
Introduction To Worship 
24 January 2021 – Epiphany 3 / Day Of Mourning 

 
The meaning behind this art work is interwoven story-telling.  It makes a statement of:  

“no matter what the history, this will always be aboriginal land, our imprint will never be invisible and we will always 
survive and thrive.  Our stories and family lines entwine across seas, lands and skies, forever a united front.”   

Grace Williams, Community and Cultural Resource Officer, Leprena - UAICC Tasmania 

Ed: This worship service resource has been compiled from a wealth of materials  
available on the UCA Assembly website.  For those participating with children,  

inclusion ideas are provided in the extra resources on the last page (9)   



DAY OF MOURNING Introduction 
The observance of a Day of Mourning was endorsed by the15th Assembly in 2018 arising from a request of the Uniting 

Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC).   

In the spirit of our Walking Together as First and Second Peoples, and as an expression of the Uniting Church’s 
commitment to justice and truth-telling, we have declared the Sunday before Australia Day as a Day of Mourning.   

This Day of Mourning Worship Resource invites all Uniting Church in Australia congregations to hold worship services that 
reflect on the effects of invasion and colonisation on Australia’s First Peoples and our identity as a nation.   

This worship service is an annual observance for us as the Uniting Church.  Remembering our history is an important part 
of our Covenant relationship and our journey toward justice, healing and a new relationship as First and Second Peoples.  

The service reminds us of the dispossession and violence against First Peoples, and laments that as a Church and as 
Second Peoples we were and remain complicit.   

We acknowledged this in our Church when we apologised to the Stolen Generations in 1997.   

We acknowledged this by revising the Preamble to our Constitution, which was approved by the 9th Assembly in 2009.   

We acknowledged this in affirming First Peoples as the sovereign peoples of this land in 2018.   
Our declaration of a Day of Mourning allows us to stand together in remembering the truth of our history, and honouring 

the culture of Australia’s First Peoples, their families and the next generations.   

As the President of the Uniting Church and the Interim National Chair of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian 
Congress, we lament and invite Second Peoples to confess and ask for forgiveness, for the past and current impacts of 

colonisation and dispossession of Australia’s First Peoples.  We pray that our Church and our nation will continue on this 
journey of confession, truth-telling and working toward justice and healing.   

Rev Dr Denise Champion, a Deacon in the UCA and an Adnyamathanha woman, speaks of the new community toward 
which we are called as the Uniting Church: 

“I have been challenged in my work in facilitating reconciliation between First and Second Peoples,  
to create a safe community.  A community where people can come together, sit and talk,  

and experience healing and forgiveness for the past, finding a new destiny together.”   

As the Uniting Church we affirm that ours is “a destiny together” acknowledging the wrongs of the past and the present 
and committing ourselves to take action to bring about a more just Australia.  As the Uniting Church we hear Jesus calling 

us into the light of a new shared community, based on justice, love and mutual respect for one another.  We pray that 
the whole nation may fully acknowledge our history and take a significant step towards healing for our nation. 

Grace and peace to you.  

Dr Deidre Palmer / President, Uniting Church in Australia; and  
Ps Mark Kickett / Interim Chair, Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress 

 



Worship @ Home – 24 January 2021 
Call To Worship 

Our land is alive with the glory of God; desert sands hum and gum trees dance.   
Brown grasses sing and mountains breathe their stillness.   

All created things add their rhythms of delight and even stones rap out their praise.   

Let our voices mingle with those of the earth; may our hearts join the beat of her joy, for our triune God is with us: 
the Source of all being surrounds and upholds us.  Christ Jesus walks beside and before us.   

The Spirit moves within and between us.  Blessed be God, our wonder and delight.   

Wominjeka (Welcome to Country) – Joy Murphy   [2:53] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeBWuItrpW8+ 

Posted to YouTube by Visit Melbourne   

Acknowledgement Of First Peoples 
Today, as we gather to worship, we acknowledge the Wurundjeri peoples,  

the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.   
We acknowledge that through this land, God nurtured and sustained the First Peoples of this country,  

the Aboriginal and Islander peoples.   
We honour them for their custodianship of the land on which we gather today.   

We acknowledge that the First Peoples had already encountered the Creator God before the arrival of the colonisers;  
the Spirit was already in the land, revealing God to the people through law, custom and ceremony. 

We acknowledge that the same love and grace that was finally and fully revealed in Jesus Christ  
sustained the First Peoples and gave them particular insights into God’s ways;  

and so we rejoice in the reconciling purposes of God found in the good news about Jesus Christ. 

Hymn: Why Lord, O Why? – Dale MacGregor   [2:34] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvhCTvt8wM0&feature=youtu.be  

By David MacGregor.  Posted to YouTube by dmacgreg   

Greeting 
Today friends, we are remembering the tragic history of our nation and the violent dispossession of her First Peoples. 

Today is a Day of Mourning.  Today we mark in lament the truth of our shared history and we lift up to God our prayers 
for First Peoples and our nation.  We say sorry and we pray for forgiveness, healing and hope.   

But today is also a day of worship.  So we come together and give thanks to God for the abundant grace and liberating 
hope which we know through Jesus Christ and which is for all people. 

The God of all justice, the God of all peace, be with you all.  And also with you. 

Blessings For A Sacred Place 
Leader: Arrawatanha Ngapala Nguthana  ** 
Response: Most High Our Maker 
All: The land you have given us, your children.  Look on this place ... this special place where you live;  

this special place where your glory rests. Look upon this sacred place where your name is honoured.   
Help us keep it as our Ancestors did.   

Leader: Althaninda  ** 
Response: Happy are you 

** In the Adnyamathanha language of the Flinders Ranges, SA,  
Arrawatanha means God/Most High and Ngapala Nguthana means Our Maker.   

The meaning of Althaninda is Happy are you.   

 



Prayers Of Invocation 
Abba, Father, Bäpa God,  ** 

source of all life, 
answer our call, 

as a mother responds to the cry of a child in the night.   

Jesus Christ, 
brother and friend,  

liberator, 
stand beside us 

as bearer of our humanity, and sharer of God’s grace.   

Creator Spirit, 
giver of new life, 
purposeful guest, 
prod us to praise, 

calling us to be a people of hope and faith in Christ Jesus.   
Amen. 

** Bäpa means Father in the Yolŋu languages of North Eastern Arnhemland 

Truth Telling And An Invitation 
Interwoven in the threads of mourning of the past, present and future; the cries of stolen lands at the coloniser’s hands. 

Mother Earth weeping in mourning: dispossession, forced removals and broken promises abounded. 
Taken from the compass of land and lore, declared unfounded. 
We mourn for our people; we mourn for our loss and grief too. 

We mourn for the cries echoing from the land, sea and sky, Creator Spirit we hear you. 
A day of mourning is to hear those cries of the weeping land and First Peoples of this Land. 

It’s to hear the stories of our ancestors and elders in the now. 
It’s to hear and feel the cries with us as First Peoples. 

It’s to know the resilience of our people and in the mourning of loss, to immerse in and engage with, the healing. 
The celebration of not just a culture that’s survived but thrived; within all the cries we see the hope. 

The gift that First Peoples culture, history, struggle and resilience is to the wider church,  
in all its fullness, richness, and truth-telling. 

Mourn with us in the loss, but walk beside us in the celebration and gift of healing the loss through honouring our stories, 
our song lines, our “being and knowing “. 

Mourn with us, hear the cries, but hear the justice and healing. 

Lament And Confession 
Merciful God, we, the Second Peoples of this land, acknowledge and lament the injustice and abuse that has so often 

marked the treatment of the First Peoples of this land.   

We acknowledge and lament the way in which their land was taken from them and their language, culture,  
law and spirituality despised and suppressed.  We acknowledge and lament the way in which the Christian church was 

so often not only complicit in this process but actively involved in it.   

We acknowledge and lament that in our own time the injustice and abuse has continued.  We have been indifferent.   

Gracious God, hear our acknowledgements — We have not loved you with our whole heart,  
nor have we loved First Peoples and other neighbours as ourselves.  God of mercy, forgive us for our failures,  

past and present and give us the grace today to make a fresh start.   

By your Spirit transform our minds and hearts so that we may love as you have loved us, that we may boldly speak 
your truth and courageously do your will.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 



Declaration Of Forgiveness 
This is the best of all: when we are empty, God fills us; when we are disheartened, God is compassionate; when we are 

wounded, God brings healing; when we confess our sin, God forgives.   

In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  You refill the cup of life, O God.  In Christ, we find refuge, strength and hope.  Amen.   

Hymn: How Shall We Sing?  
https://www.mountviewuca.org/audio-resources.html  

Note: The above link will take you to our website’s audio resources page.  Once there, please click the play button / arrow 

at the left of the first audio control box, then read the hymn words while listening to an instrumental accompaniment   

Bible Readings 
NRSV. © National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide 

Psalm 85: 7-13 
7 Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.  8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.  9 Surely his 
salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.  10 Steadfast love and 

faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  11 Faithfulness will spring up from the 
ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky.  12 The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield 

its increase.  13 Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.   

Micah 6: 6-8 
6 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?   

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old?   
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?   
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’   

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but  
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?   

Romans 8: 19-27 
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for the creation was 

subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.   
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; 23 and not only the creation,  

but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,  
the redemption of our bodies.  24 For in hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope.  For who hopes 

for what is seen?  25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  26 Likewise the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs 

too deep for words.  27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit,  
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.   

1 John 4: 7-16 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.   

8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  11 Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, 
and his love is perfected in us.  13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 

his Spirit.  14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world.   
15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.  16 So we have known  

and believe the love that God has for us.  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 
in them.   



Reflecting On The Word 
Excerpts from the Assembly’s Walking Together Study Guide: 

‘As church we are being asked to move to an uncertain place.  We are being asked to build new conversation  
with First Peoples about land, relationships and identity from a less certain place than we thought we occupied.’   

Rev Dr Chris Budden 

‘We've had two hundred years of colonisation and Christendom that has come from other parts of the world.   
I've got to thinking, 'What was God doing with us as Aboriginal people before the white man came to Australia?  What 
was happening?  If God is God of creation, how did our Aboriginal people understand how their world came into being?"’   

Rev Denise Champion, Yarta Wandatha 

There are few issues as important for Australia today as how we recognise and respect the first Australians  
and promote their well-being.  How do we as Christians seek to live as people of reconciliation?   

How can we as Australians walk and live together as people of compassion, justice, peace and hope?   
Where we have come from as a nation and as a church, and how as First and Second Peoples  

we might walk together in the future.   

‘Listening is very important.  If you didn't listen to the stories it was a matter of life and death.   
You wouldn't know where to find food.  You wouldn't know where to find water.  So you had to listen very carefully.   
And part of listening was observing.  Dad would have had to observe his Elders to know where to dig.   
These are all very important ways of how we learn too.  To be watching and listening and observing our Elders.   
I always say we either learn by listening or we make mistakes.  This is true for all people.’   

Rev Denise Champion, Yarta Wandatha 

Discuss: Where did you grow up?  Who did you grow up with?   
Who passed on to you the wisdom of your family and the ways of your people?   

‘ ...we have stories that stretch back across time and so it is about making sense of what has been revealed to us.   
If we say that God, that Christ, was here from the very beginning of our world, then how was God here in Australia  
right from the beginning of Creation?’   

Rev Denise Champion, Yarta Wandatha 

‘If the Gospel is to be expressed fully in the wider Australian context, it needs to take into account the voice of God  
now being discerned in our Aboriginal culture by Aboriginal people.   
Aboriginal culture, Aboriginal spirituality and the Aboriginal experience of the Gospel are not to be viewed as  
curios of mission history, but as integral to the work of God in Australia.’   

Rainbow Spirit Elders, Rainbow Spirit Theology 

Discuss: If God is Creator of all, how and where do we experience God through Creation?   

John chapter 1 says that the Word was at the beginning of Creation and we see this Word revealed in Jesus Christ.   
In what ways can the Word be known by people in their own time, community and culture?  If so, how?   

How does our own culture shape our faith?  Does this also limit our ability to see faith in other cultures?   

Can we learn from people from other cultures about God and God's ways?   

 
Offering 

about offering up ourselves and giving thanks to God for all we have 
Lord and giver of every good thing,  

we bring to you our lives and gifts for your kingdom, 
all for transformation through your grace and love,  

made known in Jesus Christ our Saviour, amen   



Prayers Of The People 
Margot Kemke l has prepared the Prayers of the people for you today 

Dear Heavenly Father, we come to you today with our prayers for all the people of our world, for our families,  
our friends, our communities and all who have special needs at this time. 

We thank you that you hear our prayers, that your grace and compassion comforts and guides us all in our daily lives. 

We pray for the new government in the United States of America.  Give their leaders the wisdom and expertise to settle 
the divisions within the community, and to work to curb the high mortality rate of their population due to the COVID 
virus pandemic.  We pray for the countries which are still unable to control the spread of this virus and hope that a 
vaccine will soon be readily available for all people everywhere.   

In our international prayer cycle we pray for the people of Cyprus, Greece and Turkey, countries bordering the Eastern 
Mediterranean Sea.  Cyprus, an island divided – the northern part by Turkish forces and the southern part by Greeks.  
Unfortunately, after many conferences, this island is still divided – ethnically, religiously and in government.   
The Greek Cypriots identify as Greek Orthodox and the Turks as Sunni Muslim.   
We pray for these communities and for their eventual reunification.  

Greece, at the southern end of the Balkan peninsular and over 2,000 islands, is a multi-party republic with few natural 
resources and a fluctuating economy.  In parts of the country with more fertile soil, fruit and vegetables are grown and 
exported to other European countries.  Shipping and Tourism are the mainstay of the economy.  The Greek Orthodox 
religion is adhered to by 98% of the population.   

Turkey, a trans-continental Eurasian country,  is one of the oldest permanently settled regions in the world.  It is believed 
to be the birthplace of the Christian religion and several ecumenical councils of the early church were held in Turkish 
cities.  There are only about 2% Christians there now, the majority of people follow Islam.  The President of the Turkish 
Government has almost unlimited powers and recent unlawful offences and war crimes against the people of Syria have 
been widely condemned.  Dear Lord, we pray for justice and human rights for all the people in this area.   

We ask for the welfare of the congregation and leaders at St John’s Catholic Church in Mitcham and at the Oxley Road, 
Auburn, Uniting Church.  May they be encouraged and led to be disciples in their communities.   
We pray also for the Synod’s Communication Unit and for those who regularly and faithfully produce “Crosslight” which, 
by its articles, informs and encourages us all in our Christian daily living.  

We pray for our minister, Rev. Tina and her family and hope that she is enjoying her holiday and will return refreshed and 
relaxed.  We are all grateful that her ministry with us during the past year has kept us together as a congregation.   
We also are thankful for our multi-media team, our church councillors and pastoral partners who have faithfully 
ministered to our congregation.  We pray for the receptionists and clients at Centre 81 now it has opened again for this 
year.  We pray for members of our congregation who have concerns for themselves or their families.  Comfort and care 
for them and answer their needs, we pray.   

O Lord, guide us all as we anticipate many more months of consideration for our communities so that this virus can be 
contained, and we pray for patience and tolerance of restrictions as we all, together, try to do our part. 

Together, sincerely, let us say together your prayer –  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  now and forever.  Amen.   

Word Of Mission 
People of God, go from here to live out the covenant into which we,  

the First and Second Peoples of this land, have entered with one another. 
Confront and challenge injustice wherever you see it. 

Act justly yourselves and insist that others do the same. 
Rejoice in the richness of our diverse cultures and learn from them.   

Celebrate and demonstrate the unity we share in Jesus our Lord.  Commit to worship, witness and serve as one people 
under God, until God’s promised reconciliation of all creation is complete.   

 



Blessing 
Bless us therefore, as we depart this place: 

give us a generous spirit, a kind heart, 
and the grace to walk alongside our First Peoples,  

as brothers and sisters in Christ.  Amen.   

Dismissal  
Go in the power of God’s good Spirit:  

with the gentle fire of God’s zeal, with the breath of life, ready to work for justice and peace.   
We go in Christ’s name.  Amen.   

Hymn: Shalom To You Now  
– Helen Jackson   [1:01] 

https://youtu.be/IiH_HdkWs74  
Music: Traditional Spanish melody; Public Domain. Lyricist: Elise 

Shoemaker Eslinger; © E. S. Eslinger / United Methodist 

Publishing; Streamed by permission. CCLI Licence No. 122303 

[MUC] Video: © 2020 the Multimedia team. All Rights Reserved. 

Posted to YouTube by Mountview Uniting Church.  

Shalom To You Now  
Shalom to you now,  
shalom, my friends. 

May God’s full mercies 
bless you, my friends. 

In all your living and through your loving,  
Christ be your shalom, 
Christ be your shalom.  

 
RESOURCES: 

Rev Denise Champion, Yarta Wandatha, c/- UAICC: Salisbury, 2014.  

http://sa.uca.org.au/covenanting/aunty-denises-book-yarta-wandatha  

Rainbow Spirit Elders, Rainbow Spirit Theology, HarperCollins: Melbourne, 1997. 

Assembly Working Group on Worship  

Resources suitable for worship and prayer with, or in support of, the First Peoples of this land, available at  

https://assembly.uca.org.au/cudw/worship-resources-and-publications/item/861-prayers-liturgies  

National Council of Churches in Australia (NATSIEC),  

www.ncca.org.au/index.php/about-us-1 and theology resources www.ncca.org.au/index.php/resources/theology  

Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC), uaicc.org.au  

UnitingJustice website - various resources - www.unitingjustice.org.au/justice-for-indigenous-Australians  

https://www.mountviewuca.org/worship.html 
Service compiled by Rob Jackson.  All protected content is reproduced with accreditation, with permission and or under the worship 

licenses held by Mountview Uniting Church in good faith.  © 2021 Mountview Uniting Church.  All Rights Reserved.   

 



The extra worship resources this week are Assembly suggestions for the inclusion of children (or young at heart?) 

Children And Families: 
Suggested actions for the inclusion of children in the above service: 

Ø Jump and throw your arms up high 
Ø put your hand to your ear then loosen your fingers and wave your arms around 
Ø cup your ear with your hand as if listening hard 
Ø stand still and breathe deeply 
Ø tap rhythm sticks (or two small gum tree limbs), hit gum nuts with a small branch, whistle using a gum 

leaf or blade of grass. 
Ø tap two stones together 
Ø pretend to syphon dirt from one hand to the other 
Ø make a heart shape with your hands and move it away from and then towards your body 
Ø make a triangle with your hands 
Ø give yourself a hug 
Ø extend your arm as if putting it around a mate, then extend your arms as if placing your hands on 

someone’s shoulders 
Ø wiggle your arm across your body  
Ø hold your hands up high in the air 

Other suggestions for a service that includes Children and Families: 

CRAFT ACTIVITY: 

• Draw an Australian landscape as described in the Call to Worship, gum trees, desert sand, mountains etc. 
• Or bring with you pieces of native trees, sand, stones to look at or to use to make a picture. 

TRUTH TELLING AND AN INVITATION 

Ask children to listen to the words and look for emotions: 

• How do these words make you feel? 
• Do your feelings change as the poem is read? 
• Can you draw how they make you feel? 
• Describe those feelings 

Suggested resource: You may like to use a set of emotional cards where children can point to the cards to show how they feel.   

For example: https://innovativeresources.org/resources/card-sets/bears-cards/ 

BIBLE READINGS: 

Psalms 85: 7 – 13: Make a heart card with a beautiful picture of something from Australia on it 

Romans 8: 19 – 27: Watch Aboriginal creation stories on You Tube.  For example:  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDl5QwAR8DI  • https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0y3Ta5xcKV4  

James 2: 14 – 26: Read/Watch All These Things by Susie Poole: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wm5EUrLP9zY  

To explore the themes suggested: 

• Encourage role-play with toys where being kind can be played out. 
• Read The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywelt; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZttMDho5HMw  
• Play with toys that encourage practicing interaction with others. 
• Or draw a colourful picture using all the colours 
• Tell stories of how some has changed or life or how you changed life for someone. 
• Play with toys in a “garden” made from the twigs, leaves etc that you bought with you into worship. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 

Truth Telling and Invitation: Alison Overeem, Manager, Leprena - UAICC Tasmania   

Blessings for a Sacred Place: Rev Dr Aunty Denise Champion as part of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress 

contribution to Penelope Monger (ed.) Living Water Thirsty Land (Sydney: The Uniting Church in Australia Assembly, 2008), 90-91.   

Children and Families additions: Wendy Lewis, The Cross in my Backyard: https://thecrossinmybackyard.wordpress.com/  

 


