection,
after they die. They receive divine repayment. Jesus isn’t saying this because of a divine payback. He is saying
it so people know what’s important is a generosity that flows from knowing the mercy of God. If they can show
compassion and mercy to the marginalised like God does, they will be in right relationship with God. They will
be righteous and blessed and receive a divine reward.
What an interesting dinner conversation.
I can’t imagine we would have this kind of conversation at the dinner table with our guests.
So, what is Jesus saying to us today in this parable? All of us have had encounters with people who are
considered marginalised in today’s society and many of us have given generously to causes, charities and needy
people. The Forest Hill Op Shop gives generously to the community, this year donating to Uniting’s East
Burwood Centre, On-going Change and the Tongan Appeal.
Like you I’ve had encounters over my life that relate to today’s gospel.
I first met a leper in Nepal, sitting on the footpath begging twenty years ago and when I reached out with some
money in my hand, and he took it from me, he touched my hand. I felt shocked and worried whether I had
“caught” leprosy. I checked things out and discovered it is difficult to “catch” it. For the rest of the trip, I was
cautious. I shared a metal basin with a local woman as we sat in a hot spring along the side of a river. We both
delighted in pouring hot water over each other’s head. But afterwards I worried. What if she had leprosy?
A silly thought, really.
When I returned home an elderly lady at my church had knitted soft woollen bandages for people with leprosy
and asked me to drop them off at the Leprosy Mission in Box Hill, which I did. Since then, I’ve come to know
more about Leprosy and how there are three communities in Nepal with Leprosy, thousands of people.
They are marginalised. There is stigma and because of this people hide it until it’s too late and their hands
become deformed. In a nation where people greet one another by saying Nameste, with hands cupped
together, it is easy to see who has leprosy. Many are rejected by their families.

I heard many people with leprosy in the communities are Christians. Perhaps they find acceptance and
belonging and strength to go on, through their faith and community.
When I was in Singapore about thirty years ago, my husband and myself were walking along Orchard Road at
night, where all the expensive shops and hotels are situated, and wealthy people go for walks. I saw a man
coming towards me with a walking stick. He was feeling his way by tapping on the path. I could see he was
blind. As he passed by me, i saw another blind man, holding onto the back of his shirt. The first blind man was
leading him, slowly and gently along, step by step, through the night and the darkness, as if they were one,
were brothers, united by care and compassion.
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Back home and I’m at a dinner, seated at a table with VIP’s and bishops and I decide to join the groups of
Christian’s down near flinders Street Station. It’s about fifteen years ago. Rosie’s Bus operated by the Oblates
and Good Samaritan sisters are there offering hot drinks and doughnuts and conversation. The Open Family
bus is there offering blankets, toasted sandwiches, friendship, and referrals. People labelled as addicts,
homeless, with mental health issues or from the boarding houses are there alongside aboriginals’ and Christian
outreach volunteers. It’s a community where people belonged and shared and cared for one another.
A thirteen-year-old girl was there, addicted to drugs. Her mother, a psychologist had kicked her out.
I remember an aboriginal boy, whose uncle was an elder. He may have been rejected by his community in
central Australia. He was a long way from home. I took his runners home and washed them in the washing
machine and returned them the following week. He smiled when he took them back and put them on.
I was a volunteer at a respite house about twenty years ago, when people with HIV Aids were marginalised.
I met Alan and he made me a coffee. I worried about catching HIV Aids when I drank it. Silly really. The men
staying there were lovely and felt accepted, valued and like they belonged. A catholic order of nuns and
volunteers provided hospitality. I visited Alan in hospital at the Alfred and took some lip and foot balm for him
and his friend, who was also visiting, got down on his knees and rubbed the balm into his feet. The day he was
dying I arrived at the Alfred, not knowing, and found myself in a room with ten others, including his mum and
dad, who belonged to the Uniting Church. I remember his mum standing beside me rubbing her fingers
through my mohair jumper. We all shared stories and there was a lot of laughter. Alan was on morphine but
could still laugh. He had a Brett Whitely painting of Lavender Bay on the wall, and I shared the story of how I
was walking around an old, abandoned barge and fell off into the bay. That got a few laughs. A funeral was
held at Fairfield infectious hospital by a chaplain.
The gospel and these experiences raise a question for me: Who belongs?
I’ve attended VIP functions and sat outside St Paul’s Cathedral with homeless people of all ages on metal chairs
eating doughnuts and drinking coffee. I may have felt happier with the homeless and unwanted.
We choose our places.
Jesus offers an invitation to all to come to the Banquet of God and when we accept his invitation and sit at
God’s table, we belong and are all equally valued and loved by God. The invitation is to need God more than to
need status, power, and our own kingdoms. The invitation is to include all people as the people of God, not
just wealthy leaders with power. All are welcome to the banquet and God’s table and all are invited to be
generous and to give freely, expecting nothing in return.
The Lord be with you
Hymn 640 Kneels At The Feet Of His Friends – CMM UCA Media
https://youtu.be/-tyNO9QVVK4
Offering Prayer
Lord and giver of every good thing we bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom all for transformation
through your grace and love made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen
Prayers of the People

Leunig – Used with permission
Beginning with prayers for world peace and music
YouTube: Illia Bondarenko, Basement Shelter, Kyiv, Ukraine is joined by Violinists Across the World!
https://youtu.be/9-bTNFeqp5w

John Rutter and the Cambridge singers - A Ukrainian prayer
https://youtu.be/lJl3kVwl2-U
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Prayers for the church, the world, and for loved ones

Prayers for more joy, laughter and wonder in the world

Leunig – Used with permission

Loving and caring God, we bring to you our prayers for others. All people of the world need your care and
guidance Lord, but today we particularly bring before you our prayers for the people of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania.
We are thankful for:
• preservation of the distinct cultural practices, literature, music, and natural resources in these
countries.
•

the faithful witness of Christians during times of persecution and for those who survived times of
occupation.

•

how these countries peacefully became independent after 1918 and 1991.

•

new-found freedoms that the people here have experienced, that they might be used for the good of
all.
We pray for:
• restoration of peaceful relations with Russia and among all the ethnic groups in these lands.
•

the healing of old wounds remaining from 20th century struggles.

•

just economic development that benefits all citizens in these countries, and for those who live and
work abroad.

•

governmental leaders and all people, that they might together strive for justice, peace and the wellbeing of all.
We pray, too, for the people of Ukraine who are suffering death, injury and displacement as Russia seeks to
occupy their country. May good sense prevail so that an end to this apparently senseless slaughter and
destruction can be negotiated.
In our ecumenical prayer cycle we pray for the independent churches of the City of Whitehorse. Through their
various perspectives of Christianity, they have the opportunity to help us see how varied the Christian faith can
be. Guide and support them we ask, as they put their faith into action for the benefit of their communities.
Within our Presbytery we pray for the Uniting Church’s Banyule Network of five Uniting churches and faith
communities, who have chosen to work together in mutual support. We thank you for this example of
effective mutual co-operation and ask that their pooling of ideas and resources will enable them to see more
opportunities to show their faith in action in their communities.
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We also pray for the Synod, its governance of the church and the many activities it undertakes on behalf of us
all. In particular we seek your blessing on both the staff and clients of Uniting’s East Burwood Centre. The
Centre works alongside people of all ages and at all stages of life to empower them to live capably and
confidently. Our prayer is that staff will be guided and encouraged as they offer a range of services and
programs to individuals and families experiencing crisis as they work towards a brighter future.
Within our congregations we seek your blessing on our people, on our worship and our work together. We ask
your blessing on our cluster ministry team as they lead us in worship and service at all the congregations in our
cluster. May this be a time of encouragement and growth for us all.
We pray today for comfort and healing for those close to us who are unwell or who need your guidance and
strength, and remember and pray for them now in silence.
We pray these things in our Saviour’s name, using the words he taught us:
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen
Hymn – 687 God Gives Us A Future – Elizabeth Smith
Alstonville Uniting Church 2021(NSW)
https://youtu.be/AaeaR8j2fuM
Blessing
Lord, you have called us to serve you
grant that we may walk in your presence
with your love in our hearts
your truth in our minds
your strength in our wills
until, at the end of our journey,
we come to know the joy of our homecoming,
and the welcome of your embrace,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, amen
Dismissal
In all things and at all times remember Christ is with you.
Make your life your worship to the praise and glory of God. Amen
Hymn – 755 You Shall Go Out With Joy
Stuart Dauermann, Muscians Bill & Gloria Gaitter (TTM English)
https://youtu.be/OH0XbpNY2g8
You shall go out with joy and be led forth in peace,
and the mountains and hills shall break forth in singing.
There’ll be shouts of joy, and the trees of the field
shall clap, shall clap their hands,
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
and you’ll go out with joy.
Composer: Stuart Dauermann 1944– . Lyricist: Steffi Geiser Rubin 1950– ; Based upon Isaiah 55:12.
Lyrics: © S. G. Rubin / Lillenas Publishing; Lyrics reproduced by permission. CCLI Licence No. 122303 [UCA-MV]
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Pastoral Care tips – Rev Tina
Ageing concerns us all. We worry about ageing and losing our friends.
Yet, as we grow older, we knit our life into a rich tapestry of memories, that speak of life’s ups and downs,
loss and gains and bitterness and gratitude. We keep on going in the autumn of our life, doing the best we can
with what we have, being thankful for what we have and grateful for sharing the journey with others and
belonging to a caring community.
Our faith sustains us along the way and is an anchor against life’s storms.
We often consider time and how much of it is left for us, whether we have time to make peace with God and
others or to fulfil a bucket list or share our faith with others or serve God.
Ultimately, we are in God’s hands and many things happen to us in life, by the grace of God.
We can decide to make what time we have left, a time of blessing for other and ourselves, by the grace of God.
Joan Chittister in her book, Prayers of the Heart, Reflections on the Psalms, says: “Every single day do at least
one thing you really like. Don’t simply let “all your days pass away…”
(Used with permission)

Every day, try to do something that you value and find satisfying,
remembering that ultimately it is relationships that count the most, with God and others.

This is a tiny hazelnut. Julian of Norwich was a great mystic, who loved God.
She was praying one day, and a hazelnut came to mind, and she felt God was saying to her. All shall be well.
Such a simple prayer and image, one that began in 1343 and still is shared to reassure us, all will be well.
God created the hazelnut, and all God has created will last forever, for God loves it.

