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Introduction To Worship
Sunday 3rd January 2021

Christmas Eve was an excellent service with some of our young families gathering.
Many thanks to all our leaders, Darren and Daniel, Rob and Helen, members of the band and readers.
It was a light-hearted uplifting service and God willing we will begin live services again in February.
I recommend bringing a bottle of water for singing with masks, so as to stay hydrated.
It was wonderful to sing again. I hope Christmas Eve and Christmas Day were joyous occasions for your family,
that it was a happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year and all is well.
For some there have been a change of plans for celebrations because of clusters in NSW and Victoria.
It’s important to stay safe during these uncertain times.
The photo above is of families rowing on the Yarra at Studley Park Boathouse, taking time out in nature to
enjoy a lovely day. I hope you’ve been able to get out and about with your loved ones. The in between time
from Christmas to New year is often considered a time to reflect and take stock of the year and what a
challenging year it was. Thank God we have been able to support one another as we have journeyed through
it. The gap week allowed us time to reflect on the blessings and challenges of the year. We’ve experienced
restrictions on and limitations on our freedoms for the sake of our family and community and it was a tough
time, but we came through. Now there’s a fear of a third wave and lockdown. Pray its contained and we don’t
have to face another lockdown, but if we do, we will find strength in God and come through it.
I read an article by Ross Gittins in The Age and he wrote about positive psychology,
where we concentrate on our strengths to move ahead, not our weaknesses. He referred to Professor Robert
Sutton’s list of ten things I believe, and he also writes books about management. It’s interesting.
Everyone has a list of things they believe in and everyone has their own truth. Yet, there’s a greater belief and
truth in God and sooner or later our list gets shorter and we end up believing in one thing, God.
New Year is a perfect time to review the rules of our life and our lists and decide how we want to live 2021.
It seems like 2020 changed the rules of life, hopefully for the better. Gabrielle Carey is another writer for The
Age and recommends this time for treasuring the gifts of 2020. She realised social connection is the essential
thing for our wellbeing. It’s true that lockdown has helped us clarify what’s important in life for us and how we
want to live and helped us understand there are no guarantees in life, but there is a greater reality that speaks
into our hearts and guides us through life – God and our faith.
Rev Tina

[Ed: This Sunday is ‘Christmas 2’, the last Sunday in the Lectionary season of Christmas.
The season of ‘Epiphany’ begins Wednesday (6 Jan) – the revealing, appearing or manifesting of something or someone,
to reflect on the manifestation of Christ to all people]
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Mountview Worship @ Home
Sunday 3rd January 2021 – Christmas 2 >>> Epiphany

Hymn: You Are My Hiding Place / As the Deer
– Maranatha! Latin / The Maranatha! Singers [8:31]
https://youtu.be/FWYtujZjoUA
Eres Mi Protector (You Are My Hiding Place) by Michael Ledner / As The Deer by Martin Nystrom 1956– ;
Posted to YouTube by michelle2chat

Welcome To Our Service
May the worship bless and keep you

Acknowledgement
We acknowledge those who were here before us, the first inhabitants of this place.
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.

Call To Worship
Arise, Shine, for your light has come
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us
Lift up your eyes and look around
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Prayers Of Adoration, Invocation And Confession
Lord our God, you call us to arise and shine
To lift up our eyes and look around
To see and be radiant
So that our hearts rejoice, and we are glad
So that our hearts thrill and wonder at. The birth of Jesus
Jesus our Lord,
Born in a humble stable
Laid in a manger
Welcomed by lowly shepherds and high-born Magi
Born to a young woman
When the Magi found you, they were overwhelmed with joy
May we be overwhelmed with joy too
When we find you
Holy Spirit made known to us in the mystery of Christ
Through you we receive the gift of God’s grace and our faith
Through the gospel we receive the boundless riches of Christ
The mystery hidden for ages has been revealed to us
So, we may know God’s eternal plan in Jesus
So, we can come before God
With boldness and confidence
Through our faith in Jesus
Lord, if during this time we have hurt another,
forgive us and transform our hearts
Give us grace to accept forgiveness or offer forgiveness
In this silence Lord, we come to you
With all that’s on our hearts
Help us see and know your love and glory Lord.
Help us draw near to you and make a new beginning in our lives.
Silence

Hear then Christ’s words of grace to us
“Your sins are forgiven”

Thanks be to God

Hymn: Joyful, Joyful – Helen Jackson

[2:36]

https://youtu.be/e_tzelwBAlE
Composer: Ludwig van Beethoven 1770-1827. Lyricist: Henry van Dyke 18521933 alt. Song: Public Domain Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team.
All Rights Reserved. Posted to YouTube by Mountview Uniting Church.

Readings for Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60: 1-6
60:1 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
60:2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and
his glory will appear over you. 60:3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
60:4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from
far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 60:5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 60:6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
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Ephesians 3: 1-12
3:1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — 3:2 for surely you
have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, 3:3 and how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 3:4 a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.
3:5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 3:6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
3:7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace
that was given me by the working of his power.
3:8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of
the boundless riches of Christ, 3:9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in
God who created all things; 3:10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
3:11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,
3:12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

Matthew 2: 1-12
2:1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2:2 asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage."
2:3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 2:4 and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
2:5 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 2:6 'And you, Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.'"
2:7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 2:8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage."
2:9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 2:10 When they saw that the star had stopped,
they were overwhelmed with joy. 2:11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 2:12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.

For The Young At Heart

My first experience of a camel was as a child riding a pony in a paddock at a friend’s place and the camel
started chasing after us and spitting at us. This experience left me with a dislike of camels.
Years later as a teenager I rode a camel at a fairground and it was an uncomfortable experience.
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I didn’t go near one again until I was travelling in Morocco forty years later.
I was on a trip with a group of people and we were going riding in the Sahara. Who would turn that down!
So, we got up at 5 AM and set off in a bus to the edges of the Sahara and met up with a group of Tuaregs and
their camels. The camels were sitting down on the sand and they were roped together. The night sky
was beautiful, and stars stretched out across it from horizon to horizon with different shaped galaxies.
The camels were dromedaries and each of us got on one and their handlers got them up and off we went into
the darkness. Riding a camel felt like being in a small boat going up and down huge waves but instead we were
going up and down sand dunes and we never knew when we were to go up or down.
Every time we went down the ladies, including me, screamed; and the men went woo hoo every time we went
up the sand dunes. We made a great choir in the pitch-black darkness.
When we arrived, the sun was rising and turning the sand dunes a deep pink and we sat on the dunes and
watched the sun continue to rise. One man wanted to stay and sit in silence on a sand dune. The silence was
loud in the desert, but we couldn’t stay. Temperatures can rise to 47C during the day and fall to 3C at night.
We were close to the border of Algeria where they’ve had snow in the desert, somewhere in north Africa at the
Erg Chebbi sand dunes near Mersouga. We set off before it became too hot, stopping near a village
to look at its buildings and met up with a teenager and his teenage camel which he treated as a friend.
His camels name was Madoona. So, this was a taste of what it was like for the ancient travellers
in the desert who depended on camels for milk and transport.
The emissaries in Matthew’s gospel travelled across deserts to the east of Jerusalem,
perhaps from areas now known as Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Yemen or even Turkey.
They may have travelled in the morning and evening and taken shelter in the middle of the day,
when it was hot or perhaps rode for days through the extreme temperatures and camped at night
in the freezing cold. They followed the stars, or the star.
I bought a silver Tuareg star shaped pendant in Morocco with a hole in the centre, marked to show north,
south, east and west at the tips of the star. It’s held up to the night sky and used by travellers where they
follow the stars and treat the pendant like a compass.
Perhaps a compass like this helped the wise men find their way like captains of ships found their way
over oceans in ancient times, using a compass and reading the stars.
It was and still is such a different life to what we know in our western cities.

The Star Of Bethlehem – James Loynes

[5:31]

https://youtu.be/8HSJqcxiw4I
Composed by Sally DeFord; www.defordmusic.com.
Posted to YouTube by ElsieBird68
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Sermon
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen

Rising Star, Milky Way, John Fowler, Placitas, New Mexico

O Holy Night
This poem is by Rev Jennie Gordon and it offers us insights into what it’s like to find Jesus in the manger.

You left the stable door slightly ajar
and I stumbled in
quietly jolly,
decked with holly
wanting a place to lie down in the straw
wanting a face to put to your name
you asked why I came
and I muttered;
I simply don’t know any more
please step aside so that the light falls full on my face
I need you to let me get close to the manger
please let me hide from an endless night in this holy space
I want to come home; no perpetual stranger
let silence descend,
while mysteries rend
the cloth that has shrouded my life for so long
speak not a sound
as heaven abounds
and lathers the earth
in her fragrance of birth
you left the chapel door slightly ajar
and I stumbled in
please step aside
We hope to find Jesus at Christmas and search for signs of him in the readings and gospel, I found Micah’s
prophecy about the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem made centuries before his birth where people searched for
signs of its fulfillment over the centuries, which finally came true with the rising of a star, his star, which led
three men to Jerusalem who were searching for the new born king, but found only a puppet for the Romans,
appointed by the Romans and not a man of noble birth but a fearful and dangerous man. The birth of kings
was read in the stars and perhaps the star shaped compass guided these three men through the desert.
They were advised by Herod of the place of birth as prophesied and they already knew the time
when they set off from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, a journey of seven kilometres.
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Journey of the Magi, James Tissot, Minneapolis Institute of Art, Minneapolis, MN

They followed the star to Bethlehem, and it stopped over a house.
Imagine the joy they felt at finding Jesus and when they went inside, their surprise at finding him lying in a
manger among the animals, the king of the Jews, the Messiah, born into humble circumstances.
This is how God entered our world in Jesus. For the little ones, those who were poor, the disadvantaged, the
suffering, and the humble; and the wise men offer him gifts fit for a king and kneeled down and paid homage
to Jesus. From the very beginning Jesus turned the world upside down just like he turns our lives upside down
and lead us in different directions, so we may draw closer to God and love our neighbour as ourselves.
They were different times when people trusted God’s communication through prophets, stars and dreams,
where the wise men trusted in a dream warning them of Herod and returned home on a different road.

The Bethlehem Star

What do we put our trust in today when we seek guidance?
Do we trust our heart and prayer and the movement of the Holy Spirit within us or do we trust professionals,
financial advisors, the media, our own truth, or family and friend’s advice?

The Magi and the Christ Child, Peter Paul Reubens, Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, Brussels

8

Paul spoke of the mystery that was hidden from the ancient’s eyes and hearts, the mystery that became known
when Jesus was born. No wonder emissaries came from the east and were overwhelmed with joy. Paul writes
about the mystery becoming known to us and being revealed through apostles and prophets by the Holy Spirit.
The wisdom of God became known to all through Jesus – beginning at his birth. Jesus has given us access
to God, where we can come before God with boldness and confidence through our faith in him.
It wasn’t always like this. The ancient Jewish people believed God was present in the ark of the covenant,
which was kept behind a curtain in the temple and only one priest had access to this sacred place once a year.
There were barriers created between God and the people. It’s difficult for us to understand these barriers
which Jesus broke down. We have access to God and there are no barriers, except the ones we create
ourselves. We can pray directly to God.
There are still some barriers. In some orthodox churches there is a screen between the nave and sanctuary to
create a sense of mystery. The screen or door is covered in icons and there are three doors, one in the middle
and one on either side of it. The central door is called the beautiful gate and only clergy can enter it.
St Paul’s Cathedral had a rood screen at the front of the cathedral that separated the nave (the central part
of the church) of the church from the chancel (the space around the altar). The rood consists of a large screen
of ornately carved wood. Some Methodist churches had low altar rails around the Lord’s table with a gate
for clergy to enter. This may be part of buildings, but in reality, nothing can separate us from God.
We are free to come before God with boldness and confidence and faith.
The readings also offer us images of light. Isaiah invites us to lift up our eyes and look around us.
We can open our eyes to see God in our lives, where our hearts trill and rejoice. The wise men’s eyes
were opened when they met Jesus. No wonder they are overwhelmed with joy when they found him.
I wonder what light will break forth in our lives, this year?
Perhaps we long for a light that will bring us joy. We find joy in the knowledge we can come before God
with boldness, confidence and faith and the mystery of God has been revealed to us through Jesus,
who illuminates our hearts and reveals God to us.
The third source of hope is how we find direction in life and guidance during uncertain times.
Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit, who will lead and guide our hearts so that we know God and the way.
We also have the gospel, God’s words inspired in the hearts of those who gave an account of the life of Jesus
and his teachings. We have Jesus as our exemplar who teaches us how to love and follow God and live out our
lives loving our neighbours as ourselves and we have our faith to base our life upon that gives us life and hope.

The call of the church is to share that hope with others, so they don’t get lost in the darkness and despair of the
world. Our brothers and sisters in Christ walk with us in hope of a better time and we can call on one another
for support for the journey. We can call on God. We can hold fast to our faith, pray and nurture
our relationship with God. Time with God helps us find the necessary strength we need for the journey.
Prayer helps us know we are not alone on that journey. We have God and one another.
Rev Tina

Christ Be Our Light – Bernadette Farrell

[4:13]

https://youtu.be/qibAAo0JiEQ
© 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
Posted to YouTube by OCPmusic

Offering Prayer
about offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have

Lord and giver of every good thing
we bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom
all for transformation through your grace and love
made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen
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From Contemplative Monk

Prayers Of The People And The Lord’s Prayer
John Gerrand has prepared the Prayers of the people for you today

Loving and caring God, we bring to you our prayers for others.
All people of the world need your care and guidance Lord, but today we particularly bring before you
our prayers for the people of Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine.
We are thankful for:
• lands and monuments sacred in the origins of Judaism, Christianity and Islam
• those who unceasingly work for peace and reconciliation in the Holy Land
• the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel
• those who continue to welcome the multitudes of refugees in their lands.
We pray for:
• ending the violence racking this region, that the people might live together in peace,
security and respect for each other
• those who have grown weary and disillusioned in searching for solutions
• an end to religious differences being exploited to perpetuate conflict
and further displacement of people
• political leaders who will courageously bring about justice and reconciliation for the sake of all.
In our ecumenical prayer cycle we remember today your people worshipping and serving at St Philips Catholic
Church, Blackburn North. We ask for your guidance and encouragement of their work in the community,
including the parish’s Primary School, their outreach services via Facebook, and their sacred music program.
Within our Presbytery we pray for the congregations within the Yarra Ranges Parish: Healesville,
Wandin/Seville and Yarra Glen. May they understand your way for them and know and experience your love
in a real way that helps them to show that love to others. Be with those who take special responsibility, as
either ordained or lay people, that they may be both encouragers and supporters in those congregations.
Within the Uniting Church we pray today for the Synod Associate General Secretary. As part of the leadership
team of the Synod, we ask for your guidance and blessing of their work and that of the whole team. May they
have the optimism needed to help the church to spread the word of Jesus, and to provide vital services to the
community in this challenging time of natural disasters.
Here at Mountview we seek your blessing on our people, on our worship and our work together.
We ask your blessing on Rev Tina Lyndon Ng as she leads us in ministry at Mountview.
May this be a time of encouragement and growth for us all.
We pray today for comfort and healing for those close to us who are unwell, including Ebony, Joyce Smith’s
great-granddaughter, who has been in hospital for weeks.
We pray these things in our Saviour’s name, using the words he taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.
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Holy Communion And Our Agape Meal

N.B. Prepare your own communion food and liquid, then please click on the link below for the liturgy
https://www.mountviewuca.org/uploads/2/3/9/4/23949798/communion_at_home_-_muca.pdf

Blessing
We have heard the words of prophets
May we recognise God’s truth
We have heard the words of angels
May we recognise God’s joy
We have heard the words of promise
May we recognise God’s love
May God bless us, mystery of creation, Child in the manger, Holy Spirit of glory,
And may we welcome and walk in the promises of God. Amen

Dismissal
Go out into the world in the power of the spirit and in all things at all times remember Christ is with you.
Make your life your worship to the praise and glory of God. Amen

Hymn: Shalom To You Now – Helen Jackson

[1:01]

https://youtu.be/2oqiFenpWxY
Music: Traditional Spanish melody; Public Domain. Lyricist: Elise Shoemaker Eslinger;
© E. S. Eslinger / United Methodist Publishing; Lyrics Reproduced (below) and Streamed
by permission. CCLI Licence No. 122303 [MUC] Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team.
All Rights Reserved. Posted to YouTube by Mountview Uniting Church.

Shalom To You Now

Prayerfully read the words
Imagine your family in Christ and send them heartfelt blessings from the Lord

Shalom to you now,
shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies
bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom,
Christ be your shalom.
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I have provided extra resources to accompany you on the journey. Rev Tina

Extra Worship Resources
Follow That Star
Anna Briggs, Hay and Stardust, Wild Goose Publications.
© WGRG, The Iona Community. wgrg@iona.org.uk; www.wgrg.co.uk Reproduced by permission

Once a small star led wise seekers to Bethlehem,
Now bright lights dazzle and lead us astray;
Worldly-wise people, seduced by prosperity,
How can we hope to find Jesus today?
Seek out the family who circle their precious one,
Body or mind needing care night and day;
See the star shining where costly love’s pouring out;
How can we hope to find Jesus today?
Turn to the neighbours who stand by the outcast one,
Labelled, rejected, with nowhere to stay;
See the star lighting the exiles one’s homecoming;
How can we hope to find Jesus today?
Watch for the country that welcomes the stranger in,
Fleeing from hunger, from tyranny’s sway;
See the star shine where the door’s ever opening,
How can we hope to find Jesus today?
Mark where a nation renounces its weaponry,
Sharing wealth round to provide work and play;
See the star shine where the earth finds new cherishing;
How can we hope to find Jesus today?
Offer your gifts where the seeking ones yearn for them,
Welcome the love which they more than repay;
Healing comes swiftly where human hearts turn again;
Turn to the star and find Jesus today.
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Grace Upon Grace
I wield an empty cup
outstretched in your direction
hoping to catch
a drop of your outpouring
instead you stand before me
hold my eyes with your face
and fill this cup to overflowing
grace upon grace
taste
the full fruit, ripe and filled with light
The earth’s embedded care
undimmed by years of deep
embrace
the memory of rainfall, wind and storm
the gatherer’s hand, the crush,
the wait,
the sweet release, the truth of taste
no one has ever seen God
but
I have known heaven
in a cup
poured from the open heart of life
and I will do as you have done
and pass it on
Rev Jennie Gordon

Christians throughout the world have been invited to say the Lord’s Prayer every day.
Saying the Lord’s Prayer is a good way of giving thanks and trusting in God

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
Rev Tina, for Mountview Uniting Church
https://www.mountviewuca.org/worship.html

Final collation by Mountview Multimedia team.
All protected content is reproduced with accreditation, with permission and or under the worship licenses held by
Mountview Uniting Church in good faith. © 2021 Mountview Uniting Church. All Rights Reserved.

