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Sunday 19 April 2020

Easter 2
This week we continue to celebrate Jesus Christ has risen. We reflect upon how Jesus came
into the homes of his disciples and comes into our homes today, saying: “Peace be with you.”
Today we focus on John’s gospel and Peter’s letter of hope.
There will also be extra resources for the week ahead, where we will focus on journeying through the coming
months and embracing a resource called Lacuna, created by the Uniting Church in 2003.
Lacuna means a gap or a space. It is a call to make space for God and attend to God’s still small voice.
This is appropriate at all times, but even more so now when we are living during times when it seems like our
external world has shrunk. We cannot control current circumstances, but we can control our response.
We can use this time to explore, nurture, expand and grow our inner world
and bless our relationships with one another.
You are also invited to use a bowl to symbolise your time of Lacuna.

You can use one of your favourites or just an ordinary bowl from your kitchen. You may choose to keep the
bowl empty where it symbolises our inner emptiness and need for God and space to renew God’s grace or you
may choose to fill your bowl over the coming months with memories and treasures you have found or
received, such as flowers, pebbles, seeds, written prayers, photos, and gifts.
Over the coming months we will enjoy the beauty of autumn, with its rich and varied colours and the starkness
of winter, when many trees lose their leaves revealing branches and empty nests. When frosts and fog come
with cold winds, we tend to sit around heaters or fires, rugged up enjoying a cuppa or soup.
It’s a good time to appreciate the simple things of life and one another.
A good time to water our inner garden and experience the growth and blossoming of our hearts and faith.
This year may turn out to be a gap year where we have the opportunity to take stock of how we
have lived our lives until now and how we might like to live our lives in the future.
I invite you to continue to say the Lord’s Prayer daily and or your favourite psalm, if you have one.
Try to find your inner still point. It can be found by being still and quiet or through prayer or going for a walk
or through music or art or by simply slowing down your breathing. This week John Williams offers an extra
resource where he reflects upon the Lord’s Prayer and Michael Plumridge brings us the Prayers of the People.
I invite you to listen to “Andrea Bocelli: Music For Hope – Live From Duomo di Milano” on YouTube.
The concert came live from the Duomo in Milan on this Easter Day. I don’t speak Italian but found it calming
and restful and came close to tears when Andrea sang Amazing Grace in English at the end of his concert.
Andrea is singing for Italy and the world. It is a wonderful 25 minutes and here is the link:
https://youtu.be/huTUOek4LgU

2

Mountview Worship @ Home
Sunday 19 April 2020

Praise God

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, you heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

Thomas Ken 1637-1711 alt.

Welcome to our Service
Today is a time to continue rejoicing in the Lord and celebrating the risen Christ.
It is a time to put aside our worries and concerns and find strength in worshiping God.
We Acknowledge those who were here before us, the first inhabitants of this place.
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.

Call to Worship
Christ our Risen Lord said: “Peace be with you.”
Lord, fill us your Peace

Prayers of Adoration, Invocation and Confession
Blessing and praise be to you, Lord our God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
By your great mercy you have given us new life and new hope,
through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead.
you have brought us into an inheritance that is imperishable,
unfading and in heaven. To you be the praise, through Christ our Risen Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and forever. Amen.

Christ our Risen Lord, no tomb can keep you, no door is closed to you, no heart is barred to you,
no mind is shut off from you. Come lead us out of darkness into light,
out of doubt into faith, out of death into life eternal:
Jesus Christ our risen Lord. Amen
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Lord our God fill us with the Holy Spirit, the power of the living God.
Guide us by the Holy Spirit, the giver of light and life.
Strengthen us through the Holy Spirit, the fire of love.
Let your Spirit come upon us and change us and all your faithful people,
that we may live and work to your praise and glory.

(Prayers from David Adam, Radiance of His Glory)

Lord our God, if we have not loved you with all our being or others as ourselves,
If we have hurt another, either intentionally or unintentionally, forgive us
And if someone has hurt us give us the grace to forgive them too.
Lord, in this moment of silence we come before you with all that’s on our hearts
Asking for forgiveness and the grace to forgive.
Silence
Hear then Christs words of grace to us
“Your sins are forgiven.”
Thanks be to God

Scripture Readings
Psalm 16
16:8 I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
16:9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.
1 Peter 1: 3-9
1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 1:4 and into an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 1:5 who are being protected
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
1:6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials,
1:7 so that the genuineness of your faith – being more precious than gold that, though perishable,
is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
1:8 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now,
you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 1:9 for you are receiving
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
John 20: 19-31
20:19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week,
and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."
20:20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. 20:21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you."
20:22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.
20:23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
20:24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
20:25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
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20:26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."
20:27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 20:28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"
20:29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."
20:30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
20:31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may have life in his name.

For the Young at Heart

Easter Eggs symbolise the empty tomb. You might like to help your children or grandchildren or siblings to
make an empty tomb with a rock as the door, where the rock is rolled back. Use sand, branches, flowers,
autumn leaves, mud, cardboard, old boxes, clay and stones, anything that is good for construction.
They may ask questions as you build the tomb giving you an opportunity to explain why the tomb is empty.
Or you may prefer to make a bowl from mud or clay or a basket from wool and twigs for your eggs.
After you’ve eaten your eggs, (if you’ve got any left), it can become your Lucuna bowl. You might like to make
a letterbox to post prayers in and write a prayer a day for people who are suffering, because of Corona virus or
use your bowl for these prayers. Listen to the news or read the newspaper and look for stories about people
and pray for them. Do this instead of allowing your worries to get you down. Prayer empowers you and brings
people before God and often people sense they are being prayed for and feel empowered.

Hymn: Amazing Grace
Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.
As grace first taught my heart to fear
so grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come:
God’s grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

John Newton 1725-1807 alt.

Sermon
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In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, amen

“Peace be with you”
Jesus said: “Peace be with you” three times in today’s gospel. What is this peace? Perhaps we crave peace.
Perhaps for peace within us or a peaceful and happy life or a life free from worry and conflict or enjoying
peaceful places. But, the first disciples were not enjoying peaceful times. They were hiding inside their homes
in fear and there is no peace when we are afraid. This is when Jesus comes to them, in the midst of their fears
and says: “Peace be with you.”

Thomas didn’t see Jesus on that first day, when he rose from the dead. He saw him a week later when he came
into the disciple’s house saying: “Peace be with you.” Jesus asked Thomas who had insisted on touching Jesus’
wounds: “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
Peter spoke of this belief in his letter 1 Peter 1:3-9.
He spoke of believing in Jesus and loving him, despite
not seeing him, of finding hope and joy in the midst
of trials and of being born into living hope,
because Jesus rose from the dead.
He also spoke about the suffering and trials the disciples
were experiencing and encouraged them to persevere.
I visited Gethsemane on pilgrimage to Israel in my midthirties. It’s one of the saddest places I’ve ever visited.
A church is built over the place where Jesus prayed
and inside the church is a large rock which is said to be
the rock Jesus prayed upon that night in Gethsemane
when he struggled with what was ahead of him.

I was grieving at the time and a priest took down the chains around the rock
and allowed me to sit on top of it and pray.
I sat there praying for what seemed forever and two words came to me: Living Hope
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At the time I didn’t know these words came from Peters letter but did feel deeply moved and comforted. Later
on, after reading 1 Peter 1: 3-9 I came to understand and believe the words
“Living Hope” are about new birth into a living hope through Jesus Christ’s resurrection.
In midst of my experience of grief I’d gained an insight into the inheritance we all receive,
one that is imperishable and undefiled and is kept in heaven for all of us, and it comforted me.
I believe we are all protected by the power of God through our faith in Jesus and this belief helps us rejoice,
even when we are finding life difficult. Coronavirus will test the genuineness of our faith and it will strengthen
our faith, where we will find the deep peace and comfort Jesus offers us, the Shalom of God. I believe each
one of us will come through this time and hold fast to our faith where we continue to find joy and emerge with
a deeper peace within our soul and greater love within our heart. Peter spoke of those who can rejoice
because they have not seen Jesus yet love him and believe in him. That’s us. Nothing can take this from us,
not even death.
In today’s gospel the disciples are hiding in a house because they’re afraid of the Jewish leaders.
We are locked in our homes too and some of us are afraid of developing Coronavirus.
We know the restrictions on our movement is about saving lives. In the midst of all that’s happening we can
find hope and be confident Jesus is amongst us in the midst of our fears, in our homes,
saying to each one of us: “Peace be with you”
John’s gospel offers us a foretaste of Pentecost and the power of forgiveness, which has come to form who we
are as Christians. Whether we are like Thomas, with doubts or whether we have come to believe, we still
receive the gift of peace from the risen Lord.

Skywriting on Good Friday
We still can experience community in a variety of ways, including through the media and within our local
neighbourhood. There is an abundance of stories about doctors and nurses putting their lives
on the line; neighbours reaching out to help other neighbours, people greeting one another when going for
their daily walk, children drawing rainbows on footpaths and skywriters writing messages of hope on Good
Friday. The newspapers are full of stories of hope. Monday’s Age offered stories about: Life in Isolation. Jane,
who has cancer, had the following to say:
Hugs from others are what she is missing most, but she is pushing to find deeper meaning of her own.
“I think a lot of people when they are faced with hardship in their lives, that’s the moment you realise you have
a lot more strength on the inside than you realised. Even though you might feel fear initially, when you go inside
yourself you realise you you’ve got resources, you’ve got resilience,
you’ve got strength you probably didn’t realise you had.”
Andrea Bocelli’s Music for Hope, live from the Duomo in Milan, finished with Andrea singing Amazing Grace in
English. Amazing Grace is a favourite hymn, one that’s often played at people’s funerals to celebrate their
journey and offer peace and comfort to those continuing the journey.
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Many years ago, I was called to ministry when a woman sang Amazing Grace solo in a Cathedral.
I heard a still small voice in my heart saying: You’re called to be a minister. After hearing this I put my trust in
God and began the journey and it’s been a wonderful journey where I’ve been blessed by God’s love and the
love of his people. A journey where I’ve got to know many faithful people who love and follow Jesus and who
count their blessings, every day. They are an inspiration.

I have not seen Jesus but believe in him and love and follow him. His example inspires me, his teachings give
me life, his blessings restore my soul and his promises give me courage for the journey.
I invite you to spend some time reflecting on your journey. How has Jesus blessed you, inspired you and
strengthened you? How has his teachings restored your soul and how do his promises give you hope and
courage for the future? How has Jesus called you and to what? I invite you to write down your responses and
reflect on them on them, while praying.
Today’s Psalm includes the words I keep the Lord always before me, because he is at my right hand
I shall not be moved. My heart is glad, and my soul rejoices and my body rests secure.
This is a person who is confident in the Lord’s care. The Lord is watching over us and going before us. We can
be confident in his care too.
There so much hope in today’s good news and it is hope that helps us overcome our fears.
The gospel calls us to rejoice in the midst of uncertainty and gives us courage to persevere in our journey with
the Lord. I’ll finish with a prayer.

A Prayer
Lord, we have not seen you
yet we believe in you and love you.
Fill us with your peace.
Lord, protect us and our loved ones.
Hold us tight in the night and
carry us during the day,
give us courage and strengthen our faith.
Fill us with your peace.
Lord, be present with all those caring for people with COVID-19
and comfort and strengthen those who have COVID-19.
Be with those working towards a vaccine,
help them create one.
Fill us all with your peace.
Amen

Rev Tina

Offering Prayer
(About offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have)
Lord and giver of every good thing we bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom
all for transformation through your grace and love made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Michael Plumridge has prepared the Prayers of the people for you today
Lord of all humanity, creator and sustainer of the universe;
the One who loves us: please hear the prayers we bring you today.
In the World Prayer Cycle, we pray this morning for the people of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. Lord, we
give you thanks for the long history of Christianity in these lands and for those Christians and Muslims who
have witnessed to their faith during long years of repression and persecution. We thank you also that there
are positive developments in these countries since the end of the Soviet era. We ask your blessing on those
who pursue peace and reconciliation in the face of old suspicions and animosities. Lord we ask for strength for
those who pursue human rights of all the peoples living in these countries and we pray for positive changes for
those who live in situations of poverty and discrimination. Lord, in light of the atrocities of the Armenian
Genocide early in the 20th century we pray for the continued healing of wounds that still exist today.

We give thanks for all who work towards reconciliation.
We pray also that where history is distorted or denied that the truth will prevail.
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Lord we also pray this morning for continued healing from the Coronavirus pandemic. We pray for the families
of those who have died. We pray for all those who are suffering under the burden of isolation; for those who
have lost work, businesses, and for those whose education has been interrupted. Lord comfort all those who
are afraid. We give thanks for technologies that enable contact with friends and families.
Locally we pray this morning for St John's Catholic, Mitcham. We ask your blessing on the parish Priest Father
Dispin John and for all lay leaders. Bless all who worship there. We also pray for the teachers and students at
the parish schools in both Mitcham and Vermont. Be with them in these challenging times.
In the Uniting Church we pray this morning for our brothers and sisters at Burwood and Burwood Heights.
Lord, bless them as they deal with the current crisis. At the University of Melbourne we pray for the
Chaplaincy. We ask you to be with the chaplains as they serve the students.
We pray for our Church, Mountview. Lord bless our minister, Tina and her family.
Lord help us to be a church even while we are physically absent from each other.
We pray for those of our congregation who have special needs at this time………..
Lord we pray for all those who are depressed or lonely, especially in these days of social restrictions.
We pray this and all our prayers in the name of Jesus

Dismissal
(From the Iona Community – A Celtic Blessing – say it to one another)
Deep peace of the running Wave to you
Deep peace of the flowing air to you
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you
Deep peace of the shinning stars to you
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you

Hymn: Shalom to You Now
Prayerfully read the words
Imagine your family in Christ and send them heartfelt blessings from the Lord
Shalom to you now,
shalom, my friends.
May God’s full mercies
bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving,
Christ be your shalom,
Christ be your shalom.

Elise Shoemaker Eslinger 1942– . © CCLI

(I have provided extra resources on the remaining pages to
accompany you on the journey)

Extra Worship Resources
This week you are invited to set aside time for God
and embrace a time of Lacuna.

A Lacuna Bowl
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A Call to the Church
God gathers us together in many ways and is present amongst us
We are a community of hope, love and faith, worshipping together in spirit
Faithful is God
who has called us and who will not fail us
Faithful is Jesus Christ
who gathers us into a community of hope
to worship God in wonder and praise,
to witness to God’s love in word and deed,
to seek God’s justice in the world.
Faithful is the Holy Spirit
who releases us:
to listen for God’s Word in Scripture and prayer,
to cherish the ministry of all God’s people,
and moves us:
to risk telling the story of Jesus,
to take our part in God’s action in the world.
Faithful is God
who has called us and will do this.
(Endorsed by Victorian Synod 2000)

Skywriting on Good Friday

‘Empty Tomb’ by Rev Jennifer Gordon
Two Guardian angels sit either side
Between them blackness
No ark, no holy Body,
Sheer emptiness, deserted place
What are you seeing in the space?
Ever since you struggled
To be free
From the comfort of the womb
You have been arriving at the empty tomb
Invitation issued at your nascent cry
Flowing through the waters of your birth
In death, in life, in sacrament
You, by grace, partake
In the greatest heavenly mystery
On earth.

Your arrival here, a summons
To life
And not decay
Enter now the blackness,
The desolating blackness,
The screaming sound of stillness
Take your place within the story
Shareholder in the glory.
Do not fear
He is not here
He has gone
Gone ahead
To meet you
On the road
And I, for one, will guard
That silent space within my heart
Where I, engulfed in darkness,
Flanked by angels,
Emptied of death,
Am filled by awesome love.

Lectio Divina (Benedictine Prayer)
Step 1: Read Peter’s Letter 1 Peter 1: 3-9 several times: notice which word or phrase strikes you
(Reading aloud or mouthing under your breath)
Step 2: Pause to meditate, saying the word/s over inwardly:
reflect and note associations and invitations that come to you
Step 3: Pray: become aware of how you feel and what you have thought about, and offer this as a prayer;
Speak to God about what has come to you and what is happening for you.
Step 4: Contemplation: Benedict understood this as simply resting in God’s presence
without any need of words or even mental images
Step 5. Apply steps 2,3 and 4 to further words or phrases in the passage and allow the cycle to continue.
Read the extract from the psalm or the gospel and follow the same steps
Step 6: Share your responses with someone or write in your journal.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Christians throughout the world have been invited to say the Lord’s Prayer every day.
Please join them:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen
Rev Tina, for Mountview Uniting Church
https://www.mountviewuca.org/worship.html
Final collation by Mountview Multimedia team.
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