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Welcome to April’s Cluster News.  
What a rich offering we have enjoyed this 
month with our Lenten focus assisted by 
carefully chosen movies which inspired 
sharing of light meals and discussions 
around the theme of “hospitality”- - -
welcoming and sharing in response to 
God’s welcoming of us all. 
 Our Easter Services were thoughtfully 
presented by our Cluster ministers. The 
choir on Good Friday and, for BNNUC on 
Easter Day, Sashini at the organ and her 
mother Namalini on violin were special 
treats. 
As we farewell Rev. Pete Rivett, Maryann, 
Mason and Michaela, we wish them a 
wonderful experience at Lorne. May they 
be abundantly blessed as they have been 
to us and will surely be a blessing there. 
We will miss them. 
If you have any news you would like to 
share in these columns or any coming 
events to advertise, please contact the 
Editors by the middle of the month. 
Anne and Elaine 
 ************************** 

ANOTHER ASPECT OF HOSPITALITY 
While discussing Hospitality during the 
Lenten Films recently, I realised how lucky I 
was to receive and give hospitality to many 
people from overseas and other parts of 
Australia over the last 20 years.  
When my husband died over 25 years ago, 
I knew I had to find ways of making a  

 
different life. A friend suggested I join the 
Melbourne Club of Friendship Force 
International [FFI] which has over 350 clubs 
all over the world. FFI was started over 40 
years ago in USA. Jimmy Carter and his 
wife were early supporters. The basic idea 
was that if you lived with a family for a 
week in their home, you had a wonderful 
opportunity to learn about their family, 
their culture, their ordinary way of life and 
discover that we all had so much in 
common. It was hoped that this would be a 
good thing for peace.  
When a club visited Melbourne, the visitors 
were hosted by our members but also had 
lots of interesting activities during the 
week as a group. It was always great to be 
in other countries, hosted by the people I 
had hosted. 
 For instance, I hosted Sylvia and Gerda 
from Chemnitz in the old East Germany 
after the wall had come down. They loved 
everything we showed them in Melbourne. 
They told me of their life during the war; 
how families took in others when the 
bombs fell on the city. During the 
Communist reign, there were 5 Methodist 
churches – each with about 500 members 
which surprised me. Several years later, I 
was hosted by Sylvia in her 1 bedroom 
apartment next to Gerda’s in the same 
building. Sylvia had a bad back but insisted 
on giving me her bed while she slept on the 
couch. I heard their stories about rushing 
to the West once the wall came down, to 
visit relatives and buy fresh fruit. 
Christa was from Hamburg. I heard the 
story of her mother and 3 sisters pulling a 
cart with their belongings across Germany 
when the Russians were approaching their 
farm. Eventually they were taken in by a 
village. When I was hosted by Christa, we  



 
had a spare day. She took some of us to 
the same village celebrating 350 years. 
What a different life to mine! 
Several hosts in Japan showed me how it 
was possible to live in a small house with a 
tiny kitchen. The husband of one host [ he 
had little English] asked me what 
Australians thought of the Japanese. 
After I suggested that it was hard after the 
war, but eventually we realised the 
Japanese people were just like us wanting 
peaceful relations. Later that night he 
showed me his ancestral swords in their 
long velvet bags which I took as a great 
honour. 
In a Belgian village they make zucchini slice 
after I taught my host a way to use the 
huge zucchinis he grew in his garden.        
My hosts in Cyprus had to walk out of their 
house, leaving everything behind when the 
Turkish arrived from the north.  
My Romanian hosts were dentists - only 
allowed to have a private practice 
when the Government changed. 
Recently I have been in touch with a family 
from Ukraine I hosted 11 years ago. They 
saved for 2 years to come to Australia. 
Tanya has fled to Germany leaving her 
husband behind to fight. Their son, now 31 
lives in St Petersburg: just showing how 
entwined the Ukrainians and the Russian 
families are. You can see that over 25 years 
I enjoyed the hospitality in many different 
places too numerous to mention here. 
It was such a pleasure to also host in 
Melbourne. We showed off our beautiful 
city and surrounds, but also made time to 
talk over meals and visit family. 
Hospitality comes in many different forms 
but the word that comes to my mind is 
KINDNESS. 
Heather Francis 

              
 PALM SUNDAY WALK 

FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE FOR 
REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS. 

      Marches were held in many cities 
around Australia on Palm Sunday. Some of 
us joined the large crowd gathering on the 
sloping lawns in front of the State Library 
on a beautiful afternoon. All ages were 
represented, from babes in prams to 
“Grandmothers for Refugees “.  Many 
carried banners and signs expressing their 
opinions and desires. A small girl in her 
father’s arms proudly held her banner 
which read “I can share my toys”.                                                                   
This year's Palm Sunday Walk focussed on 
ending mandatory detention, providing 
permanent protection for those seeking 
asylum and an increased intake of refugees 
from Afghanistan. 

 

With Australians preparing to vote in the 
federal election, guest speakers urged the 
large crowd to raise their voices and call both 
major political parties to account for 
promises made and broken in their treatment 
of refugees and asylum seekers.                                   
Reverend Tim Costello AO said “The 
language of promise is the language of ethics. 
We teach our kids to keep promises. But 
there's an ethical override. The promise to 
the Australian people that no one will set foot 
in Australia if they come by boat – that 
imposes exaggerated cruelty and if you break  



 

that promise the ethical applause would be 
resounding. Going into this election, the 
Morrison Government is still promising us 
that they will keep open the Pacific offshore 
detention. We say they must break that 
promise in the name of ethics. And we 
demand that Labor makes a promise to close 
those offshore detention centres, in the 
name of ethics and the Australian people’.                                                             
Adel Salman from the Islamic Council of 
Victoria called on all Australians to make the 
issue front and centre during this year’s 
election. ‘There is nothing illegal about 
coming to Australia by boat,’ he said. ‘That is 
a lie and it is immoral to use this language but 
straight away these people are categorised as 
illegal. Being held in a detention centre 
connotes that they're somehow guilty 
because they are being detained. It is 
shameful language and shameful 
characterisation. Australia, one of the 
wealthiest countries, ranks 85th per capita in 
our intake of refugees. That is mind-
bogglingly shameful, and we should not allow 
any government to do this in our name.’                                                                                                                 
Sr Brigid Arthur CSB, co-founder of the 
Brigadine Asylum Seekers Project, invited the 
crowd to imagine a different kind of Australia 
with a series of  “what ifs?”                                                                      
* What if Australia declared an amnesty or 
an act of grace for all those trapped in the 
community or for all those who don't have 
visas that can give them any security? 
* What if we could start again with a clean 
slate? What if an Australian government had 
the moral compass to outlaw any 
immigration detention in the future, close all 
of them and pass a law never to reopen 
them? 
* What if all those asking for asylum in  

 

Australia were given access to housing and 
income support, with work rights for all who 
can work, and proper medical care for those 
who can't? 
* What if Australia never again puts itself in 
the humiliating position of asking New 
Zealand or the USA or Canada to take asylum 
seekers on our behalf 
*       What if Australia became recognised as 
a country of compassion and decency?  

                                                                                                                                                                 
From the State Library, the crowd walked 
along Swanston Street to the Park Hotel in 
Carlton where, just recently, nine men 
seeking asylum in Australia were released 
after almost a decade in detention.                                                               
Many more people still remain in detention 
centres in PNG and Nauru, many for years. A 
young man, released on a Temporary 
Bridging Visa, spoke of the impossibility of 
planning a future or of contributing 
meaningfully to our society.                                                                       
To be with hundreds of concerned, caring 
people was an inspiration and privilege.            
Bev and Elaine. 

 

 

 



 

Whitehorse Cluster Preaching Plan: May to June 

                                                BNNUC       Forest Hill   Mountview           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     
Ministry Team                                                                                                                                                               
Rev Peter Cannon 
Rev Tina Lyndon Ng 
Ministers On Call contact 0403 225 257  

Regional Council Members                                                                                                                
Blackburn North/Nunawading UC                                                                                                 
Elaine Hewson 0425 709 089                                           
Anne Smith 9899 1932                                                        
George Manuofetoa 0404 884 140                               
Forest Hill UC                                                           
Daryl Hawkey 0419 607 085                                                
Julie Hawkey 0488 460 875.                                             
Joy Williams 0402 491 013                                         
Mountview UC                                                                      
Rob Jackson. 0413 599 047                                              
Lynne Rosenthal. 0415 286 855                                     
David Rowe 0411 268 680  

This	Preaching	Plan	is	subject	to	change.	Presbytery	has	
indicated	that	finding	a	new	supply	person	is	extremely	
unlikely,	so	further	changes	are	possible.	Ministry	Student	
with	our	Cluster,	Daniel	Farnsworth	may	assist	in	leading	
worship	as	his	evolving	learning	plan	allows. 

With Together Services, the Ministers may choose rostered 
people from any of the three churches for reading and 
prayers. If rostered people do not hear from a minister (or 
from the Ministers’ Assistant at BNN) for a Together service, 
you may be required next time you’re rostered for a 
Together service!	
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 Peter  Pete R Tina 

 

            8 May  
Tina  Peter C  

 

 TBA  

 

          15 May (C)  
Tina  Peter C  TBA 
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Tina  

 

Peter C  

 

TBA 

            29 May  

 
Tina  

 

Peter C  

 

 

TBA 

 
  5 June Pentecost  

Combined (c) 10am  
Together Closed  Closed  

 

12 June 

 

 

TBA 
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19 June (c) 

 

TBA  Tina  Peter C  

 

           26 June 
TBA Tina  Peter C  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

• 	

churches has a representative leading worship 
at the service. If rostered people do not hear 
from a minister (or from the Ministers’ 
Assistant at BNN) for a Together service, you 
may be required next time you’re rostered for 
a Together service 	

 


