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     LENT arrives early this year,         

     and given we’ve just passed  

     through Advent, I want to      

     share an observation I’ve made 

about both seasons.  And that observation is that 

when it comes to Christmas and Easter, people 

tend to want to “accentuate the positive”. 

 

Of course, there’s much to be positive about: what, 

afterall, could be more positive than the Good 

News that, in Jesus, God has indeed become one of 

us – and in doing so, has unified our life to the life 

of God? But the desire to “accentuate the positive” 

is all-too-often not about the Good News – rather, 

it reflects our obsession with being “upbeat”, with 

making people “feel good” so that they “get some-

thing positive” out of our experience of these holy 

days. 

 

There is, however, a world of difference between 

proclaiming the Gospel and merely putting a 

“positive spin” on Christmas and Easter.  The latter 

involves reducing the “scandal of the Cross” and 

the “scandal of particularity” (Jesus’ identity as 

Messiah) to something with which we’re comforta-

ble, something which conforms to our ideas of who 

God is and how God operates.  The former, howev-

er, involves taking seriously the extent of God’s in-

volvement in the depths of human life; which in 

turn requires us to take seriously our brokenness, 

and what God does to redeem that brokenness. 

 

In other words, it means understanding that Christ-

mas and Easter are not merely “celebratory” occa-

sions in the banal sense of the term.  Both require 

us to dwell in detail upon what it means for God to 

enter into our humanity, and raise that humanity 

into the life of God.   

Both require us to sit with our brokenness be-

cause it is human brokenness that both Christ-

mas and Easter address.  Neither day is trivial-

ly “joyous”; they are joyous because in both 

Christmas and Easter God participates in, and 

overcomes, our alienation from the life of God. 

 

Some will be uncomfortable with this under-

standing of Christmas and Easter.  They want 

it to be “a day for the kids”, or a “family day”; 

they don’t want it to be “controversial” or to 

raise the spectre of what C S Lewis called “the 

shadow side” of life.  But the truth is, you 

can’t have Easter without Good Friday; and 

you can’t have Christmas without understand-

ing that Jesus’ birth occurs “in the shadow of 

the Cross”.  To try and do so is to rob both 

days of their essential Christian content; and 

while you might end up with days that are 

“joyous” and “celebratory”, they won’t be the 

holy days our faith understands them to be.  

 

So as we head into Lent 2015, consider the 

negative effect of “accentuating the positive”, 

and how this makes banal and trivial what 

ought to be the most profound and joyous 

celebration of all.  By all means, throw a party 

– but always remember that what we’re cele-

brating is far, far more than just the coming 

together of family, or the sharing of gifts or 

chocolate eggs. What we’re celebrating is 

nothing less than the love of God, in and 

through which humanity and the divine are 

made one and whole.  And for myself, there is 

no greater joy in all the world. 

   Brendan 

A Negative Positive 
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REFLECTION 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We can’t all be so fortunate as to minister to lepers and thieves and 
prostitutes.  Some of us are called to a much less dramatic task of 

stirring up the sediment in complacent souls.   
                                                                       From “Evensong” by Gail Godwin. 

 
My Life Flows On In Endless Song 

 
My life flows on in endless song; 
    Above earth’s lamentation 
I hear the sweet though far off hymn 
   That hails a new creation: 
Through all the tumult and the strife 
   I hear the music ringing; 
It finds an echo in my soul - 
   How can I keep from singing? 
 
What though my joys and comforts die? 
   The Lord my Saviour liveth; 
What though the darkness gather round! 
   Songs in the night Christ giveth: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
   While to that refuge clinging; 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
   How can I keep from singing? 
 
I lift mine eyes; the cloud grows thin; 
   I see the blue above it; 
And day by day this pathway smoothes 
   Since first I learned to love it: 
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
   A fountain ever springing: 
All things are mine since I am Christ’s - 
   How can I keep from singing?  
      Robert Lowry 
      ...in the Public Domain. 
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PEOPLE 
MOVING 
 

Lois and Noel Dunn have moved into care  
 
Sheila Chenhall has moved to live with a daughter near Swan Hill.  
 
By the time this edition is printed, Ross Perkins will in the process of moving to “The Pines”.  Details in the 
next issue.   
 
WEDDING 
 
See Michelle Jackson’s report of the wedding of Travis Cox and Rhian Denning on 
Pages 7 and 11.  “Contact” is missing Travis.  He did great work in winkling out in-
formation for the ‘People Pages’.  “Contact” sends a blessing to the newlyweds.   
 
THOSE NOT SO WELL.    Please mention them in prayer.  
 

Neil Malcolm’s broken wrist is back in working order, but still not perfect.  Golf balls will 
soon again be sailing away towards the pin.  
  
Jo Terrill is recovering slowly and surely from her ankle surgery. 
 
Despite her problems, Hayley Terrill enjoyed her Hollywood TV themed dress up 30th Birth-
day on Jan 24th. She is moving into courses of treatment through February and March.  
 

John Williams’ shingles still presents a problem for his medical advisors.  The special nerve disabling injec-
tion undertaken in December was not successful.   In an endeavour to hold down the level of opiate drugs 
required, he is now trialling a “Transcutaneous Electrical Nerve Stimulator”, or TENS unit, which is showing 
some promise in that it brings relief for some five to six hours after each use.  TENS is often used by wom-
en in childbirth as a pain suppressant where effects are short term.  Its long term use for shingles is still 
being trialled.  
 
HAPPENINGS 
 
LITERARY AWARD.   Our Joyce Suto, a member of Mitcham Orchard Probus Club, has just been awarded 
the Paul Henningham Award for Literary Excellence, given annually by Probus South Pacific for a contribu-
tion by a Probus member to their magazine ‘Active Retirees’ which, in the opinion of the judges, best ex-
emplifies the true spirit of the organisation. 
 
The Award was presented at the January meeting of the club by prominent Probian, Robert Renshaw.  It 
was at a complete surprise to its recipient, who is now the proud owner of a Silver Plate with blue border 
inscribed with details of the Award.   
 
The item selected by the judges was Joyce’s poem titled, ”Red Daisies”, which tells of the dilemma of new 
migrants when confronted with instructions: ‘Please Bring a Plate!’ 
 
Photos of Joyce, Robert Renshaw and Sue Vennard, Club President, were taken by the Whitehorse Leader.  
Joyce read more of her poems on Club activities before a delicious morning tea was served.   
 
Joyce’s book “Horse Hair, Worms and a Shark” (Life Story, Migrants Voyage, World War 1 and Poems) has 

just been reviewed by the Federation of Australian Writers and the Australian Church Library Association.  

Copies are still available at a reduced price of $30 from Joyce.    

(A photo of Joyce with her engraved silver plate  Probus Club award has been squeezed onto Page 5.   → ) 
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PEOPLE—CELEBRATIONS 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
February 
 
March 
 
(personal information deleted from these sections) 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
February 
 
 
March 
 
 
GREETINGS 

Former member, Mavis Haynes, now living in Somerville, sends her greetings.  She says, ”I 
do miss you all and wish I could be with you every Sunday.”   Mavis has “Contact” mailed 
to her by her once Pastoral Partner.   

 NEW SUNDAY MORNING LEADERS FOR CHILDREN  
 
Daniel Jackson and Liz Moore  are co-ordinating BUGGS and MUGGS this year.   But, they cannot do it on their 

own  and are seeking volunteers on a roster arrangement to be “helpers’ or “leaders”.  “Helping” is physical - get-

ting the room and equipment ready early and later packing up, i.e. helping the “leader” who is a story presenter and 

activity guide.  Liz and Daniel will gladly expand on those “job descriptions”, but cannot tell you unless you go and ask 

them.  Be helpful!  More volunteers means less the number of times a name comes up on the roster, be it monthly, or 

once a term, or most graciously, weekly.  Any help will be appreciated.      

To answer the question, “Am I the right person for the role?” you need only three things - 

 A desire to learn more about God yourself. 

 A desire to work with children. 

 A volunteer WWCC (working with children check).  How to get that will be explained to you.  

We congratulate these dedicated young people for their insight into the need and taking action.   They 

are setting out to build a team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joyce Suto with her Probus Club award. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED... 

BUGGS - Being together, Understanding 
God’s word, Games, Stories, Surprises. 

MUGGS - Mountview  Uniting Girls and Guys. 
 
On Sundays, these young ones are being schooled 

by young adult volunteers Liz and Daniel with the 
help of assistants, who are also expected to volun-

teer. Who is expected? Mountview folk reading this.  
 
Catch some of Daniel’s and Liz’s enthusiasm by 

chatting to them, then add your name to the roster.    
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PEOPLE—MORE HAPPENINGS 
 
JUMPING JEHOSOPHAT!  WHAT’S THAT?  
  
Our manse family may be residing in a very quiet court but that did not stop Mother Nature from 
disrupting a calm night’s sleep one early January morning.  At 4:30 a.m. there was thrashing 
and banging outside the bedroom window.   Investigations revealed a large grey kangaroo had 
entered the backyard but had misjudged the height of the steel barred fence and crashed into it, 
pulling one end away from the wall of the house and becoming hopelessly tangled.    
In the darkness,  
  
Brendan needed specialist assistance.  Police arrived, followed by a wild-
life officer. The kangaroo had to be sedated to remove it from the fence.  
On examination, the wildlife officer found the hapless creature had irrepa-
rably broken its leg and would sadly need to be euthanized.   Brendan was 
most grateful that said wildlife officer took possession of the body. 
                                                                                                                           
Property and Finance men, Don Bain and Eddie Short, repaired the dam-
aged fence and gate.  It appears that the roo may have been a young 
male from the mob living along the Mullum Mullum Creek.  He may have 
challenged the alpha male and lost and may have been trying to find a 
new home, but the Cherry Court back yard was far from suitable.  Two 
dogs and a little girl had already claimed the space.  
 

 HOT CROSS BUNS 
  ……. John was right!   Soehee Lee spotted them!  

  
In his sermon on January 4th, the Second Sunday in the Christmas 
Season, John Williams was berating the commercial retail world for 
the way our sacred seasons of Christmas and Easter have been 
grabbed for the almighty dollar.     John told the people that in 
about three days’ time, as the last Christmas light was packed 
away, hot cross buns would be in the supermarkets.  He was right!    
Soehee Lee brought the news that they were there at $3.50 a 
pack.  
 

MINISTER ARRESTED! 
In the December issue, we reported that our minister, Brendan, had been arrested and removed 
from the office of Honourable Kevin Andrews whilst demonstrating with the children in detention 
activist group “Love Makes a Way “, but that he had not then been charged.  However, that is 
not the case for a former minister of this Congregation, then Deacon Bev Fabb.  The Western 
Australian arm of “Love Makes a Way”, sitting in the Honourable Julie Bishop’s office, were not 
only arrested, but immediately carted off, locked up, strip searched, charged and bailed to ap-
pear in court on December 31st!   This has since been rescheduled until Jan 28th with an official 
request lodged for a police reprimand over the strip searching.     

COMING EVENT 
Cheryl Taylor, of “Loose Change” is coming in a few weeks to update us re progress. The 
Monday Night Small Group built up over $80 late last year in small change contributions.  
It is amazing how it grows bit by bit with a bit of discipline.  
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WHAT A HAPPY DAY!  TRAVIS and RHIAN WED. 
 

It was a beautiful summer’s-day drive to Torquay on the 3rd of January to witness and celebrate the marriage of 

Travis Cox & Rhian Denning. The service was held at the Baptist church Rhian attends, Torquay Christian Fellow-

ship (TCF). This is also the church that boards and has supported the Torquay Beach Mission over the last 12 

years and where Travis and Rhian got to know one another. The 2015 Beach Mission team was in fact on mission 

and boarding at TCF at the time of the wedding and offered their services as parking attendants (in their bright 

orange T-Shirts of course.) 

 

Torquay turned on the summer weather with temperatures over 40 degrees but the heat was little noticed when 

the happy bride arrived, preceded by three bridesmaids in long, vibrant blue dresses. I have it on good authority 

that the official colour name is “pool blue – like a swimming pool”. The groomsmen looked dapper in their suits with 

matching vibrant blue ties. The church was similarly decorated in vibrant blue (Rhian’s favourite colour) and pur-

ple, (which we have on good authority also as Travis’ favourite colour!) The colour theme was embellished with 

butterflies appearing in many details such as the stationery. A familiar banner hung front and centre in the worship 

space - Mountview’s lovely wedding banner crafted by Margot 

Kemke. 

 

Now back to the bride! Rhian wore a veil and classic-style white 

gown with lovely lace detail at the shoulders and an open back. 

Those with a keen eye may have noticed a few pops of colour – 

Rhian’s bright blue shoes and white and blue nails! Travis looked 

very handsome in a three-piece suit but his best accessory was 

the enormous smile he wore all day. 

 

TCF’s Pastor Chris Rowney led the ceremony while music was 

lead by TCF’s band. Travis’ sister, Vivienne, read the scripture and 

later in the service thoughtful prayers were offered for the couple 

by Rhian’s mother, Sandra, and our own Rev. Brendan. 

 

After we were joyfully introduced to the new Mr. & Mrs. Cox, a generous afternoon tea was held for all who attend-

ed the service. Later, the reception was held for close family and friends at the Werribee Mansion Hotel & Spa, 

with dinner, dancing and good fun. The Mansion of course being directly adjacent to the Werribee open range zoo 

where Travis proposed to Rhian last July.  (See Page 11 for an excerpt from Travis’s speech. Ed.) 

 

In the true style of Travis & Rhian, it was all the thoughtful details that made the wedding day even more special 

and very reflective of the couple’s servant hearts. For example, due to the hot day, each seat in the church had a 

bottle of water ready for the warm and thirsty guests! A dinner table at the reception - set up for the younger 

guests - was completed with activity packs to both gift and entertain little hands and minds! And in fact there were 

many ways in which guests could interact with the celebrations throughout the day. It was a colourful, thoughtful 

and joyful day for all and I pray God’s blessing on Travis & Rhian’s new life together. 
 

           Michelle Jackson 
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cast of the Christmas play.  Simon, the interviewer, is peeping from 

behind the ‘Adult Angel’.  Ana, the real baby and very heavy for Eva, is 

interested in Joseph.  Sue Drew is also peeping from behind a donkey.  

BUGGS and MUGGS with help from Simon 
Plumridge and Daniel Jackson delighted the 
Mountview people with the annual Christ-
mas Play on  December 14th.  
  
This year, Simon and Daniel cleverly adapted 
a puppet play into a live TV interview ac-
count of “Six Things you Wouldn’t Believe 
Happened in Bethlehem”, narrating the be-
loved story of Jesus’ birth from a different 
angle.   As TV news interviewer and camera 
man, they drew the whole pageant togeth-
er.  
  
Donkey and cow masks (purchased from the 
UK) and were worn beautifully by Callum, 
Hayden and Alice Farquhar, who almost 
stole the show with their fast moving comi-
cal lines.  
  
Eva Menger made a lovely composed Mary 
accompanied by Alistair Elliott (grandson of 
Beth  Mc Corriston) as a handsome Joseph.  
Caitlin, Sophie and Sophia brightened up the 
scenes as angels accompanied by a lovely 
‘adult’ angel, Jo Menger-Lehmann.   Laura 
and Tarragon were wonderful shepherds.   
  
Ian and Kirsten Boxhall introduced each sce-
ne holding up a placard (decorated by 
Michelle Jackson).  

King Herod was very stately and outspoken, 
but actually it was Hayden royally dressed, sit-
ting on an unstable throne attended by Caitlin.  
The three wise ones rode their camels right up 
to the manger (what a crush!), but under the 
costumes were Callum, Laura and Alice.   By 
then, the baby Jesus had been born and was 
resting in Mary’s arms, a real baby! - tiny Ana 
(Soehee Lee’s new daughter)  took the situa-
tion with gay aplomb.  
  
As usual with such presentations, there was an 
enormous amount of preparatory work and 
behind the scenes activity.  Doug Terrill, Sue 
Drew and Sue Terrill put in all the preliminary 
hours and on the day were frantically busy 
making costume changes.  Rob Jackson turned 
the TV  news bulletin idea into an actuality 
show by screening Daniel’s camera images—
brilliant!   Geoffrey Willis played us all into the 
happy carol singing.    Lastly, the children 
moved through the congregation presenting 
pictures of themselves in their costumes while 
others laid gifts under the Christmas tree.  
  
“They” do it every year, coming up with a fresh 
approach each time.   We congratulate the 
leaders of our children’s groups for the presen-
tation and thank them for their dedication 
through the year.     
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SAUSAGES  and CAROLS, 2014  - A TWILIGHT  FAMILY  GATHERING 
 

 
 
Derek Moore and Michael Plumridge 
preparing  the family “Sausage Sizzle”. 
Others brought bowls of scrumptious salad.     
Food and drinks were “on the house.”  It 
was a good time of fellowship.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The instrumentalists and lead singers 
blended well to give the carol singing 
plenty of joy.    Speakers and a skit 
about preparing a Nativity Play  empha-
sised the true meaning of Christmas and 
the reinforcing of our hope.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The four focal points of Advent—Joy, 
Love, Peace and Hope were signified by 
the symbolic lanterns with the white lan-
tern signifying Jesus Christ.  Everybody 
was given a bag containing  5 wooden 
beads and string to make up a tree deco-
ration using the same symbols.  We were 
lead through a time of meditation, and to 
help wandering minds, encouraged to 
keep looking at a patch of ground at our 
feet.  
 
 
 
 
Despite it being a little chilly for the open 
air gathering,  a clear message of hope 
was presented warmly.   Minister Brendan 
thanked the young people for accepting 
the challenge so well, the instrumentalists 
and Rob Jackson for the extensive sound 
and lighting set up.   
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 CHRISTMAS CARD SHOP  
 
We have sent off cheques with a total value of $12,243.85 to the 18 charities which participated in 
our card shop this year. For this Centre 81 received commission of $1,346.65. This was a very pleas-
ing result as customer numbers were down this year. (The younger generation does not seem to be 
taking up the enjoyable custom of sending and receiving Christmas cards.) 
 
Many of our customers return from year to year and several commented how grateful they were that 
our shop is still operating. 
 
We also sold $313.00 worth of decorations and miniature nativities for Horizons of Hope, a one 
woman organisation supporting Fair Trade in developing countries.  
 
Shortbreads were popular once again and from their sales we have increased our funds by $436.    
This season 34 willing and cheerful volunteers helped in some way with the running of the shop. 
 
                                  A GREAT EFFORT BY ALL 
        Jenny Cooper 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS GIVE CHEER 
 

After the busy Christmas time, CENTRE 81 has many thankyous to give 
to people and to groups. 
 
First, to you the Congregation, for your gifts through our regular monthly 
food basket and for donations of money and beautiful gifts which were 
placed under the Christmas tree on December 7th and 14th. These were 
included in the hampers which were prepared on December 22nd. 
 
To the members of All Saints’ Anglican Church, Mitcham, for their 
regular donations of food, brought to us by Shirley Gleeson or Mollie 
Heywood. 
 
Thankyou to Jenny and Dennis Cooper who co-ordinated the Charity 
Christmas Cards Shop, and to the many volunteers who so cheerfully sold the cards on five mornings 
a week from mid-October.  
 
Phyll Coolledge, who took care of the purchase of the shortbread, which was also sold in the 
Cards Shop.  

 
To our Young Adults for their annual Halloween collection of food from 
around neighbouring streets – this food is also included in the hampers.  
 
For the amazing generosity shown to us by Philip Webb Real Estate, who 
donated ten very large hampers, and to the Eastern Emergency Relief Net-
work, who donated five hampers. 
 
We also received a considerable amount of Christmas fare, donated by the 
Year 8 boys at Tintern Schools in East Ringwood, as the result of a So-
cial Service Project.  

 
St. John’s Church in Mitcham generously donated some toys to fill our needs. 
 
As you may see, we at Centre 81 were truly blessed preparing 26 hampers, brimming with beautiful 
Christmas treats and toys, with some more practical food to extend the pantry for some days.  Seven 
of those hampers were given to LINC clients, with the remainder going to our needy families. 
 
We look forward to continuing God’s work in the future.  

                                                                     Jill Kidd, for the Committee of Management.   
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TRAVIS AND RHIAN’S WEDDING (Continued) 

Excerpt from Travis’ wedding speech at the reception included a poem he came across when he and 
Rhian were dating, that he said described Rhian well.   Travis has kindly shared this personalised poem 
with us. 

Date a girl who teaches children.  

Date a girl who enjoys more in a bookstore for school supplies and children’s books rather than in 
make-up store. She has problems with storage space because she has too many trinkets and story-
books to keep. Date a girl who has a list of stories that she wants to have and read, who has a collec-
tion of Mr Men and Little Miss, Eric Carle and Children’s Bibles 

Find a girl who teaches. You’ll know that she does because she always carries supersized bags. She’s 
the one who has everything in her school bag. She has to carry her Ipad almost everyday and all those 
papers and booklets that only she can understand. She might forget to bring her lipstick, but she 
won’t forget to carry her water bottle and pencil case with colourful pens in it. 

It is easy enough to date a girl who teaches. She won’t want expensive gifts; you can buy storybook 
for her birthday and craft-punchers for Christmas. You can buy her anything but please spare her with 
coffee mugs and handcream; she has lots from her students 

A girl who teaches won’t require much of your time. She will hardly see you on weeknights because 
she prefers to finish her lesson plans and worksheets and catch up on sleep. Unless she had a really 
bad and long day, she will randomly ask you to have dinner or coffee with her. But if you insist, she 
will try her best and make it to the last full show of NCIS on a Tuesday night 

Experience dating a girl who teaches young children and you’ll be surprised of the life lessons you’ll 
learn from her. She will definitely touch and change your life. 

Date a girl who teaches because you deserve it. She’s sweet, she’s witty, she’s creative (“in ALL areas 
as you can see from the table decorations, order of service and place candles”), and she’s thoughtful 
(“you will never fail to receive a personalized greeting card in glitter for every occasion”). 

A girl who teaches knows exactly how to raise children and keep them from becoming bratty. She 
knows the perfect name to give to your child, and what name to avoid because it’s lengthy or trendy. 

“I particularly like the final paragraph…” 

If you find a girl who teaches, keep her close. Her love is unconditional and she’s the most patient 
creature on earth. She’s a well-rounded lover and a guaranteed best friend for life. 

Find a girl who teaches young children. Date her (“did that”); marry her (“doing that”). Make her hap-
py (“I always will”). 

Because no one ever is more passionate, than a girl who teaches. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 
 
 

The Old Year and the New.  Church Council, like many church activities, 
“skipped’ its January meeting, so the following matters were considered at its De-
cember meeting. Our best wishes to all as we embark on a new year of mission and 
ministry. Church Council’s December meeting was held at the Manse where the 
Minister conducted a Communion service to mark the end of the Council’s year. He 
also provided an excellent range of nibbles and dips to distract us from the items on 
the agenda! 

 
Welcome.  Church Council welcomed Michelle Jackson as a Church Councillor  following her  election by 
the Congregation on 14 December 2014. Michelle attended her first Church Council meeting on 17 December 
and the Council looks forward to her contribution to the matters which come before it.  
 
Children mark Christmas.  The excellent Chr istmas Play presented by the childr en and leaders of 
BUGGSS and MUGGSS on 14 December was greatly appreciated by the congregation. It presented the nativity 
story in a fresh way which combined the traditional and the modern with humour and beauty. A special credit to 
Daniel Jackson for his adaptation of the original script. 
 
Charities Christmas Card Shop.  Once again, the Chr istmas Card Shop at Centr e 81 was well patronised 
and seems to get busier every year. Church Council thanks all those who contributed to the roster of helpers un-
der Jenny Cooper’s supervision. 
 
BBQ on Election Day.  The BBQ on 29 November went well and raised funds for the Presbytery’s Mental 
Health Ministry at EACH (Eastern Access Community Health). Special thanks go to Peter and Robyn Cox and 
their team of helpers who made it all happen. Many voters took advantage of a snack and helped add some funds 
to Mountview’s $3,000 commitment to this important ministry. 
 
Tanzanian Orphanage.  Mountview’s half-yearly contribution to the Loose Change Sponsorship Scheme for 
the Children’s Orphanage in Tanzania was warmly welcomed by Sheryl Taylor. She hopes to visit Mountview in 
the New Year to update the congregation on the work of the orphanage. It is good that the Monday Night Study 
Group has also been raising funds for the Loose Change Sponsorship Scheme. 
 
Mission and Ministry Task Group.  The Congregation, at its meeting on 14 December 2014, appointed a 
Task Group to prepare a mission and ministry plan for Mountview. Church Council elected Michelle Jackson as 
its representative on the Task Group. The members of the Task Group are: Hayden Farquhar, Simon Plumridge, 
Michelle Jackson, Kirsten Boxall, Jodie Sleap, Helen Jackson, David Rowe, Don Bain, Margaret Williams and 
Daniel Jackson (Secretary). We wish them well as they explore options for our worship and service.  
 
Support Ministries.  Many Mountview folk provide leadership, convene activities and coordinate rosters. 
These people are appointed to their tasks each year and Church Council has written to each of them offering 
thanks for their good work and asking if they wish to continue in their roles. At the December meeting, the 
Council approved a number of these appointments for 2015. Further approvals are expected to be made in Febru-
ary. The Council thanks those who have opted to complete their service, namely: Jo Menger Leeman (Christian 
Education Leader – Jo hopes to complete her PhD in 2015 and will then resume her leadership in 2016), Des 
Kidd (Web Master) and Margaret Williams (Growing Group Leader – having a break while the Group is in re-
cess). 
 
Church Council Office Bearers.  The Council elected the following people as its office bearers: Chairper -
son – Rob Jackson; Secretary – Geoffrey Willis; Treasurer – Peter Cox. These three join our Minister and Den-
yse Ward as members of the Executive. 
 
Post Script.  Mountview’s Christmas services were held after the Church Council meeting, but the Secretary 
feels it is appropriate to acknowledge the thoughtful way in which the Blue Christmas, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day services were presented. The mood of each service was tailored to meet the different needs of 
people with an appropriate mix of reflection and joy. Special thanks is extended to Brendan, to the MUC Band 
and to the Monday Night Study Group for their leadership. Christmas Eve was celebrated twice: a family barbe-
que followed by an outdoor service led by members of the Monday Night Study Group with a thought-provoking 
play which put the Christmas story into a broader context and, for the first time, a special reflective service at 
11:30pm. 
 
Geoffrey Willis, Church Council Secretary 
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 MARK – A BACKGROUND.  

 

 

In 2015, the Revised Common Lectionary focus-
es on the GOSPEL 0F MARK.     
It is traditionally recognised that the writer of the 
second gospel was John Mark of Jerusalem.  At 
different times, he was a companion of Paul, Bar-
nabas and Peter.  John Mark and Barnabas were 
cousins (Col.4:10).  Historian Papias writes (in 
about 140):   “Mark, who was the interpreter of 
Peter, wrote down accurately all that he remem-
bered, whether of sayings or doings of Christ.  But 
not in order.  For he was neither a hearer nor a 
companion of the Lord, but afterwards, as I have 
said, he accompanied Peter…  After Peter’s depar-
ture, Mark committed his gospel to writing…  Ire-
naeus wrote that Mark had written ‘when Peter and 
Paul were preaching the gospel in Rome and 
founding the church there.’   He adds,  ’that after 
their departure, Mark, Peter’s disciple, has himself 
delivered to us in writing the substance of Peter’s 
preaching.’ 
  
The Gospel of Mark is recognised as the earliest of 
the gospels.  Those written by Matthew and Luke 
contain much of Mark’s gospel, but also refer to 
material from the mysterious “Q”, which is 
thought to have been a collection of oral traditions 
available to each of the writers of the synoptic gos-
pels – Matthew, Mark and Luke (synoptic = pre-
senting a general view).  Mark seems to be writing 
to non-Jews, for he hardly quotes at all from the 
O.T.  

 
 
Mark’s mother was a woman of wealth.  Her 
home was used as a meeting place by the early 
church, even in time of persecution.  In Acts 
12:25, we see John Mark accompanying Barnabas 
and Paul on the first missionary journey.  He left 
them in Perga, while Barnabas and Paul contin-
ued.  Paul considered this as desertion, and, when 
Barnabas suggested Mark as a travelling compan-
ion for the second journey, Paul refused point 
blank, as a point of principle.  So Barnabas took 
Mark back to Cyprus with him, and Paul took Si-
las instead. 
  
After that, Mark disappears from Acts, appearing 
spasmodically in the Epistles.  By the time of Col. 
4:10, he was with Paul in Rome, where Paul is in 
prison.  The manuscript of Mark ends abruptly at 
16:8.  Nearly all scholars regard subsequent vers-
es as later additions. 
   
   
  
 M.W.W. 
  
Sources:  NRSV Bible; New Bible 
Dictionary; The Gospels in Current 
English by J.B.Phillips; “With 
Love to the World.” 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  
 
“On  Thursday evening a couple of weeks before Christmas Day, the annual Blue Christ-

mas Service saw a goodly number joining in this time of remembering – recalling family 

members, feeling for good times past, grieving for what has been and what might have 

been.  Most folk were there – remembering, I would think, on their own behalf, but of 

course, also noting those around them.   Others, providing support by their presence.  

But who knows, who knows why, and whose thoughts turned to who?   Only God is privy 

to those thoughts - the sadness, the longing, the ‘what ifs’.  I am sure some sadness 

stretched back over many years.   For others, it is the here and now.    Whichever 

doesn’t matter, the healing is the same.”   

 
The above is a paragraph from the sermon preached by John Williams on January 4th, when 

he explored the topic of what happened to our hope this Christmas Season.    When Christ-

mas 2015 approaches towards the end of this year, the Mountview Congregation will gather 

to again be in one another’s presence as we each remember, and support each other as we 

remember.   Of course, we still note in our Prayers of the People each week those who are 

in need  of support in prayer and in kind.    
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TEN PHILOSOPHER GEMS TO NOTE. 
    …… author unknown.   They arrived on an internet circuit with 
mood related pictures and a sound track. “Contact” can’t afford a page for each picture 
or to include sound.  However, these gems are offered for the value in their words.   
Please see the footnote.  

   
Prayer is not a spare wheel you take out when you have problems, but a steering wheel that always 

leads you down the right path. 

 
A windshield is so large and a rear view mirror so small because our past is not as important as our fu-

ture.  So look ahead and drive on.  

 

Friendship is like a book.  It takes but a few seconds to burn it, but years to write it.  

 
Everything in life is for a short time.  If things go well, enjoy it, because it will not be for ever. If things 

go badly, do not worry, because that will not last for ever.  

 
Old friends are gold!  New friends are diamonds.  If you get a diamond, do not forget the gold!  Be-

cause to hold a Diamond, you always need a frame of Gold. 

 
Often when we lose hope and think that we are at an end, God smiles from above and says, ”Try to re-

lax, it’s just a bend, not the end.” 

 
When God solves your problems, you have faith in his abilities - when God does not solve your prob-

lems, he has faith in your abilities. 

 
A blind person asked St. Anthony, ”Is there anything worse than the loss of sight?” He replied, “Yes. 

Losing perspective.” 

 
When you pray for others, God listens, and blesses them, so sometimes when you are safe and happy, 

remember that someone has prayed for you.  

 
To worry about the problems of tomorrow will not eliminate them – it only removes your current peace 

of mind.      
 

Perhaps you may not entirely agree with the anonymous philosopher, but at least there is comfort 
somewhere in there for each of us.  Neil Malcolm has shared with us what one of his friends sent to 
him in his time of need.    
 

“CONTACT”  
The Contact editor would like to draw readers’ attention to the serial 
number of this edition, No. 239.   As there are six issues per year, 
simple maths say that the next issue points to 40 years, but not 
quite!  That will be the June issue, seeing that the counting started 
with 1 and not 0.  Contributions to the June 40th Birthday issue are 
invited.   Have a go!  M. W.  Ed.  
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FROM BRENDAN’S BOOKSHELF 
 
Faceless Killers by Henning Mankell.  Vintage, 2011 (originally published 1991).  More 

than 20 years ago, Swedish author and playwright Henning Man-

kell gave birth to the publishing phenomenon that has become 
Scandinavian crime fiction when he created the obsessive, asocial 

police officer, Kurt Wallander.  The subject of multiple films and 

television series in both English and Swedish, Mankell’s Wallander 
series of crime novels have charted Sweden’s change from an insu-

lar, secure, monocultural society to an insecure, uncertain multi-

cultural nation transformed by waves of immigration.  Faceless 
Killers, centred on the brutal murder of an elderly couple that 

sparks a wave of xenophobic hysteria, is, chillingly, even more rele-

vant today with its depictions of race politics and prejudice toward 

refugees, than when it was first published.  
 

The Man Without A Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Putin by 

Masha Gessen. Riverhead Books, 2012.  As Vladimir Putin has 
demonstrated in both Syria and Ukraine over the last 18 

months, he is a master of the art of international realpolitik, 

outmanoeuvring Prime Ministers and Presidents alike in order 
to re-assert Russia’s long-lost status as a global super-power.  

But, as dissident Russian journalist Masha Gessen reveals, 

Putin’s rise to power was hardly inevitable, as he was plucked 

from the obscurity of retirement after an undistinguished ca-
reer as a KGB operative by political power players who thought 

he would make a compliant and manageable puppet.  But as 

the oligarchs and others quickly discovered, Putin’s apparently 
colourless personality hides a ruthless determination to re-

store Russia’s international authority: a determination that brooks no dissent and al-

lows no obstacles.  In the process, Putin has turned Russia into his own personal fief-
dom, winding back democratic reforms and amassing a personal fortune of astonish-

ing proportions. Intriguing, if chilling, reading. 

 

How The Irish Saved Civilisation by Thomas Cahill. In the 5th 
century, when the last remnants of the Roman Empire in Eu-

rope were replaced by the barbarian kingdoms of Vandals, Visi-

goths, Ostrogoths, and Franks, centres of learning decayed and 
disappeared as international contact and exchange all but 

ceased.  On the fringes of Europe, however, the introduction of 

Christianity to Ireland worked a transformative social change, 
reworking an heroic, warrior society into a community of schol-

ars and saints famed for their learning and literacy.  Indeed, so 

skilled were the Irish scholars who flourished in the early medi-
eval period, they became the bedrock of missions into Europe 

that reinvigorated scholarship and literacy and the Continent 

and – ultimately – paved the way for the Renaissance.  Cahill 

tells the story of Europe’s unlikely intellectual saviours with 
brio and charm – even if, on occasion, the “entertainment factor” seems to take prece-

dence over the history. A fascinating glimpse of an aspect of the “Dark Ages” we rarely 

get to see. 
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Just for fun 
 

An old man who was dying, asked his wife if she might be willing to sit beside his sister at his funeral.  

His wife, who could not stand her sister-in-law, grudging agreed.   

“But I hope you realise,” she added, “that will completely spoil my day.” 

 

The office lay-about was staring out of the window.  When asked what intrigued him, he 

said,  “I have been watching that road-worker for twenty minutes and he has not done a stroke.” 

 

                                                      ****************** 
 

We thank Don Bain for offering the following: 

“Lexophile” is a word used to describe those who have a love for words, such as “you can tune a piano, 

but you can’t tuna fish”, or “to write with a broken pencil is pointless.” 

..Police were summoned to a daycare centre where a three-year-old was resisting a   rest. 

..A boiled egg is hard to beat. 

..With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 

..The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine is now fully recovered.  

..A will is a dead giveaway. 

..A dentist and a manicurist married.  They fought tooth and nail. 

..When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds. 

..Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was cut off?  He’s all right now. 

.. He had a photographic memory which was never developed. 

..Acupuncture is a jab well done.  That’s the point of it. 

..When she saw her first strands of grey hair she 

thought she’d dye. 

..A bicycle can’t stand alone; it’s just two tired. 

    ****************** 

 

A distraught senior citizen arrived home 

from a visit to her doctor.   She phoned him.  

“Did you really mean it,” she wanted to 

know, “that the medication you just pre-

scribed has to be taken for the rest of my 

life?”     “Yes, I’m afraid so,” the doctor told 

her.   “Oh dear,” then a moment of silence. 

“I’m wondering  then just how serious is my 

condition when your prescription is marked 

‘NO REPEATS’?” 
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LECTIONARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    LENT is early this year and begins on February 18th.   
 

Begin your observance of Lent with a reminder of the 
forgiveness God grants to us all.   In this service, we 

receive ashes as an act of again committing ourselves to 
God and to service for him.   

  
In the placing of ashes on our forehead, we receive a 

sign that we do belong to God and are worthy to receive 
his grace.   We depart, having received both his for-

giveness and his blessing.   
 

Come and quieten  your heart with a service of repent-
ance and reflection at 7:30 p.m.   

 

                ASH  WEDNESDAY  SERVICE  7:30 p.m. 18th FEBRUARY 
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