Mountview Uniting Church, Mitcham
A congregation of the Whitehorse Uniting Cluster

Nurturing our people in the Christian faith
and reaching out to the local community in the power of the Holy Spirit

Sunday 6 February, 2022
Epiphany 5C

Combined Communion Service @ Blackburn North/Nunawading 10am
Epiphany: An ‘Epiphany’ is a revealing, appearing or manifesting of something or someone,
and in this season the Church reflects on the manifestation of Christ to all people. The length
of this period varies depending on the date of Easter.

Notices
Communion this Sunday
This Sunday’s combined service at Blackburn North – Nunawading Uniting Church will include
Communion. We plan on having Communion at future combined services at the start of each
month as well as in each local congregation on the 3rd Sunday of each month.
There has been some discussion about the pros and cons of the “fellowship cups” we have
been using as a result of COVID. Some people are happy to use them (though not their
preferred option) but others just do not like them at all.
While the “fellowship cups” will still be offered and provided for those who would like to use
them, you are welcome to instead “byo”. This means you would bring some bread and
juice/wine in your own container/s for your own use. The blessing will include what you bring.
Remember though, you will not be able to share what you bring with others who are not part
of your household.
Rev Peter
Whitehorse Cluster Survey
Hopefully everyone will have received the email, sent on 31st January, providing a link to the
survey for you to complete. Your input is important and we hope that many of you will have
completed it already. Surveys need to be submitted by 14th February, please. They can be
completed anonymously if you wish. If you have not received it, or require a paper copy, or
you’re unsure of anything, please let me know. There’s a solution to everything and we’ll find
it!
Lynne Rosenthal
Tech Learn and Share
The Tech Learn and Share we began last year has opened the door for us to help each other
learn and sort through the myriad of technology issues and questions we all have. We will
offer it again this year. Anyone is welcome to attend as we are seeking to accommodate a
range of topics, interest and ability levels.

Our first session for this year will be Tuesday week, 15 February starting at 7:30pm. We aim
to keep the session to under 1½hrs. Venue will be notified in next week’s newsletters.
For further information, contact Rev Peter.
Minister’s Titbit
There are many traditions and rituals that have a practical origin. I’ve known about the origins
of the little glass cups we use for the Lord’s Supper for many years. Many churches
introduced them during the Spanish Flu Epidemic during 1918, due to concerns about
spreading germs. The tradition of using a loaf of bread, which is broken and a chalice for
wine or grape juice continued in the protestant and Catholic Churches.
Congregations, depending on their size or tradition may choose to come forward and receive
bread or a host from one person and wine or grape juice from another and either gather in a
semi-circle at the front of the church or line up in a queue. Some may share the common cup
or dip the bread or host in the wine. Other congregations may kneel around a communion rail
and receive communion or receive communion in the pews. Our cluster of churches choose
to receive in the pews with little cups in trays and bread on plates and have the bread
together, then the grape juice together. Some churches bring in the bread and wine with the
offerings and this is known as an offering procession. There are so many ways of receiving
Communion.
Once again, we face a pandemic and have needed to care for one another by having
communion at home during the lockdowns and receiving communion at church where we use
fellowship cups as a temporary measure, to avoid spreading Covid. Catholic churches offer
hosts and have not shared the common cup since the pandemic began. It is not something
people are comfortable with, but it is necessary.
The Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion is a time when we feel part of the body of Christ and
close to God. We receive our spiritual food. We are asked to “lift up our hearts” at the
beginning of the Thanksgiving Prayer.
What happens for us in our hearts is what communion is about and nothing can change the
fact we receive communion and are fed spiritually. The ministry team and all those who
assist them have done their best to preside and offer communion reverently. We have
received the bread reverently together as the body of Christ and then the grape juice
reverently as the body of Christ. We have all done our best to please the Lord.
This time will pass. Let us not be worried and anxious about using fellowship cups. The Lord
loves us and knows what’s in our hearts and that we desire to receive reverently and be close
to God. The ministry team and those assisting with communion will do their best to respond
to any concerns. Let us lift up our hearts to the Lord and give thanks.
Rev Tina
Donation of Goods for Tonga
The Mission Liaison Group (MLG) of the Uniting Churches in Mount Waverly has a container
booked to go to Tonga on Monday 28th February. MLG lists the following items (in good
condition!) as being of most value to those suffering dislocation:
•

Household linen and bedding;

•

Kitchenware, including crockery;

•

Cutlery;

•

Pots and pans;

•

Small furniture;

•

Non-perishable food. Please ensure use by date is June 2022 or later

Donations of non-perishable food are particularly important because the ash and salt water
have seriously damaged the soil and it may take many seasons for crops to grow well again.

To donate items, please contact: Cathryn Peppiatt in the Forest Hill Uniting Church Office on
9877 3562 or office.foresthilluniting@gmail.com to arrange drop off of goods.
The containers will be packed on the 12th or 19th February, therefore all items must be with
Cathryn on or before Thursday 10th February.
Whitehorse Cluster services during February/March
I thought it might be helpful to provide the Preaching Plan for our three cluster churches.
You will notice that the combined service, on the first Sunday of each month, is followed by
three Sundays with the same minister leading the worship. Of course the plan below may be
changed for any unexpected circumstances.

Official Opening of Forest Hill Op Shop
We know the Forest Hill Op Shop is already operating after its refurbishment but the official
opening will take place on Tuesday 22nd February at 2.00 p.m. The Moderator, Rev Denise
Liersch will officiate. Refreshments will be served and the Op Shop will be open for
inspection. Everyone is most welcome to join in this celebration. RSVP to Cathryn Peppiatt:

• office.foresthilluniting@gmail.com
• 9877 3562.
New Year Quiet Retreat Day at Forest Hill UC
10.30am to 3pm on Wednesday 16th February
Please let Corry know by day's close on February 13th, if you plan to attend. It is open to all,
but registration helps the catering and saves waste.
Maybe you’ve never been to a group Quiet Day with times of silence? Maybe you’re not sure
how you would fill silent spaces, or if you might feel under pressure to participate at some
points?
The day and what you get out of it is very much up to you, but… it is simply a day to relax and
refresh; inside and out. Men and women are welcome.
•

The day starts with Morning tea, and tea and coffee will be available for you to help
yourself all day.

•

The Theme for the day is presented verbally and visually, and the various ways you
may choose to spend your silence are outlined.

•

In times of silence (there are two - am & pm of about 1 1/4 hours each) you find your
own space to sit, walk, etc and use whatever of the provided resources you wish. Bring
your own Journal if you wish.

•

Resources include:
o A range of specific material to focus your thoughts and stimulate exploration of
your life ‘On the Road’ as it relates to your own inner wellbeing
o A selection of books to browse
o Simple art materials, pencils and paper for writing or drawing
o Visual presentations.

•

Lunchtime (you bring your own ‘whatever’) is not silent, and is a friendly time to
enjoy together.

•

To conclude the day we share Communion together and gather the meaningful
outcomes of the day by symbolic gesture or brief comment by any who choose to
share a highlight.

Maintenance at Mountview
With the ageing of our property committee members and/or our congregation members there
are some jobs around Mountview that we can no longer attend to and therefore the property
committee is seeking the assistance of a trusted and competent handy man who can do
maintenance around the property for us. If anybody knows of someone suitable please
contact Eddie Short on 0447 312 996 or Don Bain. Your assistance would be appreciated.

Worship Roster
This Sunday 6 February: Combined Communion Service at Blackburn North/Nunawading
Next Sunday 13 February: Rev Pete Rivett
Jenny Balshaw (VF) Jill Kidd (F) David Rowe (Lead Steward)

Lectionary Readings
This Sunday 6 February: Jenny Balshaw
Isaiah 6: 1-8, (9-13) Psalm 138 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
Next Sunday 13 February: Tim Joyce
Jeremiah 17: 5-10 Psalm 1 1 Corinthians 15: 12-20

Luke 5: 1-11
Luke 6: 17-26

Prayer Cycles
Rostered members for 'Prayers of The People' – please email your prayer (for your upcoming
Sunday) to multi-media@mountview.unitingchurch.org.au before 6pm Thursday
This Sunday 6 February:
Tim Joyce
World: Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western Sahara, Tunisia
Ecumenical: St Thomas’ Catholic, Blackburn
UCA: Whittlesea; Uniting’s Bridgewater Centre, Rowville
Next Sunday 13 February:
Rhonda Goodall
World: Andorra, Italy, Malta, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Vatican City
Ecumenical: New Hope Baptist Church, Blackburn North
UCA: Yarra Junction; Uniting AgeWell’s Carnsworth Community

Lawn Mowing
February: Dennis Cooper and Don Bain

Whitehorse Cluster Ministry Team Contact Details:
Rev Peter Cannon
0434 310 862
Email: revpeterc@gmail.com

Sunday – Thursday

Rev Tina Lyndon Ng
0423 715 590
Email: tinaalyndon@gmail.com

Sunday, Tuesday – Thursday (flexible days)

Rev Peter Rivett
0411 511 858
Email: p.rivett@outlook.com

Sunday – Thursday (partial days)

Ministers on call

Fridays and Saturdays

0403 225 257

Mountview Contacts
On-Call Minister:
Centre 81 Outreach Ministry: Jill
Multi-media: Rob
Property Bookings: Eddie
Weekly Notice Sheet: Margaret
Other Contact Details:

Mountview’s Website:

M: 0403 225 257
Call & Collect. Ph: 9873 1726
multi-media@mountview.unitingchurch.org.au
M: 0447 312 996 or
bookings@mountview.unitingchurch.org.au
Contributions by 6pm Thursday please:
notices@mountview.unitingchurch.org.au
As listed on our ‘Contact Us’ website page:
https://www.mountviewuca.org/contact-us--mountview.html

https://www.mountviewuca.org

Mountview’s Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MountviewUCA/
Mountview’s YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC95I3LWuFptWld392FOIEIg

Cluster Resources:

https://www.mountviewuca.org/cluster-worship-resources.html

Cluster YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeSl8WfNEMOZiIynnjxW9wg

-MUCA

-WUCA

