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Mountview Worship @ Home

Easter Sunday 12th April 2020
Welcome
Welcome to this glorious day
when we celebrate the Risen Christ.
I hope you are all finding wonderful ways to be
with God and your loved ones.
Life is a gift to be celebrated.

Acknowledgement
Acknowledge those who were here before us, the first inhabitants of this place
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.

Call to Worship
Jesus Christ is Risen!
He is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

Prayers
Alleluia to you our loving God,
praise and thanksgiving to you for the gift of life and life eternal
For you Lord help us to be aware of the risen Christ in our lives
Through the Holy Spirit you pour your love, peace and joy into our hearts
and fill us with hope for the future.
Let the church proclaim, ‘He is Risen!’
Blessed are you, Lord God our Father
by whose power our Lord Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.
We rejoice and celebrate that you Lord who was dead is alive,
that you who was buried is risen.
Alleluia to you, our Lord Jesus Christ, conqueror of death and hell
Alleluia to you Christ the gateway to life everlasting
Because of you, death is conquered, and we are free.
For you Christ have won the victory.
Holy Spirit we give you thanks and praise
Come upon us today so we may understand the gospel
and claim it as our good news.

2
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
we praise you this for this glorious day.
Lord our God you help us see your majesty in all of life
its sunsets and sunrises, its light and darkness.
The faces of our loved ones and the beauty of our homes.
Open our graves and give us back out past
so that all that has been buried may be freed and forgiven
Set our hearts free as we come before you in this moment of silence
with all our concerns and need for forgiveness.
Silence
Hear then Christ’s words of grace to us
“Your sins are forgiven.”
Thanks be to God

Christ The Lord Has Risen Today
Sing the first verse several times or prayerfully read the words
Christ the Lord is risen today:
Hallelujah!
Let the whole creation say:
Hallelujah!
Raise your joys and triumphs high:
Hallelujah!
Sing now, heaven, and earth reply:
Hallelujah

Charles Wesley
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Easter Reading
John: 1-18
20:1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that
the stone had been removed from the tomb. 20:2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him."
20:3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 20:4 The two were running together,
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 20:5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 20:6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 20:7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 20:8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; 20:9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise
from the dead. 20:10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.
20:11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
20:12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and
the other at the feet. 20:13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 20:14 When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 20:15 Jesus said to her,
"Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him,
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 20:16 Jesus said
to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher).
20:17 Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to
my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"
John 20:18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord" and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

Mary Magdalene was a wealthy noble woman in the east
The Orthodox Church considers her a saint
At a time when women’s voice wasn’t taken seriously
She alone finds the empty tomb and tells the disciples
She is the one who returns to the tomb to see angels and discover the risen Christ
She is the first one who tells the disciples: “I have seen the Lord.”
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It Is Well With My Soul
Sing or say this Hymn quietly and prayerfully
knowing the Lord loves you
When peace like a river attend-eth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot, thou has taught me to say:
It is well, It is well, with my soul
It is well with my soul
It is well with my soul
It is well, it is well, with my soul
Horatio Gates Spafford 1828-88

For the Young at Heart
There are some butterflies and a resource about the empty tomb for children to color in with the help of older
siblings, parents or grandparents. See other attachment or click: Children's Activities & Coloring Sheets
If you have chalk draw some rainbows and images on the footpath in front of your home.
Or put a teddy bear in your front window so children going for a walk with their family can go on a bear hunt.
A quote from the movie is: I’m going on bear hunt. I’m not afraid.
Children need lots of reassurance at the moment and to have some fun. So do adults.

Prayer by David Adam
(slightly adapted)
Blessed be the risen Lord
He has broken from the tomb
And opens for us the gate into life eternal
Blessed be the risen Lord
He comes to his disciples
Where two or three are gathered together he is there
Whether face to face or on the phone, he is there
Blessed be the risen Lord
He comes from the dead with life
He brings us light and joy and hope
Blessed be the risen Lord.
Alleluia. Amen

5

Sermon
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen
Sorrow has turned to joy.
Alleluia! The Lord is Risen!

Paintings by Siegar Koder

Every day it is good to try and find stories of hope that inspire us. The other day I found a story
that gave me hope, on Facebook. An elderly woman in Scotland aged 93 was interviewed by a TV reporter.
She waved at the camera and said the following.
Hello everyone. I’m still here. I keep turning up like a bad penny. There’s no getting rid of me.
I hope you are all keeping well and doing what you’re told. Keep to the rules and you’ll all be fine.
This will pass. Bye, Bye for now. I love you all. I think about you all a lot.
Today’s gospel offers us hope. We may be in lockdown and grieving the loss of our freedom and being unable
to be with all our family, friends, church family, workmates and all our other loved ones.
We may not be able to celebrate Easter with all our family and church family or go on Easter holidays
or celebrate a birthday with everyone we want, but we must try our best not let any grief over this loss blind us
to the joys of Easter.
I wonder if the disciples were in lockdown after Jesus was crucified. Perhaps they were in their homes hiding
in fear of being arrested by the Romans as followers of Jesus.
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In today’s gospel Mary goes to the tomb before dawn, when it’s still dark. She finds the tomb empty and runs to
the disciples to tell them someone has stolen the body of Jesus. She returns to the tomb and finds two angels in
it, but this doesn’t restore her hope. She is so overcome with grief she doesn’t recognise Jesus. Perhaps Jesus
appearance had changed dramatically and anyway, Mary believed Jesus was dead. She thinks he’s the gardener
and has stolen his own body. The irony and humour of this is not lost on us. It’s not until Jesus says Mary’s
name that she recognises him. What a surprise. She must have hugged him with joy. He asks her not to hold
onto him for he was to ascend to God, and he sent her off to deliver a message. Mary has this powerful
encounter with the risen Lord. She must have felt overwhelmed with joy.
The tomb was empty because Jesus had risen.
The empty tomb is an important part of the resurrection story. Each of the gospels offer us an insight into its
significance. Roman Williams, wrote about this in his book: ‘On Christian Theology’.
He said the empty tomb doesn’t signify absence. It signifies Jesus presence on the road ahead.
When you think about this, Jesus travelled to the disciple’s homes, to Galilee, on the road to Emmaus, and other
places, until it was time for him to ascend a mountain and to heaven. Yet, he also journeys with us on the roads
we walk through life and comes into our homes and is present to each one of us. We only have to look and see
him by looking into another’s eyes. Rowan Williams said:
“The empty tomb points towards unfinished business.” We can only ponder on what that means.
At first Mary didn’t understand and neither did Peter and John. I’ve highlighted parts of the reading so you can
see how many times ‘see’ and ‘saw’ are mentioned. As I said Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early in the
morning on Sunday when it was still dark and saw the stone had been rolled away. She ran to tell Peter and the
other disciple that someone had stolen the body of Jesus. Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb.

Peter went into the tomb and saw the cloths. The other disciple went into the tomb and saw the cloths and
believed. They didn’t understand and went home. Mary returned and saw the angels who asked her why she
was weeping. She didn’t really see the angels. All she saw was the empty tomb.
Even when she saw Jesus her grief blinded her, until he called her name. Then she saw him.
Then she ran back to the disciples to tell them: I have seen the Lord.
Today on Easter Day Jesus calls our name.
Jesus calls each one of us out of the gloom of the darkness of this crisis we face, into the light. His light.
Let our hearts go out to Jesus like Mary’s did, where we recognise Jesus in our life.
You will notice that the other disciple is not named in the gospel. The other disciple was the one who looked
into the empty tomb and believed. The other disciple did not see the risen Jesus or understand scripture that
prophesied Jesus would rise from the dead, yet they believed. Because of the gospels we can look back into
history at the resurrection of Jesus. We have not seen him, but we believe in him. We can imagine looking into
the empty tomb and we can believe. We are the other disciple.
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The other disciple is all of us
We have not seen the risen Christ
Yet we believe. He is Risen!
During the week I was looking for signs of hope and today, Tuesday, I saw some lovely chalk drawings in front
of my neighbor’s house, drawn by their children, drawings of rainbows, hearts and faces. These drawings are an
offering by children where they are trying to bring hope into their neighbor’s lives. The other day our neighbors
and ourselves spoke with another neighbor whose husband had a burst appendix two weeks ago and ended up in
ICU. He’s recovering and may return home soon. We are all doing our best to look out for one another.

Be the other disciple and believe and share the joy of your belief today, with whoever you speak to. Whether it’s
to tell someone you love them, do something kind for a neighbor or to phone someone from your church family
to say: Christ is Risen! Alleluia! So, they can respond: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Rev Tina

The Great Love Of God
Sing or say the hymn prayerfully
The Great love of God
is revealed in the Son,
who came to this earth
to redeem everyone.
That love, like a stream
flowing clear to the sea,
makes clean every heart
that from sin would be free.
It binds the whole world,
every barrier it breaks,
the hills it lays low,
and the mountains it shakes.
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It’s yours, it is ours,
O how lavishly giv’n!
the pearl of great price,
and the treasure of heav’n.
Daniel Thambyrajah Niles; © ONE Licence

Stained glass window inside the Epworth’s Chapel
With the sunlight shining through

Offering Prayer
(about offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have)
Lord and giver of every good thing
we bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom
all for transformation through your grace and love
made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
John Williams has prepared the Prayers of the People for you today
Like us, over all our prayer cycles today is the threat of the coronavirus and the restrictions placed on
gatherings across the world.
Our worldwide prayer cycle takes us to four of the former members of the USSR – Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova
and Russia. Although there have been major political upheavals since the breakup of the USSR enabling
independence from the powerful member, Russia, the separation is not complete. Ukraine has an ongoing
rebellion, the residents in the east closer to Russia fighting to gain a return to that nation. The shooting down
of the Malaysian airliner MH17 being one casualty. Belarus and Moldavia have been more successful in shaking
off the Russian yoke. In these nations, including Russia, the Russian Orthodox Church is still there, despite the
extreme persecution meted out.
Let us pray for these nations. Dear God, you do not see borders but people, people yearning for an
opportunity to give you praise together, to hear again the voices of priests chanting your praises and to be
uplifted by choirs singing – in their language. May the people be glad to see their ancient icons held up and
revered. As the joy of Easter is celebrated alone or with TV broadcasting, may gladness descend on these, your
people. May they overcome the possible constraints of coronavirus. Protect them all from its invasion.
Loving God, in your great mercy. Please hear my prayer.
The people of St. Luke’s in Blackburn South, like all Catholic Church Congregations, are able to phone in to
Easter Day Mass in St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Comfort them, Lord, in their isolation and the sadness imposed.
May that sadness be turned into joy as they all feel their way into this different form of fellowship.
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Reach out through the strength of the media and touch each one, dear Lord. Let your love descend upon
priests and people. May they be free from anxiety, even fear, about the coronavirus. May they give you praise.
Loving God, in your great mercy. Please hear my prayer.
Along with all other Congregations, we reach out to the Korean (Hanbit) Congregation in Box Hill, the St.
Andrew’s Congregation and the Wesley Congregation, both also in Box Hill. Guide their ministers and their lay
leadership as they put in place various pathways to engage in worship and to care for and support each other.
May the present coronavirus situation and the speed with which it has overshadowed the whole community
not be a cause for anxiety or fear. May they feel the love which God has for all of us.
Loving God, in your great mercy. Please hear my prayer.
Compassionate God, and God of comfort, we hold up to you the staff in Uniting AgeWell Head Office. In this
disturbing time of lockdowns in all Uniting aged care facilities and the highest level of infection control for all
the staff serving the residents, there may be a continuing level of anxiety desperately hoping that no resident
or staff member anywhere becomes infected with the virus. May head office give continuing very good advice
and leadership to all in the field. Grant them wisdom as they work in largely unknown territory. May love
spread around in their conferences and group meetings.
Loving God, in your great mercy. Please hear my prayer.
The matters we have mentioned concerning the corona virus in our prayers for other Congregations are also
our own concerns. The fact that we are all under an isolation order has dramatically interrupted our living.
Being cooped up may be disturbing to some. We are missing interaction with our family members and friends.
We long to be worshipping together as a group of God’s people.
Dear God of gentleness and calm, sit alongside us as we gaze around the walls and furnishings for the
umpteenth time. Tell us that you love us and that you are here to help us deal with this aloneness. Let not our
thoughts wander off into the dark places of anxiety or even fear, for you are our guard and protector. Let not
our hearts be troubled – we believe in you. We trust you.
May we recognise that we are in this together, and that there may be others who would appreciate a voice,
another’s thoughts, another’s encouragement. So, move us to act and pick up the telephone and chat, and
pray together. What we do for one, we do for ourselves, for you, O Lord, are with us all the time. Grant us all
quiet refreshing sleep. Perhaps, gracious God, this gives us a chance to get to know you on a different plane.
Perhaps a reduction in our business will give more room for you. Come to us, Lord Jesus, and grant us calm.
Grant us peace.
For those who spend long hours of the night in pain or mental stress, grant them relief from anxiety. Let them
know you have not abandoned them. May we all, with them, have no fear about this virus.
For our Minister, Tina, wrestling with changing methods of ministering to her Congregation, grant her wise
discernment in compiling her written message. May she have insight into the words of assurance and
blessedness we need. Grant her strength of purpose in sharing with us her “walking with you,” whether by
telephone, email, or letterbox drops. Keep her in good health, strength in purpose and, at the end of the day,
contentment in knowing she has served you and your people well.
Above all, great God of redemption, ‘tis Easter Day, the day we joyfully proclaim, “Christ is risen!”
May we hear the equally joyous response, ”He is risen indeed.”
With those wondrous words echoing in our mind, we say, “Thank you, Lord, for your graciousness.”
All we have asked for we have done so because these are our concerns – for others and ourselves.
As your people, we ask all in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours – now and
forever. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of him who triumphs over death
The peace of him who is the Lord of Life
The peace of him who is the King of glory
The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you
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The Easter Blessing
May the Lord be our strength and might
May we truly see Jesus in one another
And know him in our hearts
May we be touched by the Lord’s presence
And his love fill our hearts
May we be surprised by joy
And blessed by belief in the resurrection of our Lord
May the Holy Spirit give us courage and faith for the journey
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen

Shalom To You Now
Prayerfully read the words.
Imagine your family in Christ and send them heartfelt blessings from the Lord
Shalom to you now,
shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies
bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom,
Christ be your shalom.
Elise Shoemaker Eslinger 1942– © CCLI

A blind woman reading to her husband
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