Introduction to Worship
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17th May 2020 – Easter 6

This week I’m mindful of God’s love and care for us and how the community has been coping with lockdown.
I’ve heard from Diana Doukas and her grandson Ayden is home, recovering.
Joyce Suto spoke with me and she has a new granddaughter, Isabella.
Margaret Edgington’s funeral was a wonderful celebration of her life, thanks to all who contributed.
I’ve been waking in between the busy times and took this picture of the garden at the Heide.
Many of us have been walking and parks are crowded. The Heide was quieter.
We currently have three adults and a child living in our house during the week.
The other day our dog had four walks. He went and hid somewhere after the 4th walk.
Some people have cleaned their house, several times and others have taken up reading or become a handy
person around the house. Others are lonely and bored. It’s also starting to get cold and heaters are looking
good. We are doing our best to soldier on and hope is on the horizon.
This weekend families and close friends will be able to visit one another and eat together and enjoy each
other’s company. We are still in lockdown and need to care of one another, by social distancing. It’s not over.
We don’t have a vaccine yet (please pray for one).
This week we focus on God’s love for us and the extra resources explore Dadirri. Aboriginal people have
respect for nature and identification with the land, that is sacred for them, and deep awe for God
who created our universe. Dadirri is an invitation to listen to nature
and get to know the sacred in the land and in God’s creatures.
Blessings
Rev Tina
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Mountview Worship @ Home

Sunday 17th May 2020

Spring will come Again

Praise God

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, you heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

Welcome to our Service

Thomas Ken 1637-1711 alt.

We Acknowledge those who were here before us, the first inhabitants of this place
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.

Call to Worship
For in him we live and move and have our being
He will bring us to a spacious place

Prayers of Adoration, Invocation and Confession
Lord, you love us, you value us, you care for us, you abide in us,
you bring us to a spacious place, a broad place,
where there is hope
You do not let our foot slip and you keep our soul safe
You listen to us and care for us
We give you thanks and praise
Jesus our Lord
you keep your promises, we trust you,
you sent the Spirit to bless us and abide in us,
you draw us into your relationship with God,

you are steadfast and reveal the truth to us,
as you live, we live
We give you thanks and praise
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Holy Spirit, who dwells in us,
God’s breath and love,
we are content and blessed resting in God,
finding hope for the journey
Quiet our hearts as we come before God,
fill us with God’s love
Help us know God in our hearts so they burn,
so we understand the gospel
And Lord, if we need forgiveness or to forgive, help us,
Calm our hearts and transform us, give us a fresh start, a new beginning each day,
and new eyes of faith to know you,
in silence we come before you with all that’s on our hearts
Silence

Hear then Christ’s Words of grace to us
‘Your sins are forgiven’
Thanks be to God

Readings
Acts 17: 22-31

17:22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in
every way. 17:23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found
among them an altar with the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this
I proclaim to you. 17:24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not live in shrines made by human hands, 17:25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 17:26 From one ancestor he made
all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live, 17:27 so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him-though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 17:28 For 'In him we live and move and have our being'; as
even some of your own poets have said, 'For we too are his offspring.' 17:29 Since we are God's offspring, we
ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. 17:30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 17:31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from
the dead."

Psalm 66: 8-20

66:8 Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard, 66:9 who has kept us among the living, and
has not let our feet slip. 66:10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried.
66:11 You brought us into the net; you laid burdens on our backs; 66:12 you let people ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.
66:13 I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will pay you my vows, 66:14 those that my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 66:15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings, with the
smoke of the sacrifice of rams; I will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah. 66:16 Come and hear,
all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for me. 66:17 I cried aloud to him, and he was extolled
with my tongue. 66:18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.
66:19 But truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my prayer. 66:20 Blessed be God, because
he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me.

John 14: 15-21

14:15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.
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14:17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.
You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
14:18 "I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.
14:19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.
14:20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
14:21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me;
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."
NRSV © National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide

For the Young at Heart

Breakfast with the Birds

Singapore is my husband’s country or origin.
When we visit, we often go to the market and food stalls for breakfast at dawn.
Most people who live nearby live-in high-rise flats and some of them keep songbirds in cages made from
bamboo. Early in the morning they bring their birds down and hang them on hooks on poles. Sometimes there
are thirty to forty cages with birds singing. The people sit nearby and eat breakfast as the birds sing. We join
them and have breakfast. It’s a lovely way to begin the day. When I wake up at dawn, I often open my window
to listen to the birds. Sometimes, on fine days, I like to sit outside and have breakfast with the birds and on
other days I like to open the window and listen while having a morning cuppa. Other times I’m busy and go to
bed late and don’t wake up early, then regret missing the joys of dawn. If you’re not a morning person like me,
it’s worth getting up occasionally to be reminded of the beauty that’s all around us.
We have two recordings of music today.
The great redeemer is a combination of four recordings of the same person and is lovely. Please click the link.

The Great Redeemer (acapella version)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MD-LJGRnUZY
Lyrics by Frances Foster, Music by Samuel Beazley. "Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name." – Hebrews 13:15. Posted by: Acapeldridge
Later on, we have another link of a well-known choir, The Tudor Choristers, singing ‘If Ye Love me’.
Each member of the choir recorded the music at home while watching the conductor on Zoom and then
the recordings were combined and put into a YouTube file.
I hope you enjoy the music and Songs of Praise today. The music witnesses to our resilience and hope.

Sermon
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In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen.

According to Maslow’s Pyramid we crave safety, belonging and being valued.
All seem to have been compromised by Covid-19 and lockdown. Yet, we have respected lockdown
in order to save lives, and in a reverse kind of way we are keeping one another safe, caring for our loved ones
and community because we belong, and we are valuing one another. We may long to be together,
yet we need to be safe. If we feel safe, we reach out to others with love, which helps us feel valued.
We can do this using technology and phones, at the moment, but from Wednesday some doors have opened,
and families and close friends can be reunited. Hope is on the horizon.
We are a tribal people and need to belong. Belonging to a church and community is reassuring, especially
when we are rowing in the same direction, towards God. We do fear, its primal and normal, but out of this
time of fear we are beginning to emerge into a changed world, as a changed people of God. God is bringing us
to a broad place, a spacious place, as in the psalm, where God is praised, and we are reminded,
people have faced challenges in the wilderness for centuries.
Covid-19 hasn’t isolated us from God. In God we live and move and have our being. God doesn’t let our feet
slip. We may have experienced fire, water and Covid-19, but God is bringing us through challenging times.
We can celebrate this and trust God.
I read a book years ago called: Can God? by J. Edwin Orr. Edwin decided to ride his bike around the UK
and take nothing for the journey and trust God to provide. Off he went, riding around for twelve months
and people offered him hospitality, food, accommodation and clothes and pumped up his bike’s tires.
One day when it was raining, it rains a lot in the UK, his bike broke down. It was worn out. Edwin sat at the
side of the road and prayed: Lord, I wish you’d provide a Rolls Royce to take me to the next village.
Five minutes later, sure enough a Rolls Royce pulled up and a man leaned out the window: ‘Need a lift?’ he
asked. Edwin was so surprised! The man drove him to the next village, offered him hospitality for a month
so Edwin could take a break. Edwin got to know the entire village and when it was time for him to continue
the journey, they gave him a new bike. You might think this story is made up, but something similar happened
to me. I was staying at a B&B down the coast with an old friend and the lady managing it was a professional
medical massager. My friend and I decided to have a massage. I went first and afterwards was advised to rest.
But I wasn’t tired and went for a long walk along the beach. I got to the road with a large hill and all of a
sudden, my muscles gave in and I couldn’t take another step. It was at least two kilometres back to the B&B.
I sat down and prayed: Lord, please send someone to take me back to the B&B. Sure enough, five minutes later
I heard a voice: ‘I’m over here! I’m over here!’ I looked up and it was my neighbour waving at me.
She had been visiting family nearby. It was such a surprise! She drove me back to the B&B
and stayed for a coffee, before going home.
I felt so grateful for her rescuing me and cared for by God.
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Being cared for is one of our deepest needs. In today’s gospel Jesus asks us to keep his commandments,
especially the love commandment, to love God with all our being and others as ourselves. Jesus promises
to send the Holy Spirit upon us, who will abide in us. That promise has been kept. God lives within us. We are
valued and important to God and Jesus draws us into the relationship of love that exists between him and God.
Nothing can separate us from the love of God. Let us remember this as we slowly emerge from isolation.
We have this wonderful gift from God. The spirit who helps us find hope in the midst of darkness and emerge
from difficult circumstances, with a stronger faith and greater hope. We are not alone in the midst
of the challenge of waiting for a vaccine, as we care for our loved ones and ourselves.
In the midst of it all we can keep on singing and enjoying music. Remember the choir of hard knocks.
Music can be healing and reassuring. It witnesses to our ability to find hope and be resilient.
So, hold fast to the blessings and love you are receiving during this time.
The Lord be with you
Rev Tina

If Ye Love Me
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1TGsfcQff8
By Thomas Tallis, Choir: Tudor Choristers Virtual Choir, directed by Dr Kathleen McGuire. Recorded in April
2020 during the Corona Virus lock down. This piece was scheduled for our three live concerts in April that were
all cancelled due to the pandemic. Posted by: Tudor Choristers Melbourne. © Creative Commons Licence.

Offering Prayer

about offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have

Lord and giver of every good thing wwe bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom
all for transformation through your grace and love
made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Margot Kemke has prepared the Prayers of the people for you today

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you that we can be together in worship due to the advances in technology that
are available to us today.
As we engage in this service we give thanks to Rev. Tina and our multi-media people for this opportunity
to pray as one for the people of the world, for our community, our congregation and for our families
and ourselves.
In our World Prayer Cycle we pray for the Island Republics of Comoros, Madagascar, The Maldives and
Mauritius. These islands in the Indian Ocean, east of Africa, have been trading posts and colonies of European
countries but are now Independent nations. The Maldives are 100% Islamic but the others are multi religious,
multi-racial and multi-cultural with Madagascar and Mauritius having a majority Christian population.
Mauritius is regarded as one of the most peaceful and safest countries in the world and has free education, a
free health system and free transport for students, the elderly and disabled. Madagascar is the fourth largest
island in the world and, following an economic crisis in the 1980’s, is now recovering and giving its people free
education and religious and ethnic protection by law. We pray for the leaders, teachers and workers in the
tourism, textiles and agriculture industries as they continue to develop and prosper. We pray for them all as
they worry about the effect of global warming on their islands.
Here in Australia we pray for our leaders as they grapple with the problems associated with the coronavirus
pandemic affecting us all. We pray especially for those who are closely involved with caring for the sick, for
their families who may also be isolated, and for those who are alone and have no contact with their loved ones.
We pray especially for those who have lost their employment and now have to depend on others.
In this time of crisis we thank you that so many have offered assistance and are helping others to overcome
their distress in many ways. We pray for parents overseeing their children’s education and for the teachers
and the programmes they have had to develop.

O Lord, be very near to us all as we do our best to get through these different and testing times,
and encourage us to engage with others as we can.
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We pray for the leaders and congregation of the Anglican Church of the Ascension, Burwood East;
the Uniting Church in Australia’s Church of All Nations, Carlton; and Uniting’s Bridgewater Centre at Rowville.
Be with all these people and encourage them in their regular worship and mission.
At Mountview, we are conscious of members of our own fellowship who are alone and in need of our thoughts
and prayers, especially Margaret Edgington’s son, Alastair, and any others who are distressed or grieving.
Comfort them and assure them of your love and care.
Bless and guide Rev. Tina and her family and all members of our family here at Mountview.
Keep us safe during the coming week and be with us in all we do.
These prayers we ask in Jesus name. Amen. And together we pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin gains us. Save us in the time of
trial and deliver us from evil – for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Dismissal
Go out into the world in the power of the spirit and in all things at all times remember Christ is with you.
Make your life your worship to the praise and glory of God. Amen

Shalom to You Now

Prayerfully read the words. Imagine your family in Christ and send them heartfelt blessings from the Lord

Shalom to you now,
shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies
bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom,
Christ be your shalom.
Elise Shoemaker Eslinger 1942- © CCLI 122303

I have provided extra resources to accompany you on the journey. Rev Tina

Extra Worship Resources

Stand with a friend in your favourite Place
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Dadirri
Take yourself to a quiet natural setting, perhaps in the stillness of your home, go in imagination to such a place
that you have enjoyed in the past. If you are sharing this experience, agree to sit in silence for an agreed time,
until you’re both ready to share your reflections.
spend some time reflecting, praying, writing or sharing

Then, if you wish, settle yourself comfortably where you won’t be interrupted by external distractions for at
least thirty minutes. Be aware of your breathing, your body posture, any aches or points of tension, then
simply acknowledge, God is with you in this half-hour of Dadirri, deep listening prayer. Read the extract below
several times, then notice the thoughts that come, the memories that surface, the heart desires that arise
within.
Dadirri: it is inner deep listening and quiet, still awareness
Dadirri recognises the deep spring that is inside us
We call on it and it calls to us
This is the gift that Australia is thirsting for
It is something like what you call contemplation
When I experience Dadirri, I am made whole again
I can sit on the riverbank or walk through the trees
Even if someone close to me has passed away
I can find peace in this silent awareness
The contemplative way of dadiiri spreads over our whole life
It renews us and brings us peace
It makes us feel whole again
time of quiet reflection

Our aboriginal culture has taught us to be still and to wait
We do not try to hurry things up
We let them follow their natural courses – like the seasons
We watch the moon in each of its phases
We wait for the rain to fill our rivers and water the thirsty earth
When twilight comes, we prepare for night
At dawn, we rise with the sun
There are deep springs within each of us
Within this deep spring
which is the very spirit of God
is a sound
the sound of deep calling to deep
the sound of the word of God – Jesus
time of quiet reflection

Reflect, write, or share. What most encouraged you in this practice of Dadirri?
How might you incorporate this deep listening prayer and quiet still awareness into your daily routine?
Close in silent prayer and give thanks to God.

For Children and Parents
Moses by the Yarra River

Pets are a comfort.
They are gentle companions who love us unconditionally.
This is my dog Moses accompanying me on our many walks
along the Yarra river. If you have a pet give thanks to God for them.
If you’ve had a pet in the past, share stories about them.

We had a cat called Nate, a black Moggie, who got into the bag of cat crunchies
and kept eating until half the bag was in his stomach. He was sorry. He never hunted, not even a blow fly.
He used to grab the side of the leather couch and we’d watch him slowly side down it,
with his claws leaving little tracks in the leather. He was my sons’ cat and is much loved and remembered.
Moses is also much loved. Every time I sit down and put my feet up, he jumps onto my lap.
He can count, knows blue and yellow, high five and spins. He can’t sing though.
Just barks to jingle bells and happy birthday.
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Give thanks to God for your pets. They are treasures.

Christians throughout the world have been invited to say the Lord’s Prayer every day
please join them:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen
Rev Tina, for Mountview Uniting Church
Final collation by Mountview Multimedia team.
All protected content is reproduced with accreditation, with permission and or under the worship licenses held by Mountview Uniting Church in good faith.
© 2020 Mountview Uniting Church. All Rights Reserved.

Link directly to our website’s online Worship Resources:
https://www.mountviewuca.org/worship.html
Link to our Website (home page):
https://www.mountviewuca.org
Link to our Facebook (social media) page:
https://www.facebook.com/MountviewUCA/
Link to our YouTube (videos) page:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC95I3LWuFptWld392FOIEIg

