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C
As most of you know,
I’ve been struggling
with my health over
the last few months. What started as an
ear infection developed into something a
bit more complex, necessitating a week
in St Vincent’s Hospital, and an outpatient care regime that stretched over
eight weeks.
Illness gives you a lot of time to think.
Sometimes, those thoughts can turn dark
and fearful, reflecting our vulnerabilities
and anxieties. At other times, we begin
to take stock, grappling with the deeper
issues that the busyness of life so often
denies us the opportunity of coming to
terms with.
But being forced to be still for a while is
also a great opportunity to go outwards,
as well as delve inwards. And that outward expansion can often occur through
the simple process of observation, of
taking note of what is going on around
us. Suddenly, we have time to be attentive, to be mindful, to be aware. And
the results can be both surprising and
insightful.
For myself, I can say that one of the observations I made during my hospital
stay was how hard the nursing staff
work. Of course, everyone in a hospital
works hard, from the specialists doing
their rounds to the catering and cleaning
staff who labour to make the hospital
experience as comfortable as possible.
But the sheer slog that nurses endure
was really driven home to me during my
time in hospital.

C
A nurse has to be everywhere at once.
A nurse has to respond to dozens of
patients’ requests, ensure their medicines are administered at prescribed
intervals, assist the specialists, monitor patients’ progress, respond to medical emergencies, and a whole raft of
other demanding duties.
Moreover, a nurse has to do this with
grace and dignity, with forbearance
for patients’ idiosyncrasies, the anxieties of relatives, and the conceits of
those who think their needs are more
important than everyone else’s. And a
nurse has to do this while coping with
the fatigue induced by insufficient rest
between shifts, with the demands of
family and personal needs, as well as
the pressure of operating in a highly
scrutinized and regulated environment.
It’s often said that a society can be
measured by how well it cares for its
most vulnerable citizens. But I also
think a measure of a society can be
found in how it cares for its carers.
That carers are often taxed with heavy
responsibilities is appropriate given
the duty of care owed to the vulnerable – but what does it say about us
when we fail to match this responsibility with support, resources, respect
and care?
I think their dedication deserves more
than a tokenistic response or being
taken for granted. And I suspect that,
as a society and a community, we
need to be more conscious of the carers among us and start caring for them
– in ways big and small.

Brendan

REFLECTION
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This December issue of “Contact” covers three important seasons in the yearly
church calendar, A dvent, Christmas and Epiphany. It has been usual at this time
to look forward to Christmas and to mix that season with Epiphany, hence the popular images of a manger and that of wise men on camels bearing gifts. So much
folklore has built up over these images that it is difficult to separate one from the
other. In the meantime, Advent is often overlooked.
The church’s year commences with the first Sunday in Advent, which in the secular calendar is the last Sunday in November. As “Contact” is issued on the first
Sunday in December, which is the second Sunday in Advent, it is usual to skip
over Advent altogether and set a theme which incorporates Christmas and Epiphany, probably incorrectly blending the two. We seem to accept this without question. What end of year children’s pageant could be found without a manger scene, a donkey and a wise men on a camel or two. We lightly ignore the scriptural
references to King Herod removing all boys in Bethlehem two years of age and
under, that fact giving evidence that Mary, Joseph and Jesus may have moved out
of the cattle stable many months before the Magi found them. It is an attempt to
separate out these three important foci of worship and celebration that this issue
gives each its rightful independent place.
Advent – the season of preparation, of anticipation, of expectancy, of renewal of
hope, of re-evaluating our relationship to a God of grace who came to be one of us
and one with us. The four Sundays are often marked by focussing on love, joy,
peace and hope.
Christmas - the waiting time is over, the promise has been fulfilled, “our God,
contracted to a span, incomprehensibly made man.” The wonder of the incarnation swirls around us. We rejoice: we are glad.
Epiphany – the revelation, what does it really mean that God’s own Son has come
among us. Epiphany may be described as the “Uh! Huh!” season when we can
say, “Hooray! I have understood it. Christ is King, my King, let me adore him.”
In the Lectionary set out on the second last page are further notes explaining these
seasons. The Lectionary we follow week by week is referred to as the “Common
Lectionary”, so called as it is followed by countless thousands of Christian churches across the world. Although the scripture readings may be the same across all,
the preaching based on them is individual. That is a wondrous truth.
On the next page are three prayers prepared as seasonal prayers for incorporation
into ‘Prayers of the People’ as used in the Catholic Mass. They highlight the core
truth for each Season. May we all as we progress week by week through these
seasons seek out fresh meaning from the scriptures read, the preaching based on
those lessons, the words of the hymns sung, the prayers offered and our relationships with each other and with our gracious God. May we all be blessed.
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The following prayers are taken from “The Prayers of the Faithful” by Hugh McGinlay

ADVENT
John the Baptist proclaims a message
that demands obedience to the teaching of the Lord.
May we resolve in this time of Advent
to be guided by gospel values
and to live the way of Jesus.
Lord, hear us.
CHRISTMAS
Joy is God’s gift to all the world.
May Christmas be for us and for all people
a time of joy and peace;
and may all the nations of the earth
rejoice at the birth of Jesus.
Lord, hear us.
The whole world waits for the coming of the Lord.
By the integrity of our lives
and the values we profess,
may we be faithful witnesses
of God’s good news for all the earth.
Lord, hear us.
May we experience peace in our families
at this special time;
and may the spirit of Christmas
be with our families and communities
in all the year ahead
Lord, hear us.
EPIPHANY
May all the people of the world
receive the light that God sends,
singing the praises of the Lord;
and may they work for peace in our time peace that is the gift of our God.
Lord, hear us.
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PEOPLE and HAPPENINGS
BAPTISM
The Congregation rejoiced on 28th September at the Baptism
of Ana Grace, daughter of Soehee Lee and Piers Langabeer.
The parents were delighted that this was the first use of the
new baptism font. Margaret Williams was the officiating elder and had the pleasure of pouring the water into the bowl of
the new font made by husband John from blackwood timber
taken from two pews.
THOSE NOT SO WELL. Your prayers would be appreciated.
Joyce Suto is home from hospital but still far from well. She is really appreciative of the daily visits
she receives from Dana Nicolou. Joyce would be most unhappy should she have to return to hospital care.
Lydia Van Zuyden has moved into full time care in Inverloch.
A relatively minor car accident has left Neil Malcolm with a severely shattered right wrist, his arm
being twisted by a reacting steering wheel. After caring for Val for so long, he has been looking forward to returning to his favourite pastime: golf. This has put paid to that for some months.
The Terrill household’s troubles are continuing. Hayley’s hip surgery has not turned out as expected and is going through a range of investigations to determine the next step forward. Pain is a
constant. Jo is recuperating from foot surgery for a second time.
Bev Lacey and Kelly Ward have been very restricted of late - we have missed them.
John Williams returned to hospital in November for trials of pain suppression injections.
WINDING DOWN
After many years as an Elder and Pastoral Partner, Val Birkett is retiring from these specific pastoral duties. Val is to be thanked for the care she has given to members. Although no longer on the
official carers’ list, she will be no doubt be giving help and comfort as she sees needs arising.
WE SHARE IN THE SORROW
Jo Menger Leeman and Tim greatly appreciated the goodly number of Mountview folk who joined
them at the funeral service for Jean Leeman, Jo’s mother, at the Burwood Uniting Church on 21st
October. Jean was well known as a visitor to Mountview accompanying Jo and her daughters, Eva
and Tarragon.
Long time members will be saddened to know that Flo Coutts passed away a couple of weeks ago.
Flo and her late husband, Jim, were elders and leading forces in the former Mitcham Presbyterian
Congregation and brought those attributes into the Mountview Congregation. Flo had the honour
of being the Mountview Congregation’s representative at the Service of Inauguration of the Uniting
Church in Australia in Sydney in 1977. All those attending were presented with
a tee shirt emblazoned with the UCA logo. Flo was very large woman, and she
herself said that she had the necessary “attributes” to really show off the new
logo! In her honour, it is printed here. In later years, Flo served Frontier Services in hostels at Normanton and Thargomindah, where she was flooded in for
six weeks. Here her wartime service as an Airforce Policewoman stood her in
good stead. The young male residents were quickly awed by her physical skills
in ‘unarmed combat’, particularly one young hothead who took a swipe at her and found himself
headfirst in a corner with Flo kneeling on top of him demanding and getting his full respect and
henceforth abiding by the house rules. Pretty good at 75! Flo moved into residential care in Hawthorn a few years ago.
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(INFORMATION DELETED)

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

(INFORMATION DELETED)

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
Margaret and John Williams have finally moved into their new apartment in the MetroMitcham complex. Now that the tension of downsizing is over and unpacking completed, they can really appreciate the
advantages of making this move. It is very comfortable and quiet: we hear nothing of our neighbours
alongside and above with the only street noise audible being sirens from emergency vehicles. The view
is spectacular, night and day - right across this great city to Mt. Macedon, the mountains near Ballarat, the
tall CBD buildings and round to Mt. Dandenong. The enormous balcony is already a garden with shrubs,
flowers and vegies. The phone number and email address are unchanged: the mailing details are
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. Being designed for disabled people, the apar tment is their
retirement home, being approved for “in home” elder care. Visitors are welcome, but advance arrangements are needed to get past the security system.

SHINGLES FOLLOW UP

……………..a note from John Williams
In the last edition of “Contact” I gave a recommendation for all people over 50 to ask their doctor to be
inoculated against shingles using a new vaccine called “Zostervax’, so named from shingles having the
technical name of “Herpes zoster”.
I have campaigned further and have had a response from the Federal Minister for Health, the Honourable
Peter Dutton, that at its meeting on November 14th, the Advisory Committee for the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (the PBS) would be considering a recommendation to add Zostervax to the list of approved
drugs for people aged 70 and over.
Another positive response has come from the editor of the National Seniors’ Magazine to consider an article in a 2015 edition discussing shingles and Zostervax for the benefit of all elderly Australians.
In the meantime, many people have told me that they have taken up my recommendation and received
their inoculation, even though they carried the current cost of $240. It is excellent insurance against what
could be a disaster.
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REFLECTIONS FROM MY FIRST SYNOD
…. Michelle Jackson

Towards the beginning of the five-day Synod meeting we were invited to consider our hopes for the
meeting and the church. I had many, many hopes and this was probably partly as I was rather daunted by the whole “Synod thing”. I was concerned that things discussed might feel irrelevant. That it
would be too “business-focussed”. It wasn’t perfect but it actually exceeded my expectations. Sure
the worship music was out-dated to me and there were a few grumpy people who seemed there
more for their own agenda than the agenda of the wider church. But overall it was a really good experience. Consensus voting is amazing. Over 300 delegates in one room each with an equal opportunity to have their say and to have their point of view be acknowledged. It was people-power at its
finest. While the moderator, general secretary and a rotating chaplain graced the stage to conduct
the business, all the proposals, the opinions, the discussion and the resolutions came from the people. It was an environment I felt proud to be part of, even if I held my blue card up at times to a sea
of orange cards. Some issues were easy and unanimous; some issues showed more diverse views
amongst the Synod.
Property was a key theme throughout Synod. This was to be expected following the recent property
divestment process. Emotions ran strong with this topic. And for some this was due to a sense of
betrayal from the church, through the felt absence of consultation before announcing to congregations that their properties were being sold. For others it was clear that a sense of “us and them” mentality had developed. “This is our building”, “They are taking it from us”.
Through morning bible study Dr Rev Sunny Chen talked to the idea of temple worship. We as a
church are so obsessed with our temples, our houses for God. But as we see from the countless encounters with God from the scriptures - in the wilderness; the garden; on the road; the mountaintop, God has moved on. We were reminded of Moses and Joshua. Moses who led Israel out of Egypt
towards the Promised Land, but despite his long years, he did not live to enter into and lead God’s
people into the Promised Land. It was Joshua who finally entered the Promised Land with Israel.
We were invited to think about where God was moving to, and how we are to contribute to the future
of the church. Not the future that we can see, but the future that we leave as a legacy for those who
come after us.
There was an acknowledgement from the delegates that times were changing. That the church looks
different to what it did at and before union. And further to this, that it needed to look different to what
it looks like now. No great detail of discussion was formerly given to this, although in my own working
group of a dozen or so people, it was clear that many congregations shared the same considerations
of church. That attendance is decreasing, money is decreasing and property costs are increasing.
The number of ministers retiring in the last 18 months was 9 times the rate of ministers ordained.
It seemed to me the strongest expressions of God and the living out of the Gospel were taking place
outside of church buildings. In the stories from agencies, Uniting Care, Uniting AgeWell; in the stories of those who chaplain in schools, universities, with the army; there was hope and joy expressed
in the opening of Pilgrim Theological College; there was joy expressed in acknowledging the increasing diversity in the church and the hope for this to grow in the future. God is certainly moving.
There were many good news stories at Synod. And I, like many of the delegates hope and pray that
despite our differences of opinion and strong emotions, that we remain a uniting, pilgrim people living
together for the making of God’s kingdom. To finish, a quote from the Basis of Union:
“The Uniting Church prays that, through the gift of the Spirit, God will constantly correct that
which is erroneous in its life, will bring it into deeper unity with other Churches, and will use
its worship, witness and service to God's eternal glory through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.”
[Michelle was one of those co-opted to Synod to provide a better balance of age and gender. Her clear thinking and ability to express her views had been noted. We are glad that Synod is taking positive action in
providing leadership into the future. We will no doubt hear more from Michelle in the affairs of the Uniting
Church. Ed.}
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PROPERTY and FINANCE COMMITTEE.
As he opened its most recent meeting, the Convenor, Don Bain, remarked that it was meeting Number 75 since he became the Convenor. “Contact” has noted this long haul and congratulates Don
for his diligence and often unstinting commitment to the Mountview property.
It is then timely to note the work of this “background” committee. The P+ F C reports to the
Church Council and is largely autonomous in its activities, identifying property needs and concerns
and getting on with the job. Major matters are addressed in consultation with the CC. Wrapped up
in its decisions are costs, so matters of finance arise in P+F C on behalf of the CC, which receives
the recommendations from the smaller group.
P+F C works to an annually rotating check list type program covering:
• General maintenance of the church and manse buildings, furnishings and grounds.
• Through the Synod office, arranging insurances against fire, malicious damage and public
liability.
• Overseeing risk management, personal and material, and liaising with Synod assessors.
• Arranging use of the premises by outside not-for-profit community groups, usually on a cost
of use basis. Attending to the management of those groups in their manner of usage of the
premises. Issuing and recalling of keys.
• Monitoring investments held by the Congregation and making recommendations to the CC.
• Monitoring income and expenditure against the yearly budget and preparing a draft budget for
the CC for submission to a Congregational Meeting.
• Maintaining first aid equipment and a register of personal injury.
Under Don’s leadership, the P+F C has Peter Cox, Eddie Short (who came
on to the committee after Noel Grant’s passing) and John Williams, all
of whom are carrying out various duties from day to day as they arise.
However, from time to time, there is a build-up of “jobs to do” and a
working bee is called. This gives a chance for many others to pitch in
and share the load, and enjoy a great opportunity for fellowship on a different level.

THERE WAS A WORKING BEE.
As mentioned above, on Saturday morning, 15th November, a goodly group of volunteers tackled various jobs and got on with it, some alone and others jointly. They
• Cleaned out the blocked drain pipe from the middle outlet on the hall roof. A spiral drain cleaner
was hired for the job. It was most difficult as the blockage had extended from the kerb and up into
the downpipe. A very dirty job, but it saved nearly $1000 as quoted by a tradesman.
• Removed the inner panes and cleaned inside the double glazed windows in the Brown Room.
• Fitted a new hand rail to the steps at the hall street entrance.
• Replaced light globes and tubes in many places and cleaned the fixtures.
• Pruned and cut back shrubbery along pathways and te entrance.
• Cleaned foyer and church windows.
• Touched up damaged paint around doorways and handrails.
The P+F Committee thank all the willing helpers. Also thanks for the morning tea - gathering around the
teapot and a plate of scones is most important.
PLEASE! Pleas fr om P+F C to not use sticky tape for posting notices on windows and painted surfaces. The window cleaner s “blessed” those sticky tapers. Sunlight on the tapes turn them into a sticky
mess. On painted surfaces, the top coat is dragged off when removing the remnants. Blue tack, please!
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IN MEMORIAM
….. Nell Barelli.
Mitcham was very different in 1925 to the urban society in which we live today. That was the year in which Nell
Barelli came to Mitcham as a five-year-old, daughter of Don and Jessie Forbes, young sister to Jack and Don. She
recounted many memories of those early days, when she used to
walk across the paddocks from her home in Albert Street, carrying a
billy, to collect the cream from Davin’s dairy. She always did the
‘taste test’ – dipping her finger in the rich cream and sucking the
sweetness off. “It was always delicious,” she remembered.
Her brothers tried to teach her the skill of swinging the billy around
her head without losing a drop. She thought she had mastered the
knack, until, one day, something went wrong and the contents flew
out of the pail, all over herself! The boys said that she had better
practise with water until she got it right. She did become quite adept
at it.
Occasionally, as a child, Nell rode on the bread cart being driven by
Lou Barelli, never dreaming that Lou would one day be her father-in
-law.
Nell was educated at Mitcham State School and Box Hill Technical
School. After she left school, she soon made a successful place for
herself in retail drapery, first in Camberwell, then at Bradman’s in
the city. From there she went on to open and manage stores in Howie House, Melbourne, and further afield in Moonee Ponds.
In 1942, Nell married Alan Barelli. After a short honeymoon, Alan returned to service in the army, and Nell went
back to live with her mother, Jessie Forbes, in Albert Street, Mitcham. Nell finished working at Bradman’s in 1946,
and started to help Jessie and Lou Barelli in the family business, their bakery, serving in the cake and bread shop in
Mitcham. With Nell’s two brothers also away on active service, she continued to work and look after her mother and
the house in Albert Street. Nell’s father had died a few years earlier.
Nell’s son, Ross, was born in 1947, and the family moved into their new home in Mitcham Road. Lynne was born in
1949, and Sue in 1954.
The two families – the Barellis and the Forbes – all attended the then Methodist Church. Alan and Nell attended
Sunday School together. The Church had always been an important part of both families’ lives. Both families grew
their Christian faith in their homes. Nell continued to worship at Mountview Church until about 18 months before
her death, when she moved into care at Park Lane in Croydon. Nell died on 22nd October, 2014, aged 94.
Although many of Nell’s contemporaries had predeceased her, Mountview Church was almost full as people came to
say good-bye, and to express their love for her. Always able to express her faith in music, she had chosen to be sung
at her memorial service the hymn: “Now thank we all our God”. Nell’s beautiful soprano voice had thrilled many of
us. She sang in the church choir. Who, having heard it, could forget her obligato in “King All Glorious”? She often sang solos accompanied by her close friend, Nettie Davies. Always she gave us all a real gift! She was a member of the Mitcham Choral Society. For three successive years the group won the competition at the Ballarat Eisteddfod.
Nell was a ‘do-er’, always helping someone in some way. Even at the age of 91 she was still baking biscuits and
scones, giving them to neighbours or to the girls. She was a great Nanna to Lynne’s children, Luke and Julia. She
developed many techniques to coax Luke and Julia out of the swimming pool at their home in Wooddale Grove!
They loved those summer days at Mitcham. She was involved in all of her own children’s sporting activities, driving
them to gymnasium practice, gym concerts, netball, school sports. She volunteered at Orana children's homes, the
Tally Ho Boys’ Home, and for many years drove disabled children to their classes at “ Nadrasca”. She was a
founding member of the Maroondah Hospital Auxiliary, served as President, and worked at the hospital kiosk.
There was a time of great sadness for the family when Ross , at age 29, was killed in a motorbike mishap on the racetrack. Alan and Nell were married for 65 years. Alan died in 2008. Nell’s many friends will miss this lovely lady.
We rejoice that she is now at peace, no doubt singing with the angel choir!
(My thanks go to Lynne and Sue for allowing me to use the notes of their eulogies to help in preparing this “In Memoriam” - M.W.)
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Baptism of Ana. The Baptism of Ana Langabeer on 28 September was a
joyful occasion and saw the first use of the new font in a baptism and the
movement of the congregation from the baptism space to the communion
table space as part of the Baptism liturgy.
Engagement Party. Tr avis Cox’s and Rhian Denning’s engagement party
on 20 September in the Mountview Hall was a significant event attended by
many and with lots of laughter. Their wedding will be celebrated at Torquay on Saturday 3 January 2015. We
wish them every blessing in their life together.
Synod 2015. Michelle J ackson attended her fir st Synod meeting in September and shar ed her r eflections
on the meeting with the congregation on 12 October. She was impressed by the way the consensus process
worked while allowing the Synod members to consider some difficult issues in a way which respected a variety
of opinions. Thanks Michelle for your thoughtful and insightful description of the church at work. Our Minister,
Brendan, missed the Synod meeting due to his health emergency, but we can assume that Sandy kept him in
touch with the proceedings.
Faith at Work. The Commissioning Ser vice for the Faith at Wor k pr oject was conducted on 12 October
with preaching by the Rev John Bottomley (Assistant Director of the Commission for Mission’s Creative Ministries Network). The first task for the project is a time of discernment to determine whether Mountview might be
able to offer a ministry to people in the workforce, especially to those affected by workplace injuries, retrenchment, bullying, etc. The discernment will take place over the next six months or so. Brendan will be assisted in
this discernment by a Reflection Group comprising Michelle Jackson, Rob Jackson and Simon Plumridge.
Brainstorming Stalled. Tim Menger ’s appeals for feedback on the Future Directions Brainstorming Report
have drawn a very disappointing result. Tim was understandably very upset that so little feedback had been received from the congregation. This is certainly a wake-up call. Mission and ministry at Mountview can only happen in those areas where the congregation has enthusiasm and commitment. It is not too late for you to nominate
those areas of congregational life and service which you would support.
Out and about. Our Monday Night Study Gr oup’s recent weekend retreat to Wilson’s Promontory was a
good occasion despite the rough weather. The group had a great time reviewing their activities and enjoying fellowship. The group’s Halloween activity was walking the streets of Mitcham but, instead of trick and treating,
they collected food for Centre 81. These efforts were well supported by the local community and will help to
bring some cheer to Centre 81 clients this Christmas.
It’s a Boy! Congr atulations to Vanessa Tr an, one of the leader s of the Vietnamese Faith Community, on
the arrival of a baby boy.
Film Night. The Inter -faith Film Night on 26 September featured some compelling stories about refugees and
raised $106 for the Road to Refuge Asylum Seeker Advocacy Service.
Peaceful Protest Action. Br endan’s participated in the “Love Makes A Way” protest on 19 November. This
“occupation” of the office of Federal Parliamentarian Kevin Andrews was a non-violent ecumenical “civil disobedience” action to protest the current government’s asylum seeker policy, particularly the detention of children.
Some people were arrested (Brendan included) but the protest made its point.
Being a Safe Church. The cur r ent Royal Commission into Child Sexual Abuse and the ear lier Victor ian
Government enquiry has highlighted the need for churches to adopt practices which ensure that their leaders and
programs offer a safe environment not just for children but for adults as well. New Victorian legislation on
grooming, leadership and reporting will need to be addressed by Church Council in the new year.
Working Bee. Thanks to the Pr oper ty & Finance Committee and to the r ecor d number of people who supported them on 15 November. A major success was the unblocking of a Hall drain – dirty work, but a saving of
about $1,000 over quoted trades prices. Special thanks go to Lorraine Grant for the delicious scones!
Dinner Date. Eighteen people enjoyed the Inbetweens’ dinner on 24 October.
Geoffrey Willis, Church Council Secretary
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WATCH OUT!

Did you see these sticky note messages around the property recently? They were not there for long as the adhesive is made to be
weak for use on paper, but they were there inside and outside in
many places.
It was part of a Sunday morning exercise by our young folk, getting
a message home both for themselves and the older folk.
A few weeks later and as the people emerged from worship, each was given a
little paper “coin” with the words “God’s love” on it. We had heard read
earlier from Matthew the story of the good servants and the failed servants
who were given talents to invest for their master.
We were invited to bring back stories of investing God’s love. Watch out!
There may be more of these. (Bring back your story!)

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT. Sunday, December 14th
9:30 a.m.
BLUE CHRISTMAS. Thursday, December 19th, 7:30p.m. Supporting our friends remembering loved ones no longer with us.
CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE. Wednesday, December
24th, 7:30 p.m. preceded by a family barbecue at 6p.m. with food/
refreshments supplied.
CHRISTMAS EVE CONTEMPLATIVE SERVICE. Wednesday,
December 24th, 11:00 p.m.
CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY SERVICE Thursday, December 25th,
9:30 a.m.
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. . . . . from Chairperson, Tim Menger.
Dear Mountview Uniting Church Members,
At our last AGM in May, I gave a challenge to the Congregation. In a nut shell, what are we
doing and how are we going to do it?
The response from the Congregation over the small group sessions was fantastic and I felt a
deep privilege that you entrusted me with your thoughts and ideas about the future of
Mountview Uniting Church (MUC).
Since then I have released my report and recommendations. The responses from you have
been varied, from nothing to detailed responses to each of the recommendations that where
made.
The number of recommendations I have made in my report cannot be covered individually
at the up-coming Congregational Meeting, as there are just too many. As such I believe a
different path needs to be taken.
There are other realities facing MUC that have come to light since the report’s release.
One is that our finances are not in a good way. We are being presented with a deficit budget
and with the demographic that is at MUC, this will only continue.
So where to from here?
The challenge has been put back to me that the outcome of these reports are that nothing actually gets done. It is a shame that for many this was the automatic response.
There is a certain level of apathy at MUC. I am not saying that people don’t care. Many
people contribute to MUC more than they should and more than they can. This has been an
underlying strength at MUC.
It has also been one of its weakness. To look at the church rosters over the years it is often
the same people doing the same jobs and when someone moves or a gap otherwise appears
in the roster, the same shrinking group of people take on more and more.
I do understand why this is the case. Many people at MUC are very tired or feel they can no
longer contribute. Finding energy and enthusiasm in the midst of fatigue is hard.
My outburst on the 12th October about a lack of response to my report and recommendations
has also added, for some, an additional sense of hurt. For that I apologise. That wasn’t my
intention and my words where not as well thought out as they should have been.
Many of you have invested hours/ years into MUC. It is not only a spiritual home but also a place
of easy social connection with other people.
Having now seen the finances and projection of our aging population, MUC has to do something
radical. We really need to seriously consider the notion of MUC dying.
That does not mean that that is the end of MUC. It only means that it is the end of MUC as we currently know it. Rev. Brendan’s page in the last Contact about the church dying to be reborn has
struck a cord not just with myself but with other members.
…….continued
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We belong to a larger church. We belong to a larger community. We interact on a weekly and
daily bases within our community. We look at the bigger global picture, the national issues and
the local ones. This is a part of what MUC is. How do we make it part of us?
Rev. Brendan has been commissioned with our blessing to undertake a period of discernment. It
is not meant to be a discernment about MUC specifically. It is about the larger church. To sit
back and wait for a final report from Rev. Brendan’s period of discernment is to await our demise.
I still don’t have the answers, the council doesn’t have the answers. What I would like to see from
the Congregation is that when a potential answer is given that we can all get behind it whether we
agree with it or not.
This will mean change. This will mean a period of being uncomfortable and of being challenged.
I am a firm believer that when you start to feel too comfortable and things are going well, then
I’m missing something or something is about to go wrong. To be challenged and to respond to
change can be hard.
I also believe that that with Christ as my/our rock we are capable of anything. Also with the combined wisdom of MUC we will be able to find our answers and together be able to move into future.
In Peace
Tim.

CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING
December 14th, immediately following
Children’s Christmas Pageant.
After the presentation of the Budget for 2015, the meeting will
focus on the vital recommendations from the report arising from
the challenge given at the May AGM addressing the questions WHAT IS OUR FUTURE?
WHAT ARE WE DOING?
HOW ARE WE GOING TO DO IT?
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CENTRE 81
Since 2009, our Young Adults have contributed greatly to
our Christmas Hampers by their collection of food from the
neighbourhood at Halloween. (See page 15)
This year was no exception, and we thank them for their
outreach on behalf of Centre81.
It was also very special to receive $9.50 from Eva and Tarragon Menger, who made lemonade and sold it from outside their home gate – again involving the neighbourhood.
The Charity Christmas Card Shop is also in full swing. Thankyou to the very
many volunteers who so cheerfully sell our cards. It is a very special time of
year at Centre 81.
We were presented with $3177.00 as our portion of the Whitehorse Community
Chest Collection, which was held earlier in the year. Thankyou to our loyal team
of collectors, who did such a wonderful job again this
year. The 2015 Collection is in May. Please see Des
Kidd ASAP, if you would like to volunteer for this.
We are inviting members of our Congregation to place
gifts of Christmas food/money/toys under the Christmas tree in the church on Sundays 7th and 14th December. Our hampers will be prepared and distributed
later in the month.
From all at Centre 81, we wish you God’s blessings for Christmas and the coming year.
Jill Kidd. For the Committee of Management for Centre 81.

SAMARITAN’
SAMARITAN’S PURSE
This year we collected 38 boxes plus cash donations of $261 with many gifts of suitable articles for adding to boxes, all of which was gladly welcomed by the Melbourne
organisers of the scheme. The number is down a little on previous years. There are
many reasons for this.
It is recommended that you keep a look out during the whole year for items suitable for packing into the “shoe
boxes”. After Christmas sales are a great time for bargains, so be alert.

- 15 -

HALLOWEEN - A DIFFERENT SLANT
Celebrating “Halloween” in a different spirit has been a significant event for the
Monday Night Small Group for a gew years. No ‘trick or treat’, but a genuine call on
people’s love for neighbour. Below is an image of the carefully worded letterbox
flyer distributed earlier in the week. When they knock on Friday evening, with a
blessing, almost everyone happily hands over some non-perishable food item to be
passed on to Centre 81 for packing into the Christmas hamper stock.
On Sunday, Communion Sunday, these gifts are brought forward with the Communion elements and are included in the blessing.

“Contact” was attracted to the clever artwork of the traditional pumpkin image behind the “give away” sign. We congratulate them for their initiative.

MINISTER ARRESTED!

Well, he wasn’t charged! Our minister, Brendan, as a member of an activist group “Love Makes a Way”, concerned for the welfare of migrants, “invaded” the office of the Honourable Kevin Andrews, M. P.
Federal Minister for Social Services, to highlight the plight of children in
detention. To remove the protestors, the office was shut early, so giving
the police an opportunity of “arresting” the group so that they could be
escorted from the premises. The point was made, and it seems that
charges were not immediately pressed as this would have made headlines. Brendan is waiting so see if action eventuates. The group has further plans to bring similar issues to public attention.
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“CONTACT”’S FUTURE.
As flagged in earlier issues, “Contact” is being reviewed, particularly the method of distribution. One area to be investigated is
distribution by email to those able to receive it. The opinion of
Pastoral Partners will be sought as to what that will mean to the
regular visiting or “contacting” to the members on their visitation
lists. On this email aspect, research is under way regarding a transmission format compatible with most
computer and email systems. Early next year you will be asked for your agreement or not to receive
“Contact” by e-mail instead of in hard copy. In the meantime, your comments about that and the style of
production would be welcomed. You can find my e-mail address on the back page and the street mail address on page 6 in the People Pages.
For some time, I have been seeking someone to take over the editor’s functions from me. Although there
has been some conversation, no one is prepared to come on board, join the “Contact” team and shortly
thereafter take over the editorial position. Without an editor, ‘Contact” will die, after nearly 40 years. Is
this symbolic of Mountview’s current outlook and seeming lack of energy in their faith? My husband,
John, has lifted from me the tasks of physically making up the pages and assembling each edition - a type,
cut and paste system on the kitchen table – and computerised the process, printing directly from a computer. This has lifted the appearance and presentation. There have been problems in the technical field, but
in various ways, these have been overcome to produce a more presentable look.
All that aside, in travelling around and worshipping in various places, I gather copies of their parish magazines in exchange for a copy of “Contact”. Comparing them, “Contact” is streets ahead in range of content and equal or better in production. For a local parish publication, it is of high quality and receives high
praises from other editors for its standard. It is not just a “parish pump”, but an informative publication
carrying local news and events.
We see value in “Contact’s” continuation. We are sure that our readers share those values. Therefore,
John has agreed with me that together we will continue producing “Contact”, and do so as long as we are
able. However, should someone put up their hand to take over, we will gladly welcome a new editor.
Please continue to support “Contact” by sending in your contributions.
Peace and blessings.

Margaret Williams.

ELECTION DAY SAUSAGE SIZZLE
On election day, the Centre 81 porch provides a ‘captive clientele’ for a sausage sizzle as the voters in the queue lining up
to vote have to pass close by. They can’t escape the glorious
smell of sausage and onion frying on the barbeque. It is rather
overwhelming. Over 350 snags disappeared in bread slices with sauce and onion
juice dripping down. The street trees provided sunshade for the solemn line, so the
sale of drinks did not go as well as planned.
Eastern Access Community Health were the beneficiaries. It is through them that
the funds from Mountview for the Mental Health Ministry Chaplain are regularly
channelled. Thankyou to the volunteers who raised $630. Well done!
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FUNNIES
Peter Ustinov tells how, as a small boy, he was terrified when his mother one Christmas told him she was going to take him to Harrod’s. When
they got near the door of the famous London department store, he turned
and ran. Recalling what King Herod had done to little boys, there was
no way he was going anywhere near Herod’s.
For many years David Reid was minister of Helensburgh Old. At the induction of his friend
and colleague Fred Booth to a neighbouring church, David was invited to speak. That night he
warned the congregation against expecting Fred to usher in the Kingdom single-handed.
“After all,” he said with a twinkle in his eye, “whoever heard of a Messiah named Fred?”
Fred said later that had he known at the time that the root meaning of Frederick was ‘one who
rules in peace’, he would have pointed out in his reply, that it would not really have been so
incongruous for the Messiah to be called Fred.

Dr Wright, from Lochgelly in Fife, tells how one Christmas their minister asked
the children if they could tell him what would have been different if Jesus had not
been born that first Christmas. He was sure they would say they would not get
any Christmas presents. But instead a ten year old said, “Sir, you would not have
a job.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer coined the phrase, ‘the Church for fun’. I wish it had caught on,
like his arresting description of Jesus as ‘the man for others’. The church’s image
needs such a facelift. To be on the side of kindly fun and laughter is an important aspect of the Christian way of life. I believe we mis- represent Jesus when we refuse to
share, care and forgive; but we also mis- represent him when we don’t smile and
laugh, when we make our religion a thing of doom and gloom, or when we take ourselves too seriously. The Bible tells us that in heaven there will be no more tears.
Thank goodness if does not say that about spontaneous and kindly laughter.
Very Rev. Dr. James A. Simpson
During an election, Harold MacMillan was approached by a lady who said, ”I would
not vote for you if you were St. Peter himself.”
“If I were St. Peter,” came super Mac’s reply, “I doubt if you would be in my constituency.”
A train conductor announced over the intercom that he had some bad news and
good news. The bad news – the engine is about to run out of fuel. The good – we are
on a train and not in an aeroplane.
If only our P+F C could find a painter with with this capability? The quote for painting stated so much for all the eternal paintwork as itemised below.
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LIBRARY
I am delighted to announce that we have acquired new books for our collec on and
hear ly recommend that you borrow and read as many as you can! As always, I welcome
sugges ons and recommenda ons for new purchases.
The Consola ons of Philosophy by Alain de Bo on, published 2000.
Alain de Bo on is a philosopher himself, and this book takes the discipline of logic and the mind back to its roots.
He addresses six of the most common reasons for unhappiness today- Unpopularity, Not Having Enough Money,
Frustra on, Inadequacy, A Broken Heart, Diﬃcul es- and draws inspira on from some of history’s greatest thinkers, providing inspira on and, as the tle suggests, consola ons. I was surprised to not see “Ill Health” in the contents list; I found, however, that it was covered within the volume. This book, although not speciﬁcally Chris an
oriented, certainly made me think about how I approached certain aspects of my life, and oﬀered ways to change
the pa erns of my thoughts.
My Door Is Always Open: A Conversa on on Faith, Hope and the Church in a Time of Change by Pope Francis,
with Antonio Spadaro, published 2014
The Pope is one of the most intriguing ﬁgures in today’s world. A man of great intellect, he has been noted for his
compassion and determina on. This book is a compila on of interviews between Pope Francis and Antonio Spadaro, a Jesuit priest from Italy, who interviewed the Pope in the northern summer of 2013. The wide-ranging interviews cover his background, faith, his vision for the Roman Catholic Church and many other issues facing religion
around the world. I strongly recommend this one; another book to make you think.
From Li'le Things, Big Things Grow: the story of an East Timorese Primary School
wri en by Katrina Powell with illustra ons by Edmund Rice Primary School, Deleco, published 2011
East Timor is s ll facing challenges as it moves forward. One of these is access to educa on, as many children are
in remote villages with no school or teachers. This is the story of how a new school was built in one such village
and grew, taking inspira on from the Paul Kelly song “From Li le Things, Big Things Grow”. Wri en in both English
and Tetun, it is a lovely story dedicated to one of the Chris an Brothers who was instrumental in the school’s founda on. I bought it because it made me very happy to read- and some mes, it’s nice and necessary to have a reminder that good things can happen and have wonderful results.
The Easter Story by Antonia Jackson & Giuiano Ferri, published 2012
This retelling of Easter is aimed at children; speciﬁcally, ages 7-11. I think it is perfect; the text is simple but leaves
nothing out, star ng from the entrance into Jerusalem and ending with Jesus and his disciples ea ng together on
the shores of Lake Galilee. The illustra ons are vivid and haun ng and very beau ful.
The Second Cadfael Omnibus by Ellis Peters, this edi on republished 1993
I have already wri en about the ﬁrst Cadfael omnibus, so I’ll just retread some of my thoughts. Cadfael is one of
my favourite detec ves; a Benedic ne monk sixty odd years old, set during the civil war in the 1100s between King
Stephen and Empress Ma lda (referred to in-text as Empress Maud, so as not to confuse anybody with King Stephen’s wife Queen Ma lda). Cadfael, as well as being sharply intelligent, is also a kind and deeply compassionate
ﬁgure, ﬁrmly commi ed to his Church and to protec ng the helpless. This omnibus contains the works St Peter’s
Fair, The Leper of St Giles and The Virgin in the Ice. I hear ly recommend this.

Kirsten Boxall.

Librarian
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TRAVELLER’S TALE
YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
Don and Jeannette Bain travel north for about 8 weeks each year in their Caravan, accompanied by their
dog, Lucy, the Labradoodle.
In September they camped for a week at Port Stephens, NSW, and one sunny day they attended a Celtic
Festival (Clans of the Coast), along with Lucy.
During the morning, officials came around requesting people to enter their companion into a dog competition to be held after lunch.
Don was excited and found a stall that sold the Scottish "Jimmy hats" (which is a Tamoshanter, It has red
hair sticking out the back) and purchased two of these, one for Lucy, poking the red hair out under her
collar, and one for himself.
Don duly entered Lucy into a competition that had a number of categories; he selected the one for "Best
dressed Celtic owner and dog."
The local press was there. It was like the paparazzi with cameras flashing and loud cheers from the crowd
when Don and Lucy paraded in front of the very distinguish judges.
The judges knew exactly what they were doing as they gave Don and Lucy first prize!!! A
medal was placed around Lucy's neck and Don
's chest swelled with pride.
In the morning after the competition, Don woke
up and said to Jeannette, "Now I know what it
feels like to be a gold medal winner". Jeannette
then realized that her husband had probably
"lost his marbles"!!
PS. The truth is, there was only one entrant in
the "Best Dressed Celtic owner and Dog” category!!!!

Proud Lucy with her gold medal,
and behind the sunglasses, her very
proud owner, Don Bain. .
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BRENDAN’S BOOKSHELF – A SERIES
The Alienist by Caleb Carr. Warner Books, 1995. The year is 1896. Future US President Theodore Roosevelt is Police Commissioner of New York,
the chief law officer of a city notorious for the corruption of its
public officials. Which is why Roosevelt has no confidence in
the ability of the NYPD to investigate a series of horrific murders
which threaten to expose the seedy underbelly of “respectable”
society. Desperate, Roosevelt turns to Dr Laszlo Kreizler, a
practitioner in the infant science of psychology and charges him
with solving the crimes before the press get wind of them and
cause a politically devastating scandal. In this beautifully written and complex thriller, Victorian New York becomes a metaphor for human evil, as Laszlo and his unlikely companions
wander the catacombs of the city in search of a mind as twisted
as the social conditions which gave it birth. A perfect blend of
historical and crime writing.
I Am Spock by Leonard Nimoy. Century Books, 1995. Actor
Leonard Nimoy is, of course, famous for his portrayal of Mr
Spock, the logical and impassive Vulcan science officer from the
cult TV series, Star Trek. And yet Star Trek formed only a brief
episode in what has been a celebrated career as a stage actor and
motion picture director. From Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof to
Theo van Gogh in Vincent, Nimoy has graced stage and screen
alike as a versatile character actor, as well carving out a career as
a director, poet, and writer. And yet the character Spock has become so synonymous with Nimoy that he himself admits that, to
some extent, his own personality as a human being has been colonised by this larger-than-life alien entity. Moving, gracious, and
intelligently observant, this is no “tell all” celebrity tattle piece,
but an insightful study of the relationship between an actor and
their art.
God’s Battalions: The Case for the Crusades by Rodney Stark.
Harper One, 2009. Were the Crusades a case of barbarians from
the howling wilderness of medieval Europe bursting upon the elevated world of the civilised Islamic East? Or is this a piece of ahistorical propaganda peddled by Muslims and complied with by a
guilt-stricken West? Sociologist cum historian Rodney Stark certainly believes it’s the latter, and sets about forthrightly to prove
that Islam “provoked” the Crusades, that the idea of a culturally
and scientifically advanced medieval Islamic civilisation is a myth,
and that the Crusades were not undertaken for reasons of loot,
power, or politics. Unfortunately, Stark is so strident in this quest
that he comes across as peevish and partisan, and any value in
his argument for a re-examination of the Crusades is lost in the suspicion that this is
a book only conspiracy theorists and historical revisionists will find of interest.
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LECTIONARY
ADVENT
As season of prepara on, beginning on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, in which the church recalls
its hope and expecta on in the coming of Christ, past, present and future.
Date
Day
First reading
Psalm
Second Reading
Gospel
Colour
Nov 30 2014 Advent 1 Is 64: 1-9
Ps 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Cor 1:3-9
Mk 13: 24-37 P
Dec 7 2014 Advent 2 Is 40: 1-11
Ps 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Pt 3:8-15a
Mk 1:1-8
P
Dec 14 2014 Advent 3 Is 61:1-4, 8-11 Ps 126 or
1 Thes 5:16-24
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 P
Lk 1:46a-55
Dec 21 2014 Advent 4 2 Sm 7: 1-11, 16 Lk 1: 47-55, or
Rom 16: 25-27
Lk 1:26-38
P
Ps 89: 1-4, 19-26
CHRISTMAS
The Christmas-Epiphany season includes Christmas Eve/Day and the twelve days of Christmas. It recalls
the stories of the birth and infancy of Christ. The church in this me celebrates the wonder of the incarna on; the season concludes with the Epiphany.
Date
Day
First reading
Psalm
Second Reading
Gospel
Colour
Dec 25 2014 Christmas Day 1 Is 9:2-7
Ps 96
Ti 2: 1-14
Lk 2:1-4, (15-20) W
Christmas Day 2 Is 62: 6-12
Ps 97
Ti 3: 4-7
Lk 2:(1-7), 8-20 W
Christmas Day 3 Is 52: 7-10
Ps 98
Heb 1: 1-4, (5-12) Jn 1: 1-14
W
Dec 28 2014 Christmas 1
Is 61: 10-62:3 Ps 148
Gal 4: 4-7
Lk 2: 22-40
W
Jan 1 2015 Naming of Jesus Num 6:22-27
Ps 6
Phil 2: 5-11
Lk 2: 15-21
W
Jan 4 2015 Christmas 2
Jer 31: 7-14
Ps 147: 12-20 Eph 3: 1-14
Jn 1: (1-9), 10-18 W
Jan 6 2015 Epiphany
Is 60: 1-6
Ps 72: 1-7, 10-14 “
Mt 2: 1-12
W
AFTER EPIPHANY
A period in which the church reﬂects on the manifesta on of Christ to all people. The Bap sm of the
Lord is the ﬁrst Sunday of this period. On the last Sunday, we hear the readings of the Transﬁgura on of
the Lord. The length of the period varies depending on the date of Easter.
Date
Day
First reading
Psalm
Second Reading
Gospel
Colour
Jan 11 2015 Bap sm of Jesus Gn 1: 1-5
Ps 29
Acts 19: 1-7
MK 1: 1-4
W
Jan 18 2015 Epiphany 2
1 Sam 3: 1-10
Ps 139: 1-6, 13-18 1 Cor 6: 12-20 Jn 1: 43-51
G
Jan 25 2015 Epiphany 3
Jon 3: 1-5, 10
Ps 62: 5-12
1 Cor 7: 29-31
Mk 1: 14-20
G
Feb 1 2015 Epiphany 4
Dt 18: 15-20
Ps 111
1Cor 8: 1-13
Mk 1: 21-28
G

CHRISTMAS CARD SHOP
Card sales at the Christmas Card Shop behind Centre 81 are going well.
Cards may be purchased until Thursday, December 18th.
Remember, there are also delicious shortbreads (including gluten free) and Fair
Trade Christmas tree decorations which would make excellent last minute
Christmas gifts.
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