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Cluster News 
October 2022 

 
 

Welcome to the October Cluster News 
keeping us connected and informed of the 
exciting progress being made in the long 
process of forming our Cluster. And it is 
exciting news that at the Congregational 

Meetings on Sunday 23rd October, the 
Congregations of Blackburn 

North/Nunawading, Forest Hill and 
Mountview voted to affirm the Proposal 

to join together to form  
Whitehorse Uniting Church, commencing 

on January 1st. This Proposal will be 
presented to Presbytery at their November 
meeting. Our next step will be to elect our 

new Church Council for the Whitehorse 
Uniting Church. As this initial council will 
have three representatives from each of 

the former congregations, now is our time 
to consider, discern and nominate 

members to lead us forward.                                                                        
We gratefully acknowledge the 

contributions that have underpinned our 
progress to this stage. 
_________________ 

October will go out with a bang with our 
special Worship service on Sunday 30th at 

11.30am 
CHURCH IN THE PUBLIC SPACE. “Walking 

together towards reconciliation.” 
We will meet near the BBQs under the 
trees in Halliday Park, Mitcham Road, 

Mitcham. 

We look forward to exploring with Eva Orr, 
Reconciliation Action Plan worker with 

Uniting, building bridges and reconciliation 
with our First Nations Peoples. 

It will be an ideal service to invite friends, 
neighbours and family members to. 

A short Prayer Service will be held at each 
Church at 9.30am. 

See further details in the Weekly News Sheets. 
********************** 

November 26th 2022 
A Date to Remember!! 

 
Yes, it’s our State Election Day! And it’s also the 
day to buy a bargain at Centre 81’s Plant and 
Book Stalls at Mountview UC, Mitcham, a local 
Polling Booth. All proceeds will assist those in 
need in our community. If you could offer an hour 
or so to help on the stalls, please phone Jill on 0412 
110 388. 
 

 
 

At Together @10 on November 1st, all loose 
offerings and any donations you might like to make 
in marked envelopes will be given to Centre 81 for 

use in community outreach. 
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From the ministers: 
                                                                                                 
The God who is there. Where are we? 
Folklore tells the story that many migrants who 
came to Australia in the post-war period settled 
while trying to preserve their culture and way of 
life as best they could. Many were taken aback to 
discover when visiting their homeland that 
everything had changed. Things were no longer as 
they remembered. They were trying to preserve a 
culture and way of life that no longer existed.   
                  
Some years ago I conducted a Christmas Day 
service with a number of creative elements. I 
received a complaint from one person who felt 
that I was not offering what was expected by those 
who visited on Christmas Day. It was suggested 
that church needed to offer the tradition in its 
fullness. Visitors expect that. 
 
This raises real problems for me, a tension. I am 
aware many in the community who used to go to 
church and no longer attend have a view of what 
church is like. Some expect to be given this when 
they have contact either through funerals, 
weddings, community services or other “high” 
services (e.g. Christmas and Easter). Yet they 
would not darken the door of a church service at 
any other time. They want it to remain as they 
knew it, particularly if they have fond childhood 
memories.        
                                                                                      
Do we maintain the old in the hope that those who 
have left will return and feel at home? 
 
The reality though is most people do not have such 
warm memories. Many who no longer attend do 
so because of less than positive memories. Some 
are of boredom, others are of hypocritical 
leadership, others are of conflict and still others 
are of rejection, abuse and judgement. Many have 
lost a sense of the connectedness of faith and life. 
Still others look for meaning in ways the church 
does not offer. Still others consider the church 
irrelevant to modern living. 
 
Do we then keep on with the old in hope that 
something will change? How can we when we 
recognise that the old is no longer working? Do we 

instead engage new ways when we are not sure of 
them or uncomfortable with them? The 
circumstances discussed above raise even more 
questions. 
 
The answers are not straightforward as many of us 
who remain in the church do so because we like 
the old ways and they suit us. This begs the 
question, “Have we allowed our churches to 
contract to what is comfortable for us?” 
 
We are now at a point in our congregations’ 
stories where we have chosen a new path. We 
have affirmed that the old, though loved, is no 
longer sustainable. We have decided to seek a new 
way forward together. 
 
Maybe what is needed is to reengage in new ways. 
Things are different and we need to adjust. Even 
better to be on the leading edge of the wave (to 
use a surfing euphemism) rather than trying to 
catch up. We get the question and issues wrong 
when we think church renewal is about getting 
those who have left the church back in the door. It 
is about engagement where people are. 
 
This means we need to think differently. We need 
to listen and hear what people around us are 
saying. We need to hear what concerns people 
and what matters to them. This builds 
understanding so we can engage with warmth and 
love. 
At the heart of the Good News of Jesus is that God 
meets us where we are. The message of the angels 
in the Gospels is one where Jesus is known as 
“Emmanuel” – God with us. If God comes to us at 
our point of need, does that not also mean God 
seeks to be there with others at their point of 
need, even when the church isn’t? 
 
This is not an easy road for it means we must 
always be listening; listening and noticing what is 
happening to and with others; listening and 
noticing where God is moving. Through the 
listening and noticing we then hear the call of God 
into the spaces of need. This is an invitation to join 
God on the journey with those whom God loves. 
And who is it that God loves? Are we coming? 

**************** 
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Destination-Broken Hill. 

 
 

This intrepid group set off from Forest Hill 
on the 11th of October headed for Broken 
Hill. Art works and Australian history 
featured, with visits to some seven silos on 
the Silo Art Trail, the amazing Panorama 
and Pro Hart’s work at Broken Hill galleries, 
and the rock sculptures completed by 
international artists on a hill a short 
distance out of the city. Bus driver/ tour 
leader, Chris, kept us up with Burke and 
Wills’ ill-fated expedition at points along 
the way. His historical knowledge and 
memory were amazing. 
Sadly, the last three days were impacted by 
the increased road closures because of 
flooding, necessitating long detours and 
dashing our hopes of returning via Mungo 
National Park and Echuca. It was good to 
arrive home, safe and sound, on October 
18th.                                      Corry Skilbeck 

 
*************** 

Whitehorse Churches Care. 
Our three churches have been members of 
Whitehorse Churches Care since it came together 
to run Winter Shelter. Each are represented still 
through the involvement of people in our (now) 
Cluster Mission and Justice Group. It is our 
opportunity to reach out to people in our local 
community who may never enter a church door. 
We act in love, in partnership with nearly 30 
Christian Churches in Whitehorse. Kerryn Pell, our 
CEO, leads WCC with a team of volunteers from 
across these faith communities.  Kerryn reports....  

Whitehorse Churches Care update  
There has been a lot happening over the last few 
months and a lot planned over the next few, so I 
thought I'd take the opportunity to update you! 

Forest Hill Community Space: If you haven't had 
the opportunity to pop into Forest Hill Chase to 
see the Community Space - please do - we'd love 
to see you! Check out our 
website:   https://www.foresthillcommunityspace.
com/). If you have an hour or two that you could 
spare each week or fortnight, we'd really 
appreciate you being part of the team - you can 
sign up to be a volunteer here or just join a group 
that interests you and take the opportunity to 
build relationships and community! Key volunteer 
roles in the space are:                                                   
* Host - welcoming people to the space, 
rearranging the space to suit each group that 
comes in, responding to any queries.     
*Community building/pastoral presence - be a 
regular attendee at one of the groups, building 
relationships and community                                      
* Facilitator - have you got a skill/knowledge to 
share? Help facilitate a group in the space. 
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A Whitehorse Churches Care initiative called 
'Love Whitehorse' is aiming to set up regular 
community meals at venues close to social 
housing areas in Whitehorse, in collaboration 
with those communities. The long-term aim is 
to go beyond merely providing food, and to 
invest relationally in these communities with a 
vision to see people being discipled towards 
faith and empowered to contribute positively to 
building their communities The long-term aim is 
to go beyond merely providing food, and to 
invest relationally in these communities with a 
vision to see people being discipled towards 
faith and empowered to contribute positively to 
building their communities. Workshops on 
'Empowering Faith Communities' will be offered 
for those looking to be involved. 

WCC is in the process of planning a community 
Christmas Day lunch with Whitehorse Council 

support. If you would like to be involved, speak 
with Cory on 0421195524." 

********** 

A Flood Story 
I didn’t believe this could happen – my 
brother and his wife live in the north-
west outskirts of Rochester, and flood 
water has NEVER reached near there! 
Fortunately, they heeded the advice to 
evacuate and went in their caravan to 
another brother and his wife in the 
farming area. In a phone call to their 
neighbour the next morning, they 
learned that the neighbour stepped out 
of bed into ankle deep water.  
Now the huge clean up is being tackled, 
with help from other family members. 
But there is no hope for them to return 

home before Christmas. There is a lack of 
materials and tradespeople throughout 

the area (and the state), with the 
enormous temptation to use unqualified 

labour. And of course, churches and 

manses in all the flood-affected areas – 
so much of Victoria – are in a similar 

condition. It emphasises the need for the 
Moderator’s Emergency Fund mentioned 

in his pastoral letter. As well as this 
practical help, please hold them in your 

prayers as they face such a difficult 
future. 

 
Mud-soaked floor, damaged walls 

 

Starting cleaning 
 

 
Drying out. 
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Water-stained furniture 

 
 

P.S. Another brother on the Campaspe 
side of Echuca watched the flood waters 
approaching with sandbags ready, but it 
did not reach the house. One nephew (in 
the photo helping with initial cleaning) 
could not cross the Murray to work in 
Moama, and another nephew had to 
walk 200 cows through water –  not 
flood water but rainwater – to milk 
them. Results are disastrous, with 
production severely down, and churned 
up pasture needing years to recover 
fully. It is truly a disaster. 
 
P.P.S. Latest news is the need for 
encephalitis vaccination, because of the 
huge number of mosquitoes breeding  
In all this water. Tropical strength 
repellent is perfume de riguer!  
                                                   Anne Smith 

 
*************************** 

 
 
 

 
A river road 

 
We Pray for all affected by Floods. 

Uniting Church President Rev Sharon Hollis 
has launched a national appeal to support 
communities across Australia impacted by 
flooding. Victoria continues to be engulfed 

by flooding, with tens of thousands of 
people impacted across the state. Flash 

flooding inundated homes and businesses 
in Melbourne and major flooding of 
townships along the Murray River is 

expected to continue. At the same time, 
communities in NSW, Tasmania, 

Queensland and South Australia have been 
impacted by the extreme weather. 

“We pray for all people impacted by the 
recent floods and those who are coming 

alongside them to provide immediate 
relief and care," said Rev Hollis. The 
National Disaster Relief Fund is used      

to support people to rebuild both physically 
and emotionally, in the short and long term 
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“Praying Hands” 

   by Albrecht Durer 
 

 
P  
 
Albrecht Durer, a German artist, and 
engraver created the” Praying Hands” 
drawing in 1497. Currently, it is in 
possession of the Albertina Museum, 
Austria.   
Albrecht Durer’s Praying Hands is 
dedicated to Albrecht’s brother Albert.   
Both Albrecht and his brother Albert 
came from a modest family of eighteen 
children. Both boys aspired to be artists, 
but their parents were unable to pay for 
them to attend the academy (art school) 
as they wished. It was doubtful if they  
could even afford to send one of the 
young men to such a school. 
The pair made a bargain one night. They 
would toss a coin, and the loser would 
work in the coal mines near their home 
to assist his brother during his studies. 
They would switch places again four 
years later, allowing the other brother  

to study and pursue his goal of 
becoming an artist.   
Albrecht won the coin toss and spent 
four years in the school learning and 
perfecting his trade. He proved to be a 
natural with a pencil, paintbrush, and 
penknife, exceeding even his teachers in 
artistic ability.       
When it came time to enrol Albrecht’s 
younger brother in school, poor Albert 
cried, showing Albrecht his hands, which 
after four years working in the coal 
mines were rough, deformed, and 
arthritic. Every bone in his hands had 
been broken. It was now impossible for 
him to execute delicate or precise work 
as an artist.    
It is said that on learning of his brother’s 
sacrifice, Albrecht asked Albert to pose 
for him in prayer. He then drew the 
famous ink and pencil sketch of the 
“Praying Hands” as a model for an 
altarpiece he was being paid to create 
for a client. 
For centuries now, “Praying Hands” has 
been a reminder and an inspiration to 
many.  
              ************************** 
     Opportunities to donate to Flood Relief: 
 
• UCA Assembly National Disaster Relief 

Fund PO Box A2266     Sydney South 
NSW 1235 

       Direct Deposit:     Bank Name:  Westpac 

        BSB: 032 003.      Ac No: 269941 

 

• The Moderator’s Emergency Fund.   
Place your donation in a marked envelope 
into offering plate. 
 
******************************************** 
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A Prayer for Ukraine and Russia.             

from Christian Aid 

God of all peoples and nations,               
Who created all things alive and breathing, 
United and whole, Show us the way of 
peace that is Your overwhelming presence.            
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine 
and Russia, Every child and every adult.      
We long for the time when weapons of war 
are beaten into ploughshares, when 
nations no longer lift up sword against 
nation.                                                               
We cry out to you for peace.                   
Protect those who only desire and deserve 
to live in security and safety.                          
Comfort those who fear for their lives and 
the lives of their loved ones                                 
Be with those who are bereaved.             
Change the hearts of those set on violence 
and aggression                                                
and fill leaders with the wisdom that leads 
to peace. Kindle again in us a love of our 
neighbour, a passion for justice to prevail 
and a renewed recognition that we all play 
a part in peace. Creator of all, hear our 
prayer and bring us peace. Make us whole.                       
Amen.          ________________ 

“There’s so much good in the worst of us, 
And so much bad in the best of us, 
That it doesn’t behoove any of us 

To talk about the rest of us.” 
                                           Anon. 

 
We wish Peter and Helen Cannon a  

wonderfully relaxing holiday. 
 

 

 
 
 

      
      
  
                 BNNUC          Forest Hill.         Mountview 
Oct. 30.       9.30am Prayer Services at each church     
   Church in the public space. 
        11.30 @ Halliday Park 
Nov. 6   Together @10 at Mountview.     
      Communion 
Nov. 13.   Daniel F.       Livestream.          Tina  
Nov. 20.   Tina. C   Rev Tom Rose C.   Livestream C. 
Nov. 27.   Livestream.       Tina (R)           Peter 
Dec. 4.               Together @10 at BNNUC       
      Communion 
(C)  indicates a Communion Service. 
(R)  indicates a sermon recording available for use 
on SWAY and “Live Stream” local arrangements. 

This Preaching Plan is subject to change.                                
With Together Services, the Ministers may.  
choose rostered people from any of the three 
churches for readings and prayers.  

Ministry Team.  

Rev Peter Cannon 
Rev Tina Lyndon Ng 
Ministers on Call contact 0403 225 257  

Regional Council Representatives.   

Blackburn North/Nunawading UC                                                                                                 
Elaine Hewson 0425 709 089                                           
Anne Smith 9899 1932                                                        
George Manuofetoa 0404 884 140                                 
Forest Hill UC                                                           
Daryl Hawkey 0419 607 085                                                
Julie Hawkey 0488 460 875.                                             
Joy Williams 0402 491 013                                         
Mountview UC                                                                      
Rob Jackson. 0413 599 047                                              
Lynne Rosenthal. 0415 286 855                                     
David Rowe 0411 268 680  

************************** 

Preaching Plan.   
October, November  
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